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ABSTRACT

The journey towards knowledge and truth pursued by mystics is fundamentally
different from that of scholars and theologians. Mystics rely on revelation and
intuition. As a mystic strives to purify themselves from impurities, their heart
becomes increasingly receptive to the light of truth. Despite ongoing debates
with philosophers and scholars, mystics maintain that the only path leading to
intuition is the path of love. The deeper a lover seeks truth from within the fabric
of existence, the more directly they traverse this path. The significance of
mystical introspection has occasionally been acknowledged by philosophers.
Sufis approach God's creation with a sense of taste and surrender, always
prioritizing the heart over reason and argumentation, which they see as limiting.
A mystic seeks vision rather than mere knowledge, understanding that the
pursuit of truth cannot be achieved through books or schools but through the
science of love. It is essential to recognize that a mystic attains certainty while
acknowledging that "the Absolute Truth is unknowable and remains an
enigmatic mystery, even through revelation and intuition." Under ordinary
circumstances, truth can only be known through divine manifestation. The
stories of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) are also vividly represented in
miniature paintings, especially in the Qazvin School.

Research Objectives:

1. To examine how renowned poets and mystics such as Sana’i, Attar, and
Rumi have utilized the Sharia, anecdotes, and stories of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in their works.

2. To explore the representation of the Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH)
stories in the Qazvin School of miniature painting.

Research Questions:

1. Have great poets and mystics like Sana’i, Attar, and Rumi drawn upon
the Sharia, anecdotes, and stories of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in
their works?

2. How are the stories of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) reflected in the
Qazvin School of miniature painting?
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Introduction

The path to truth among Sufis and mystics was not uniform. Many mystics believed that
spiritual ecstasies and overwhelming emotions were insufficient for attaining truth and
considered adherence to the Sharia (Islamic law) essential. Prayers, sermons, and
themes of divine truths were among the necessities that gave rise to the form of
mystical masnavi (narrative poetry). Sana'i, the first mystical poet, aligned the states
and practices of mystics with the Sharia in his magnificent work Hadigah (The Garden),
emphasizing its correctness. To demonstrate his devotion to the Muhammadan Sharia,
Sana'i infused his poetry with love for the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in his masnavis.
Although Sana'i never exhibited the radicalism or deviations of Attar and Rumi in his
poetry, he adhered to the outward aspects of the Sharia. Both Attar and Rumi, in
their masnavis (though not in their ghazals), dedicated themselves to "expressing
spiritual states and practices while revealing the essence of the Sharia, the core of truth,
and their interpretations” (Zarrinkub, 1990: 145). It is worth noting that Rumi, at the
request of his disciple Husam al-Din Chalabi, aimed to compose a book in the style of
Sana'i (ibid., 147). Thus, both Attar and Rumi followed Sana'i‘'s approach in Hadigah,
striving to be worthy successors. However, in their ghazals, their ecstatic and passionate
style bears little resemblance to Sana'i's ghazals. Nevertheless, all three poets, to varying
degrees, shared a profound devotion to the Seal of Prophethood, the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), as the ultimate purpose of creation.

After the death of Shah Ismail in 930 AH, the 53-year reign of Shah Tahmasp | began.
Unlike his son, Shah Tahmasp, Shah Ismail could not focus on art due to the numerous
wars during his rule. The design of the grand architectural illustrations of the Dowlat-
Khaneh and Chehel Sotun in Qazvin during the Safavid era, mostly executed in gold by
Mowlana Mozaffar Ali, marked a significant artistic achievement. Most young
designers of the Qazvin School were students of Sultan Muhammad Tabrizi, Aga Mirak,
and Mowlana Mozaffar Ali. During Shah Tahmasp's decade-long rule in the new
capital, Qazvin, the Qazvin School of miniature painting underwent a transformation,
focusing on single-page works and the art of siyah-galam (black ink drawing). In the
Qazvin School, manuscript illustration gave way to the creation of individual and
independent works.

A review of previous research indicates that no independent study has been conducted
on this topic. This research aims to identify the common themes in Hadigah,
Attar's masnavis (llahi-Nama, Asrar-Nama, Mantiq al-Tayr, and Musibat-Nama), and
Rumi's Masnavi-ye Ma'navi, which reflect the celestial personality of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), and then demonstrate the extent of influence each work has had.
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Additionally, it will explore the reflection of the Prophet's light in the miniature
paintings of the Qazvin School.

