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The sun held great value, reverence, and sanctity among ancient peoples, who attributed

ReSenfIpATIIlg divinity to it. This esteemed status has caused the symbol of the sun to be used
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Volume 21 lines is to understand the thoughts and beliefs of those peoples regarding this immense
Page 331 to 348 celestial phenomenon and to conduct a comparative study of those beliefs in the poetry

of Sohrab; therefore, the author first opens a window onto ancient thought and then
addresses the persistence of some of those ideas in the poetry of Sohrab Sepehri and
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Introduction

One of the most important reasons for the migration of the Aryan people to the Iranian
plateau was the long and cold winters, prolonged frosts, and the lack of a suitable
environment and comfortable life for those people. Given these descriptions, it becomes
clear to what extent the sun, as a luminous and warm source, was significant in the lives
of'those people. This celestial phenomenon, besides purifying and cleansing nature, also
held the role of destroying demons in the beliefs of the Aryan people. Considering the
role of the sun in human life from the beginning of life until now, this valuable element
has always been revered and venerated by humans, and it has been referred to as the
most important source of life, both among primitive tribes in the most distant places and
in monotheistic religions. From another perspective, Sohrab's close connection with
nature and his particular fondness and view towards the phenomena of divine creation
is an undeniable subject, and research has been conducted in this area as well; however,
regarding the connection of his thoughts with his ancient ancestors concerning this
luminous source, it is a phenomenon that has been less addressed; considering this
background, it seems that the research conducted on this immense, radiant element has
not been sufficient or adequate; therefore, the author of these lines intends to cover this
important matter to the best of their ability. This research, which is organized using an
analytical-comparative method relying on data and library resources, examines the
beliefs and doctrines of ancient religions regarding this brilliant celestial sphere and
compares these thoughts in Sohrab's poems and cruciform motifs in Islamic art.

Regarding the ancient religions of Iran, many books and articles have been written in
which the manner of honoring nature and respecting natural phenomena, including the
sun, has been addressed. From this category, the following works can be mentioned:
Asgharian and Rostami (2019), in the Quarterly Journal of Narrative History; have
examined the status and mythical and symbolic faces of the sun in the religions of
ancient Iran and India. Golnooz Ghalekhani (2003), Journal of Iranian Studies; has
examined and compared the beliefs of ancient and Indian religions regarding the sun.
Nosratollah Bokhtortash (2001) conducted a research titled "The Sun Chariot or Mithra"
and in it, addressed the reverence and value of the sun and the role of the swastika in
the beliefs of ancient peoples and its importance in their life and even death. Richard
Gombrich (1997) in "Buddhism, Religion or Culture," translated by Naser Mofakheian;
has conducted research on the teachings of Buddhism. Hojjat Emad (1998), in "Sohrab
Sepehri and Buddha," presented research on Sohrab's influence by Buddha. Zakerin
(2011) in an article titled "Examining the Role of the Sun on Iranian Pottery" has
examined the application of the sun symbol on Iranian pottery. He posits that pottery,
as the first illustrated book of mankind, has long been a platform for displaying human
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feeling and expressing thought. The persistence and cultural endurance of these ancient
motifs on the medium of pottery from millennia before to the eras after Islam is a symbol
of the continuity of Iranian ethnic culture and an achievement for today's artists whose
ideal is the permanence and revival of those positive influences and efficacies that were
attained in the past. Among these motifs, what stands out most is the motif of the sun
and the cross/rosette, which, in the belief of many researchers, is rooted in the ancient
rituals, traditions, and myths of this land.

Conclusion

In the Avesta, the sun is the eye of Ahura Mazda. In Indian mythology, the sun is also
a symbol of the eye and gaze of the gods. Among solar symbols are the horse and the
falcon. Mithra in the Mazdean religion is the light and radiance of the sun, and the sun
is among the yazatas (divine beings) assisting Mithra, depicted in images with two
torches representing the sunrise and sunset. Zoroastrians consider the sun a source of
purity and cleanliness. Among ancient Indian and Iranian peoples, Mithra is considered
the factor of connection, friendship, and communication. In Manichaeism, the action of
the sun is to extract the light trapped in darkness and transfer it to the sphere of light. In
Zurvanism, the sun is the overseer of the covenant between Ohrmazd and Ahriman. In
the Rigveda, the sun is an important factor in creation and the soul of the world.

Sohrab pays particular attention to ancient religions. In his poetry, the sun (aftab and
khorshid) is a symbol of Buddha. According to the Mithraic religion, the lotus and the
sun have a close connection, and Sohrab also finds an inseparable link between the lotus
flower and the sun in his poetry. A sign of spirituality and ascension is the mingling of
the sun's light with water. The connection between water and the sun in his poetry is
reminiscent of the Mithraic religion and the connection between these two elements. In
Sohrab's poetry, "mehr" (love/affection), as in the Mithraic tradition, is used to mean
friendship, affection, and the sun. He, like Zoroastrians, considered the sun a source of
purity and cleanliness; he depicted it as a bird and an eagle, which recalls the
cross/swastika (sun wheel) and the farvahar in Zoroastrianism; he called the sun the
discoverer of the mine of dawn, which is connected to the Mithraic religion and his
emergence from the rock; he mentioned the sun wheel or swastika twice, which has
references in ancient Indian religions and Mithraism; he referred to the contrast between
the sun and reptiles, which are Angra Mainyu and demonic creatures; and finally, he
considered the sun a symbol of divine light to which one must join.
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