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Introduction

The tahmidiyyas (introductory praise sections) of Persian literary texts are shaped by
the aesthetic sensibilities, intellectual frameworks, and erudition of their authors. Such
variations are equally discernible in Sufi tahmidiyyas, where they crystallize into
distinctive individual styles. As René Wellek observes, “Every literary work, like every
individual, possesses unique characteristics—yet it also shares broader affinities with
other artistic creations” (Wellek & Warren, 2002: 8). The tahmidiyyas of Sana’1’s
Hadiqat al-Haqiqa and “Attar’s Mantiq al-Tayr exemplify this duality, rendering them
ideal subjects for comparative analysis.

To contextualize this study, we first define tahmidiyya lexically and terminologically:
etymologically, tahmid denotes “praise” or the act of saying al-hamdulillah (“praise be
to God”); in literary usage, it refers to an eloquent passage—whether in verse or prose—
composed in glorification of the Divine (Bassak, 2020: 3). Sana’1’s own cataloguing of
his works reveals that he designated the entire first chapter of Hadiqa, titled Fi al-
Tawhid wa al-Tamjid (“On Divine Unity and Glorification”), as a tahmidiyya—a
monumental 2,017-line composition unparalleled in its genre. By contrast, “Attar’s
tahmidiyya in Mantiq al-Tayr spans a mere 262 lines (one-eighth the length of Sana’1’s),
a disparity that underscores the latter’s singular emphasis on tawhid (theological
oneness).

The tahmidiyya of Mantiq al-Tayr diverges markedly from Sana’1’s in both conceptual
orientation and literary execution. This study, therefore, employs descriptive and
structural-content analysis to isolate the salient stylistic features of these two texts. Its
urgency stems from the absence of prior comparative scholarship on these
tahmidiyyas—a lacuna this research addresses by proposing a structuralist-informed
stylistic framework.

A survey of existing literature confirms that no dedicated study examines the
tahmidiyya of Hadiga or analogous sections in other works by Sana’1 and “Attar. Partial
exceptions include Tughyani Isfarjani’s (1997) “Stylistic Features of Sana 't’s Hadiga,”
which broadly assesses the text’s intellectual, literary, and linguistic dimensions, and
Hasannejad and Ebrahimt’s (2016) “A Stylistic Analysis of Musical Elements in
Sana '7’s Hadiga, ” confined to its prosodic aspects. Relevant to tahmidiyya studies more
broadly is Hasan Bassak’s (2020) “The Stylistics of Prologues and Tahmidiyyas in
Iraqi-Style Prose Texts,” though its focus on classical Iraqi prose limits its engagement
with poetic or Sufi-specific nuances.

Bassak (2020) further contributes to Sana'1 studies with “An Analysis of the Structure
and Style of Sand1’s Letters,”” which meticulously dissects the stylistic conventions of
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his epistolary writings. Behnamfar’s (2009) work proves particularly germane, as it
identifies stylistic continuities between Sana'1’s letters and Hadiga. On Mantiq al-Tayr,
Ardeshirzadeh and Neyr1’s (2019) “A Stylistic Reflection of Proper Nouns in ‘Attar’s
Mantiq al-Tayr” exemplifies the extant scholarship’s narrow focus on isolated formal
features. Crucially, no prior research has undertaken a systematic comparison of the
intellectual and literary strata of these two fahmidiyyas—a gap this study bridges
through its dual analytical lens.

Conclusion

This study examined the two primary dimensions—intellectual and literary—of the
tahmidiyyas from Hadigat al-Haqiqa and Mantiq al-Tayr through the lens of
structuralist stylistics. A total of 2,279 verses were analyzed. The evidence reveals that
Sana'1 synthesizes mystical, philosophical, and theological ideas within a framework of
unitive epistemology (tawhid), seeking to reconcile these traditions around divine
oneness. His reliance on rational discourse and logical terminology (‘aql, istidlal)
underscores his systematic, didactic method.In contrast, ‘Attar emerges as a mystic of
ecstatic wonder, conveying visceral responses through allusion (falmih) and paradox
(tadadd), approaching mystical love poetry. His worldview portrays the seeker in
perpetual peril, evoked through lexical choices suggesting a spiritual battleground.
Where Sana’1 adopts an exegetical approach to Qur’anic verses, ‘Attar achieves depth
through phenomenological immediacy. Grammatical markers further distinguish their
orientations: Sana'T’s frequent imperatives and second-person pronouns reflect a
didactic, communal ethos, while ‘Attar’s first-person usage signals individualism.
These stylistic distinctions exemplify the plurality of expression within classical Sufi
poetics without compromising their shared theological foundation.
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