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ABSTRACT

Void spaces possess an active and powerful identity in architecture. Void spaces, by
emptying themselves of matter, provide the ground for the manifestation of meaning,
and the perception of meaning influences the audience. Mulla Sadra considers matter
intertwined with non-existence, which includes sensory perception. He considers the
senses incapable of revealing external reality. In fact, reverence for void spaces is
reverence for the non-material. It is in this realm that Mulla Sadra's thoughts on
perception can be aligned with architectural discussions. This research is qualitative
and interdisciplinary, conducted using a comparative-analytical method and utilizing
documentary studies. The results indicate that void spaces are the locus of the
manifestation of meanings and can influence their audience. By comparing Mulla
Sadra's perceptual perspectives with the meanings present in void space, we find that
void space, due to its abstraction from matter, enables the emergence of meanings and
perception; which influences the audience both unconsciously (implicitly) and
consciously (explicitly). In Mulla Sadra's view, traversing void spaces is like a kind of
movement from the apparent to the inward, where the audience becomes aware of a
kind of implicit perception, guiding them towards meaning (perfection).

Research Objectives:

1. Explaining the semantic status of void spaces in architecture and how they
exert influence on the audience.

2. Linking and aligning Mulla Sadra's philosophical views on perception with the
perception of meaning in architectural void spaces.

Research Questions:
1. What are the semantic influences of void spaces on the audience?

2. How can Mulla Sadra's philosophical view on perception be aligned with the
understanding of meaning in void space?
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Introduction

Among architectural spaces, there exist spaces that do not necessarily have a specific
function, yet the audience feels empathy and unity with them. The perception and
function of such spaces are defined by the user. Unfortunately, this type of space has
lost its importance in contemporary architecture. Traditional humans live within space;
they are neither trapped in it nor do they intend to capture and dominate it, and they can
and must develop themselves beyond material realms and the boundaries of physical
space and time (Naghs-e-Kar, 2018: 479). However, what has been neglected in the
architecture of our time is the void space. According to Nasr, being empty and void,
due to its association with divine presence and inner life, causes the sanctification of
space (Nasr, 1996). Void space in Iranian architecture manifests the beauty of the truth
of the world, and its main purpose is to bring humans into the presence of God (Badiei,
2002: 18). The most fundamental realm related to humans is the spiritual dimension of
the world. Void spaces are among the most authentic architectural spaces, carrying
meanings and concepts; which influence the audience consciously and unconsciously
through the perception of these meanings.

Mulla Sadra considers the existence of any body to stem from matter and the perception
of that body, a subject unfortunately overlooked in contemporary architecture
(Raeeszadeh, 2004). What is expected from the perception of current architecture
pertains to functional aspects, but even this functional aspect has not performed its role
correctly, because function is not limited solely to material affairs, as humans are
fundamentally composed of both material and spiritual dimensions simultaneously, and
the spiritual dimension pertains to void space. An architectural work is successful when
the space is not neutral and affects its observer consciously and unconsciously through
the perception of the space's meaning. Void spaces in Islamic architecture are designed
in such a way that they invite the observer to experience movement from lower to higher
degrees. In this way, the stages of human perfection in Sadrian philosophy can be
aligned with the stages of movement in architecture. The observer, by moving through
architectural space, seeks to reach perfection.

Numerous researches have been conducted in the field of void space. Sanaati (2014), in
the article "The Courtyard, the Fate of the Unbuilt," has examined the courtyard as one
type of void space and believes that solid and void spaces, in a close relationship, can
express both existential aspects of an artwork, namely form and content. Raeeszadeh
(2004) in his book states that void spaces in architecture are those spaces which, without
having any specific function, cause the transmission of various concepts to individuals
in society. Nasr (1996) considers the interweaving of void and solid spaces as one of
the meaningful characteristics of Islamic art and elsewhere acknowledges: Muslim
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architects, who based their work on the positive meaning of void space in Islamic
religious thought. Naghs-e-Kar (2014), in his book on the journey from multiplicity to
unity and its 4 related principles, considers void space as one of the physical elements
for creating unity in architecture.

Existing research indicates the importance of the meaning of void space in the field of
architecture and its philosophical meaning in Mulla Sadra's view, but few studies have
been conducted on the interaction between these two domains, especially regarding its
effects on the audience. Therefore, the present research is interdisciplinary and
qualitative in type, with a comparative-analytical approach, utilizing documentary
studies. In the theoretical framework section, with an analytical and content-oriented
perspective, the meanings present in architectural void spaces and Mulla Sadra's views
on perception have been examined. In the data analysis section, based on logical
reasoning, the alignment of perceiving the meaning of void spaces with Mulla Sadra's
views has been undertaken, aiming to clarify the position and importance of semantic
manifestation in void spaces by examining the conscious and unconscious effects of
architectural void spaces on the audience. The main questions of this research are: What
are the semantic effects of void space on the audience? And how can Mulla Sadra's
philosophical view on perception be aligned with understanding meaning in void space?

Conclusion

It seems contemporary architecture has become so enamored with beauty that it has
forsaken perfection and, accordingly, has distanced itself from wisdom. Consequently,
it has remained equally devoid of content. Void space is the factor that creates content
in architecture. This space manifests those concepts which are not visible yet exist.
These concepts define the truth of architecture. The truth of architecture is perceivable,
not when we see the physical form, but when we understand it by penetrating into void
spaces and experiencing them closely, recognizing the profound concepts.
Understanding void space in architecture leads to a spiritual experience that makes the
audience aware of the omnipresence of the Creator and places them in the presence of
the divine. Void space in Islamic architecture is like the meaningful silence of an artist.
Sometimes a person says nothing to prove their state of nothingness. This is where the
presence of the Truth manifests and where concepts are perceived. The Iranian architect
has always sought to create a ground for contemplation, a contemplation and thought
born in silence and void spaces. This thought sometimes arises in the corner of a small
house's courtyard and sometimes in the void spaces between the patterns of tilework
beneath a dome.
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Phenomenological discussions have proven that void spaces can regulate the behavior
and thoughts of individuals; an architect can elevate the knowledge and thought of their
audience by simultaneously creating forms of void and solid. In Mulla Sadra's view, he
does not consider matter worthy of profound perception due to its inherent potentiality
(possibility of non-existence); and at its highest level, he only expects sensory
perception from it. However, by introducing the term "perceptual existence," Mulla
Sadra considers perception as the sum of the perceived and the perceiver; but he
considers matter, due to its intertwining with non-existence, incapable of manifesting
meaning. By aligning Mulla Sadra's views with void space, it can be said: void space,
due to its abstraction from matter and physical form, provides the possibility for the
manifestation of meanings and conscious/unconscious perception. In his view, as the
observer moves through void spaces, all stages of movement from the apparent to the
inward are created within the audience, and the observer's movement in architecture is
a kind of embodiment of the spiritual journey (perfection); which occurs due to the non-
material nature of the space, and deters human attention from perceiving non-material
occurrences.

The traditional artist prevents matter from dominating their audience; they employ
matter in such a way that within its pattern, a void space exists that compels the audience
to contemplate, and summons them from the anxieties of the outer world to the
tranquility and privacy of the inner space, so that in this praiseworthy privacy, they pay
more attention to their own essence and inner self, and become prepared for the
actualization of divine attributes deposited within them.
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