Conclusion

The narratives centered on the personality of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the
works of Sana'i, Attar, and Rumi, as well as other mystics, often follow a tripartite
structure:

1. The central figure of the mystic or saint (the Prophet Muhammad), who drives
the events of the story;

2. The afflicted or disbelieving character who interacts with the central figure;

3. The narrator or observer who determines the story's final outcome (Roodgar
Mohammad, 2017: 126-129).

Rumi drew heavily from Sana'i's Hadigah in crafting mystical themes centered on the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 39 stories in Rumi's Masnavi directly correspond to those
in Hadigah and other masnavis by Sana'i. Additionally, Rumi often emulated Sana'i's
technique of concluding a discourse abruptly, especially when the audience was deemed
unprepared or unworthy. One of Rumi's purest sources for the stories in
the Masnavi was Attar's masnavis. Remarkably, out of the 390 stories in the six books
of the Masnavi, 42 are found in Attar's masnavis.

Rumi's legacy is not merely sound or voice but a singular voice carrying a message that
resonates most with those who are ready to understand and listen. Comparably, while
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was Arab, the history of Islamic civilization shows
that his message was heard more profoundly outside Arabia. In the realm of meaning,
geographical boundaries hold different criteria:

"The scent of God comes from Yemen,
Just as the Prophet said, carried by the breeze.
From Uwais and from Qarn, a wondrous scent,

Intoxicating the Chosen One with joy."

(Rumi, 1998: 566)

All the stories and narratives about the dignity and greatness of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) in Sufi texts, particularly in the masnavis of Sana'i, Attar, and Rumi, bear a
striking resemblance to Western minimalism. In fact, Sufi and classical Persian
literature achieved a commendable brevity, or minimalism, in the genre of stories and
anecdotes long before Western literature. Persian literature, especially Sufi literature,
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has always exhibited a tendency toward brevity in both poetry and prose. Alongside
lengthy forms like the gasida and masnavi, Persian poetry also features shorter forms
such as the do-bayti and rubai, which are characterized by their brevity and
miraculousness, making them ideal for capturing momentary experiences.

The minimalism of Sufi literature lies in the use of short anecdotes within longer
narratives for instructional purposes or to create appeal. In Tarikh-e Beyhaqi, there is
explicit mention of "short-like stories": "There is a short-like story about Tughril, but
it is rare, so | must tell it and then return to the main history" (Beyhagi, 2005: 402).
This inclination toward brevity, evident in prose, also appears in poetry through short
anecdotes, jokes, proverbs, and aphorisms in the masnavis of Rumi, Attar, and Sana'i.
For example, in Attar's Asrar-Nama, there is a concise and beautiful anecdote:

"Someone asked a man of bygone days,
‘What do you love most?' He said, ‘Insults.’
For whatever else people give me,
They expect gratitude, but not for insults.”

Similarly, in Hadigah, there is a well-crafted anecdote about a fault-finding man and a
camel. The simplicity of the plot, extreme brevity, plain language, limited time and
space, the prominence of certain narrative elements, and the use of engaging themes—
all devoid of multiple characters—make the anecdotes in the masnavis of Sana'i, Attar,
and Rumi comparable to the minimalist movement. These anecdotes gain particular
appeal when centered on the personality of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Although the masnavi is the best form for storytelling, especially for Rumi, he
sometimes extends stories to the point of exhausting the reader’s patience. For example,
the story of "The Carpenter” in the third book of the Masnavi is so lengthy that after
1,125 verses, Rumi defers its continuation to the fourth book:

"If you wish to hear the rest of this tale,
O brother, seek it in the fourth book."

He concludes it with an additional 352 verses in the fourth book. In essence, what is
said in Hadigah and Attar's four masnavis about the status and dignity of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in the form of mystical anecdotes also holds true for the Masnavi.

However, there are differences:

1. Rumi's approach to anecdotes and stories is more serious and often lengthier than
that of Sana'i and Attar.

2. While mystical anecdotes began with Sana'i, the fervor and warmth seen in Attar
and Rumi are absent in Hadigah. These anecdotes appear more effervescent and
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passionate in Attar, while Rumi's work exudes even greater emotion and
intensity, captivating a broader audience.

3. Rumi's themes are more expansive and profound, reflecting his extensive study
and contemplation of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and other subjects,
surpassing Sana'i and Attar in depth.

Finally, Rumi employs a narrative style reminiscent of the Quran and Kalila wa Dimna.
He narrates the main story until a sudden, spontaneous sub-story comes to mind, which
he then recounts. This may lead to further digressions, giving the impression that Rumi
has lost the thread of the narrative. Yet, to the reader's astonishment, he seamlessly ties
the stories together, returning to the main narrative and concluding it effectively.
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