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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the archetypes in the story of the Green Dome from Haft
Peykar (The Seven Beauties) by Hakim Nezami Ganjavi. The psychological critique
of literary texts is one of the most prevalent forms of criticism, through which the critic
probes the artist’s psyche, uncovering the hidden layers of their soul and mind, thereby
gaining a deeper understanding of their art. Haft Peykar, Nezami’s fourth epic poem,
narrates the life of Bahram Gur and his marriages to seven princesses from seven
different lands. The work draws extensively on ancient legends and myths of past kings,
reimagining them in poetic form. Haft Peykar is a unique text for archetypal criticism
due to its narrative structure and mystical dimensions, which embed numerous
archetypes, symbols, and Sufi allusions.

The structure of the Green Dome story consists of narrative elements commonly found
in classical Persian tales. In depicting the individuation process of the story’s hero,
Nezami employs key analytical psychology archetypes—such as the anima, the wise
old man, the shadow, the desert, water, and the color green. The hero’s emergence, the
conflict between reason and religious law, the temporary dominance of intellect, the
journey and asceticism, the guidance of religious law, ultimate equilibrium, and the
attainment of psychological unity and individuation through the archetype of love—all
align with Jung’s theory of psychic individuation and are thus analytically significant.

Research Objectives:

1. To examine the critique of archetypes in the Green Dome story from Haft
Peykar.

2. To analyze the hero’s individuation process in the Green Dome from Nezami’s
perspective.

Research Questions:
1. How are archetypes critiqued in the Green Dome story from Haft Peykar?

2. How does Nezami portray the hero’s individuation process in the Green Dome?

This article is taken from Leila Zamani's doctoral dissertation titled "Polyphony in the Poems of Ali Babachahi and Reza
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Introduction

Across the myths of different cultures, recurring motifs and images persist despite vast
temporal and spatial distances. These shared themes, rooted in humanity’s collective
experiences and the depths of the collective unconscious, are termed archetypes.
Archetypes are a central concept in Jungian analytical psychology and have given rise
to archetypal or mythological criticism in literary studies. Archetypal criticism draws
upon psychology, anthropology, and mythology to analyze texts, maintaining close ties
with these disciplines.

Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961) divided the unconscious into the personal unconscious
(repressed individual experiences) and the collective unconscious—a deeper layer not
shaped by personal experience but inherited from ancestral human history (Jung, 2000:
89-90). As Palmer explains: "The collective unconscious, unlike the personal
unconscious, does not depend on individual experience and cannot be acquired
individually. It represents the deepest and broadest stratum of the psyche—a reservoir
of unconscious material that has never entered conscious awareness” (Palmer,
1388/2009: 149). Palmer further defines archetypes: "An archetype is not an inherited
idea but an inherited mode of psychic functioning, analogous to birds building nests or
scorpions striking with their tails. It is, in essence, a behavioral pattern"” (Palmer, 2009:
150).

Freud and his followers viewed artistic creations as analogous to dreams, myths, and
tales—symbolic expressions of repressed complexes hidden in the artist’s unconscious,
serving to sublimate and elevate them (Sattari, 1987: 37). Schultz elaborates: "What
Jung called archetypes are ancestral experiences residing in the collective unconscious,
manifesting as images" (Schultz, 2008: 114). Given the abundance of archetypal
symbols in Haft Peykar, this study focuses on analyzing archetypes in the Green Dome
story (the tale of Pious Boshra and Wicked Malikha) to uncover the hidden layers of
Nezami’s psyche and unconscious beliefs.

Previous studies on archetypes in Persian literature include Mehrdad Bahar’s works on
Iranian mythology, which trace archetypal roots in ancient narratives. Ekrami and
Pashaei (2010) conducted a comparative analysis of archetypes in the epics of
Gilgamesh and Rostam, exploring collective unconscious patterns in ancient thought.
Hosseini Kazeruni and Mohammadi Baghmallaei (1392/2013) examined archetypal
imagery in Hafez’s ghazals, identifying anima, wise old man, shadow, persona,
creation, immortality, fate, and utopia. Khosravi et al. (2013) analyzed the shadow
archetype in the Shahnameh, while Hashemi and Jafari (2013) studied symbols and
archetypes in Khosrow and Shirin.
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This research employs a descriptive-analytical method with quantitative evaluation. By
extracting verses from Nezami’s Khamsa (based on the Moscow-Baku edition, Hermes
Press), the study investigates the poet’s engagement with archetypes.

Conclusion

Nezami's Haft Peykar stands as a singular work in Persian literature, distinguished by
its narrative complexity and mystical dimensions which incorporate numerous
archetypes. In its employment of symbols, archetypes, and Sufi allusions, the text
represents an unparalleled achievement in this tradition. Throughout the seven dome
narratives, the manifestation of mythological archetypes and analytical psychological
archetypes is particularly remarkable.

The narrative structure of the Green Dome story comprises plot elements commonly
found in classical Persian tales. In depicting the individuation process of the Green
Dome's protagonist, Nezami skillfully employs key archetypes from analytical
psychology, including the anima, the wise old man, and the shadow. The hero's
emergence, the dialectic between reason and religious law, the provisional dominance
of intellect, the spiritual journey and asceticism, and the ultimate equilibrium - all these
elements align with Jung's model of psychic individuation and are eminently analyzable
through this framework.

This process culminates when the protagonist, after confronting shadow forces and
productively engaging with various dimensions of the unconscious, attains the stage of
intuitive wisdom, establishing balance and harmony within consciousness. From the
perspective of mystical progression, this initiatory journey sees the hero entering divine
gnosis: by transcending mere rationality and grounding himself in both spiritual practice
(tarigat) and sacred law (shari'at), he ultimately achieves the state of individuated
selthood (fardiyat-e man).
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