Sourndal of Sslamic At Oditudhes

www.sysislamicartjournal.ir

A Formalist Analysis of Amir Khusrow Dehlavi's Ghazals in the Illustrated
Manuscript of 966 AH

Zahra Labbafiyan yazd ® !, Mahmoud Sadeghzadeh ® *2, Seyed Hossein Shahab Razavi @ 3

! Department of Persian Language and Literature, Yazd Branch, Islamic Azad University, Yazd, Iran. zahra.labbafiyan@yahoo.com
*2 (Corresponding author) Department of Persian Language and Literature, Yazd Branch, Islamic Azad University, Yazd, Iran. sadeghzadeh@jiauyazd.ac.ir
3 Department of Persian Language and Literature, Yazd Branch, Islamic Azad University, Yazd, Iran. hosseinshahabrazavi@yahoo.com

Article Info

Research Article
Issue 54

Volume 21

Page 502 to 518

2021/02/02
2021/05/10
2021/06/29
2024/06/21

Submission Date:
Review Date:

Acceptance Date:
Publication Date:

Keywords

Formalism,

Language,

Music,

Amir Khusrau Dehlavi,
Structuralism.

Cite this article

Labbafiyan yazd,Z. , Sadeghzadeh,M.
and Shahab Razavi,S. H. (2024). A
Formalist Analysis of Amir Khusrow
Dehlavi's Ghazals in the Illustrated
Manuscript of 966 AH. Islamic Art
Studies, 21(54), 502-518.

B dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.
*******.****.**.**.*.*/

dx.doi.org/10.22034/IAS
.2021.271731.1531

ABSTRACT

Formalist criticism is among the dynamic critical approaches that, by distancing itself
from extratextual perspectives and focusing on intratextual mechanisms and the
analysis of literary creations, liberates literary poetics from dependence on other
branches of human knowledge. It directs the attention of researchers and critics toward
literariness—the artistic essence—or, in other words, the explication of the aesthetic
dimensions of literary works. Given the prevalence of formalist studies in literary
criticism in recent decades, this article aims to examine a ghazal by Amir Khusrau
Dehlavi through library research and a descriptive-analytical method within a formalist
framework, addressing its linguistic, phonetic, thematic, metrical, and aesthetic
features.

In this study, the form and structure of a ghazal by Amir Khusrau Dehlavi—with the
following opening verse—are reinterpreted through intratextual markers:

The  cloud  rains, and I am  parted from my  beloved—
How can I bear, on such a day, to be severed from my heart’s companion?

The foundational motif of this ghazal, in its vertical structure, is "separation from the
beloved," wherein themes of movement, passage, transition, transformation, and
departure unfold and flow across all couplets from beginning to end. The
interconnectedness of these verses creates an organic structure. Traces of formalism
can also be observed in the illustrations of Amir Khusrau Dehlavi’s illuminated
manuscript.

Research Objectives:
1. A formalist analysis of Amir Khusrau Dehlavi’s ghazals.

2. A formalist analysis of the illustrations in Amir Khusrau Dehlavi’s illuminated
manuscript.

Research Questions:
1. What are the defining characteristics of Amir Khusrau Dehlavi’s ghazals?

2. What aesthetic features are present in the illustrations of Amir Khusrau
Dehlavi’s illuminated manuscript?
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Introduction

Amir Khusrau Dehlavi (651-725 AH), the eloquent "parrot of India," stands among the
most celebrated Persian poets and the greatest literary figure of the Indian subcontinent,
often referred to as the "Saadi of Hindustan." Though proficient in various poetic and
prose forms, his masterpiece lies in his ghazals, which seamlessly blend refined diction
with precise meaning. "Amir Khusrau’s style may be regarded as the precursor to the
Indian style [Sabk-i Hindi], though his ghazals largely follow Saadi’s model" (Nafisi,
1381 SH: 17). Despite the growing scholarly focus on structuralism in recent decades,
little attention has been paid to the language of Amir Khusrau’s ghazals from a formalist
perspective—even as he, more than his contemporaries or successors, prioritized form.
Formalists argue that the artist’s task is solely to create form, and the task of form is
nothing but possibilities and associations (Shafi’i-Kadkani, 1386 SH: 37). Thus, the
artist’s use of language diverges from conventional usage, resisting the conceptual
limitations of ordinary speech. Amir Khusrau exemplifies this artistic defiance,
employing literary language in profoundly innovative ways. His ghazals, rich in overt
and latent structural artistry, offer fertile ground for formalist interpretation and critique.

Numerous Persian works have explored formalist theory and its application to literary
texts, most notably Shafi’i-Kadkani’s The Music of Poetry (1358 SH), which avoids
terminological jargon and instead grounds its analysis in the essence of formalism, using
indigenous literary terminology. Kurosh Safavi’s From Linguistics to Literature (Vol.
I, 1371 SH; Vol. II, 1380 SH) further examines formalist themes through a linguistic
lens. Hossein Payandeh addresses this approach in Literary Criticism and Democracy
(1381 SH) and in numerous translated and original articles. Sirus Shamisa’s works—
including Literary Criticism (1391 SH), A Look at Sohrab Sepehri (1373 SH), and 4
Look at Forugh Farrokhzad (1374 SH)—also provide invaluable insights into formalist
critique. Other notable contributions include Taslimi’s Literary Criticism and Its
Applications in Persian Literature (1388 SH) and Tavousi’s The Art of Formalism:
Reflections on Formalism and Its Application in Contemporary Persian Poetry (1391
SH). Bashiri and Khajeh-Giri, in their article "A Formalist Analysis of Three Ghazals
by Sana’i, Emphasizing the Theories of Grammon and Jakobson," posit that textual
coherence arises from intratextual relationships.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method. The first step involved engaging
directly with primary sources and the foundational theories of early 20th-century
formalists, comprehensively translated in key texts and available through reputable
online databases—such as works by Raman Selden, Irena Makaryk, Charles Bressler,
and others. The subsequent critical task was selecting a ghazal by Amir Khusrau
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Dehlavi that could serve as a case study for applying Russian formalist theory. Detailed
documentation of this selection appears in the following section.

Conclusion

Formalism shifts literary analysis from authorial intent to textual primacy, elevating
language—as a system encompassing phonetic, aesthetic, and musical dimensions—to
paramount importance. In the examined ghazal, the interplay of diction, refrain (radif),
imagery, rthythm, and aesthetic elements coalesces into an artistic unity (the "concept-
in-form"), rescuing the poem from fragmentation and bestowing it with organic
coherence. Every component—Ilexical, auditory, and visual—revolves around a
singular theme. Amir Khusrau’s masterful deployment of rhetorical precision, meter,
and refrain yields a seamless structure. The ghazal’s harmony, achieved through
linguistic, sonic, and aesthetic synergy, ensures the poet’s success in conveying
melancholic emotion to the audience. Linguistically, the use of negatively charged
lexemes and their semantic interconnections; rhythmically, the deliberate choice of a
heavy, elongated meter (fa‘ilatun); and literarily, imagery consonant with the content—
all paint a space saturated with grief and longing. Subtler yet equally impactful is the
ghazal’s intimate, conversational tone, imbued with raw emotion, which permeates the
poem’s form and structure at every level.
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