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Tanzih (transcendence) and tashbih (immanence) are among the topics that theologians
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over tashbth and tanzih have led to numerous disputes, and the extent of their influence
on Iranian Islamic art is one of the subjects that researchers must clarify. The research
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Introduction

The discussion of tashbih and tanzih is one of the ways to understand the wisdom and
beauty of art in Islam (Pazouki, 2017: 81). In Islam, art has an intrinsic connection with
Islamic mysticism. Artists who engage in tashbih are concerned with imagination and
the world of imagery, as tashbth is only possible through imagination. Tanzih, on the
other hand, is the work of the intellect, and since theologians reflect on God through
rational means, they arrive at tanzih (ibid.: 86). Perhaps one of the reasons sculpture
and painting have been partially prohibited in Islam is to prevent tashbih from reaching
a point where nothing of tanzih remains. The balance between tanzih and tashbih has
always imposed certain limitations on Islamic arts (ibid.: 87). The hypothesis proposed
in this study is that the concepts of tashbih and tanzih, together, have been influential
factors in Iranian Islamic art. This research seeks to examine the extent to which Islamic
art has been influenced by these concepts, and it can be said that Islamic art, in different
historical periods, has either approached or distanced itself from one of these two
perspectives.

The research method in this study is qualitative, and an attempt is made to reach
conclusions using a descriptive-analytical approach based on library research, including
the collection and synthesis of documents and data in the descriptive stage, and
analytical and comparative methods in the analysis stage. This research is theoretically
grounded in the dual approaches of "tanzih-oriented" and "tashbih-oriented" tendencies
in architecture; accordingly, architecture in different historical periods has either
approached or distanced itself from one of these two tendencies. In this study, after
defining the two theological terms tanzih and tashbih from different perspectives, the
manifestations of these terms in Iranian Islamic art are examined.

Regarding Islamic and Iranian arts, despite the abundance of artistic works produced in
recent years, very little research and investigation has been conducted. A dissertation
titled "Tashbih and Tanzih in the Mirror of Design: A Method Derived from Tashbih
and Tanzih in Architectural Knowledge" was completed by Mohammad Aliabadi
(2005), a Ph.D. student in architecture at the Faculty of Architecture and Urban
Planning, Shahid University. In this research, he examined the concepts of tashbih and
tanzth in Islamic architecture. The book "Geometry and Decoration in Islamic
Architecture (The Topkapt Scroll)" by Glilru Necipoglu is among the works that address
architectural ornamentation and its connection to tashbih and tanzth. However, this
study also focuses solely on tashbih and tanzih in Islamic architecture and does not
examine these concepts across all Islamic arts. Therefore, the present research explores
the manifestations of tashbih and tanzih in Iranian-Islamic art.
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Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions can be drawn: The idea
of tanzih is expressed in the Quran in the phrase "There is nothing like unto Him"
(42:11) and in the Hadith as "No one knows God except God Himself" and "Reflect on
all things, but not on the essence of God." Tashbih is also found in Islamic tradition—
perhaps the best example is the famous Hadith "God created Adam in His own image."
Thus, the essence of every human is, in fact, a mirror of the divine essence. Just as God
breathes His creative spirit into inanimate matter to create man, humans, as His
vicegerents, breathe their creative spirit into raw, lifeless materials to give them life,
and thus, art is born from humanity. On the other hand, creation always occurs as a
process, and at all stages of creation, opposing elements coexist and play
complementary roles—a diversity that all flow from a single source and evolve together.
In other words, it can be said that in creation, God manifests continuity through tashbih
and bestows identity and individuality upon each element through tanzih. Based on what
has been discussed, humanity exists in a state of transition between tashbih and tanzih.

The perfect human, being the most complete manifestation of God and His vicegerent
(khalifat Allah), can also be considered a manifestation of God’s tashbih and tanzih. A
simple interpretation is that the perfect human, having attained the Truth and acquired
divine existence, is unlike other beings in one respect, and as a created being, is like
other beings in another respect. Thus, he also embodies both tashbih and tanzih. The
role of art is to make comprehensible and accessible what might otherwise remain
incomprehensible and out of reach through reasoning and intellect alone. Another
characteristic of the intellect is that it penetrates the inner reality of things, moving from
the apparent to the hidden. The senses, however, cannot perceive beyond the surface
and are incapable of transcending it.

A fundamental feature of Islamic art is its inclination toward abstraction and the use of
pure geometry. In the early centuries, the use of vegetal and geometric patterns
continued, and then, in accordance with Islamic cultural views on the depiction of living
beings, this trend shifted toward abstraction. Islamic art and literature are symbolic and
allegorical representations of the world of imagination. In the early years of Islam in
Iran, these arts were closer to tanzih-oriented beliefs and gradually moved toward
tashbih-oriented beliefs. Ultimately, the best approach is a balance between tashbih and
tanzih.
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