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Introduction

Safavid architecture, due to its incorporation of wisdom and the manifestation of
profound concepts in architecture, as well as its attention to the intellectual and cultural
context of society in mosque construction, is considered one of the pinnacles of Iranian
architecture. It appears that the spiritual elevation of Safavid mosques in Iran is derived
from wisdom, with Illuminationist philosophy serving as the primary reference for the
design of these mosques, establishing the foundational structure and philosophy of
light-based spirituality and spatial sanctity. In contemporary architecture, techniques
for achieving balance, geometry, and harmony have been made possible through the
invention of new forms. However, due to the inconsistency in the philosophy of
placement, hierarchy, and geometric patterns, these techniques have sometimes led to
severe contradictions. If philosophy and wisdom were considered during the design and
construction of contemporary structures, based on principles, hierarchy, spatial
functionality, and harmony among components, many of these issues could be resolved.

Over the past 80 years, few architecturally significant mosques have been built in Iran,
and the spiritual quality that is the essence of mosque architecture—or any religious
sanctuary—is notably absent in modern mosques. This issue, given the deep connection
between the physical space of mosques and their spiritual and metaphysical dimensions,
undermines the architectural value of these human creations. The core idea of
architecture is to create a bridge between the human spirit and the physical space it
inhabits, which is a crucial aspect of architectural aesthetics and can even be considered
one of the primary responsibilities of architectural science. The best examples of
mosque architecture in Iran date back to between 1,000 and 150 years ago. These
mosques, truly brilliant examples of the architecture of their time, evoke a sense of
spirituality and direct attention to the transcendent. This quality was at its peak in
traditional mosques. Therefore, it is now possible to revive this quality using new
materials, techniques, and construction technologies without being constrained by the
old building patterns of the past.

The discussion of architectural theory and the relationship between philosophy and
architecture, by clarifying the distinction between philosophy and wisdom, has rarely
been pursued with rigor in the history of our art and architecture. We have not yet
engaged with architectural literature in the way it has been pursued in the West. Our
world, without light as the origin of creation, lacks meaning, and objects cannot be
distinguished or differentiated from one another.

Islamic architecture in Iran has placed a special emphasis on light. Within the space of
a mosque, it is as if light has crystallized within physical forms, constantly reminding
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the faithful of the Quranic verse, "Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.” In
Iranian architecture, light is not merely a material element but also a symbol of divine
intellect and existence. Light is a spiritual essence that permeates matter, transforming
it into a noble and dignified form suitable for the dwelling of the human soul.
Illuminationist philosophy (Hikmat al-Ishraq) was deeply and precisely integrated into
the design and structural execution of Safavid-era mosques in Iran, applied logically
and thoughtfully. The architectural excellence of Safavid mosques in Isfahan and other
Iranian cities can be attributed to this philosophy, which emphasizes sacred symbols,
spiritual elevation, and the manifestation of light and divine essence in mosques, as
highlighted by Suhrawardi.

The study employs a prospective observational method based on data from scientific
databases and interviews with experts. This research adopts a thematic-temporal
approach to clarify the production of scientific resources over different time periods for
the reader and to uncover hidden scientific gaps in challenging topics within this field.
The study utilized articles indexed in databases such as ProQuest, SID, Magiran, Ovid,
IranDoc, IranMedex, ScienceDirect, Corness, Springer, Google Scholar, and Scopus.
The reviewed collection included 141 articles, encompassing qualitative and
quantitative research from the past decade in both Persian and English. Studies with
unclear samples or methodologies were excluded, as were articles whose full texts were
unavailable. The aim of this study is to examine the thematic and temporal scope and
critically evaluate the influence of Illuminationist philosophy on Safavid-era
architecture, with a focus on mosques in Isfahan. The research addresses questions such
as, "What connection can be found between Illuminationist philosophy and the spiritual
elevation of Safavid mosques in Isfahan?" and "What is the relationship between the
efficacy of past Iranian architecture (particularly in mosques) and the worldview and
philosophical principles governing that era?" The answers are derived from the
researcher's conclusions based on qualitative library research, interviews with experts,
and a synthesis of the subject's research background. This article focuses on the
characteristics of Islamic architecture in Safavid culture, particularly the influence of
spiritual doctrines on mosque architecture. Using Panofsky's semiotic method, it seeks
to identify signs of spiritual elevation in Safavid architectural works, especially
mosques. It then addresses contemporary challenges and improvements in mosque
architecture, gradually moving toward proposing the latest architectural models in light
of technological advancements and their impact on contemporary architectural tools.
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Conclusion

The visual reinterpretation of historical structures is an example of creating buildings
that, without explicitly naming their creator, reflect individual and collective aspirations
toward a higher existence. These structures can genuinely communicate with their
audience. The connection observed in the architecture of Isfahan's Safavid mosques
stems from a hidden spirituality that the architect unconsciously embedded in their
work. In the past, humans interacted deeply with their surroundings, and the
environment held a distinct identity for them, fostering a strong sense of belonging. In
contrast, modern humans are often described as "worldless," with an abstract connection
to their environment. Rediscovering the world as a totality composed of real qualities
can help address this challenge, allowing humans to reconnect with their surroundings.
The identity of a place is intertwined with human identity; when humans possess
meaning and identity, they shape places with identity based on pure thought. An
architect can achieve perfection by integrating the inner and outer aspects of their
existence through their work, a process that requires a deep understanding of both
dimensions. Indifference to these aspects is one of the primary reasons for the emptiness
of existence and its manifestation in artistic works, including architecture.
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