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Introduction

Ferdowsi invites humanity to adhere to enduring moral values and considers a world
devoid of these values to be a dark and terrifying forest, likening those who do not
uphold these values to wild beasts. It is for this reason that he calls upon people to
pursue knowledge, love, loyalty to promises, tolerance and patience, striving for a better
life, truthfulness, purity, health, and happiness. Ferdowsi's Shahnameh encompasses
profoundly valuable concepts in various domains, including wisdom, ethics, politics,
society, religion, and more. Each couplet of this epic reflects an aspect of the worldview
of the ancients who lived in this land. This great encyclopedia, like a deep sea, holds
precious and invaluable gems of divine and human concepts in every corner. "Few
books in the world are known to unravel the intricate threads of human connections—
love and envy, affection and hatred, greed and need, victory and defeat, pride and
humility, injustice and justice, wisdom and madness—among individuals in society and
between the ruled and the rulers with such precision, poetic grace, and beauty" (Reza,
1990: 27). Ferdowsi's Shahnameh provides a suitable platform for various studies,
including the examination of political and social thought in ancient Iran. Revisiting it
offers valuable insights into the customs and rituals of that era.

The act of presenting gifts and offerings is one of the notable and esteemed customs in
the Shahnameh that Ferdowsi has preserved. This ancient tradition is highlighted in
various occasions, such as the celebration of Nowruz, congratulating the ascension of
kings, the conquest of new territories, weddings, childbirth, and more. However, a point
that has not received adequate attention in research related to the rituals, traditions, and
customs in the Shahnameh, particularly the tradition of gifts and offerings, is the
political functions of these acts in the context of wars, battles, military confrontations,
and tensions among kings of different lands. The aim of this research is to elucidate the
political functions of gifts and offerings.

The research method employed in this study, given its nature, is descriptive-analytical.
After examining the topics related to the social and political functions of gifts and
offerings in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, each function has been extracted, discussed, and
analyzed, with the findings presented in the conclusion section.

Regarding customs and rituals, including gifts and offerings, several studies have been
conducted. Mohammad Abadi Bavil (1971), in his book Customs in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh, attempted to compile various rituals scattered throughout the Shahnameh.
Zahra Mahdhab (1996), in her article "Wedding Celebrations in the Shahnameh,"
addressed the gifts given by those around them. Mozhdeh Sepanji (2004), in a study
titled "Examining Customs in the Shahnameh,” categorized and analyzed customs
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related to celebrations, mourning, battles, and confrontations. Seyed Mahmoud Sadeghi
and Emaduddin Mousavi (2012), in their article "Customs and Rituals in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh," defined rituals and explored various customs in the Shahnameh, such as
reception customs, life, social interactions, friendship, wine-drinking, hunting,
coronation of kings, death and burial, visits between kings, governance, music,
hospitality, and the organization of celebrations. Sakineh Gholampour Dehaki and
Ehteram Rezaei (2016), in their article "A Comparative Study of Hospitality and
Offering Customs in the Shahnameh with the Iliad and the Odyssey," referred to the
types of offerings or gifts exchanged among individuals. Abolfazl Mosaffa (1971), in
his article "The Ritual of Offering," examined social habits and customs and their vast
and novel perspectives in ancient, medieval, and later Persian poetry. Ali Mohammad
Poshtdar and Masoumeh Dehghan Shirazi (2018), in their article "Gift-Giving and Its
Customs Among Iranians Based on Beyhagi's History and the Shahnameh," addressed
aspects such as the types of gifts, occasions for gifts, and the items given. According to
their findings, gift-giving in Beyhagi's history has a ceremonial aspect, while in
the Shahnameh, it is more rooted in epic reasons. However, none of these studies have
focused on the political and military functions of gifts and offerings in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

Conclusion

The tradition of offering, gift-giving, and tribute in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is not always
for the purpose of honoring, respecting, or preserving the dignity and status of
individuals. At times, the act of offering is a strategy to prevent the outbreak of potential
wars and conflicts, serving as a political tactic or military maneuver. Sometimes,
sending a gift is aimed at securing a specific advantage, such as obtaining exemption
from paying tribute or taxes imposed by a dominant king. In other instances, presenting
offerings or gifts is a means to rescue a child, relative, or ally who has been captured in
previous battles, leaving the defeated ruler with no choice but to surrender, accept the
imposition of tribute, and offer treasures. At other times, the act of giving gifts or
offerings is an apology for unintended wrongdoing and a request for forgiveness and
pardon. On occasion, presenting gifts or offerings is intended to halt a war that would
only result in destruction and the loss of a ruler's dominion, making withdrawal from
such a futile battle preferable to persisting in a devastating and ruinous conflict.
Sometimes, the offering sought is not material wealth or precious treasures, but rather
the daughter of a ruler, who, to prevent an unequal and humiliating battle, avoid the
devastation of his kingdom, and preserve his throne, is compelled to offer his daughter
to the victorious king as a means of solidifying an alliance.
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