Sourndal of Sslamic At Oditudhes

www.sysislamicartjournal.ir

Educational Institution and Graduation Level:

The Role of Educational Policies of Islamic Azad University, Sari Branch in
Explaining and Developing Student Graduation

Abdollah Ebrahimi @ !, Farah Habib ® "2, Iraj Etessam ® 3

I'PhD Student in Architecture, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. abdollahebrahimil526300@gmail.com
*2 (Corresponding author) Department of Architecture, Science and Research Branch of Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. f habibl@yahoo.com
3 Professor, Department of Architecture, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. i.etessam@srbiau.ac.ir

ABSTRACT

Islamic Azad University, as an educational institution with over a quarter of a century
since its establishment, plays a significant role in the growth, expansion, and
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Issue 54 development of education, as well as in raising the graduation level and advancement
Volume 21 of individuals in Iranian society. Training human resources for entering the labor
Page 7 to 17 market is among the core activities of universities, including Islamic Azad University,

and this activity has a substantial impact on the country's growth and development.
This development has also influenced the university itself, becoming more tangible in
its physical structure and widely recognized by the public as an undeniable reality.
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statistical population included 370 residents of the surrounding neighborhoods;
however, to ensure reliability, 400 questionnaires were distributed, and 385 were fully
completed. Analytical software SPSS and Excel were used for data analysis. The results
indicate the university’s influence in economic, physical, social, and cultural
dimensions.

Research Objectives:

1. To study the institutionalization of the academic and scientific role of the
university within this area of Sari city.

2. To examine the increase of positive impacts and reduction of negative impacts
of the university on the surrounding neighborhoods and villages.

Research Questions:

1. How can proper site selection reduce the undesirable effects of the university
and enhance its positive impacts on the growth and progress of the region?

2. In what direction does the demographic and identity structure of the
neighborhood surrounding the university change?

** This article is an excerpt from the doctoral thesis of architecture titled "Investigating the Effects of Islamic Azad University,
Sari Branch on the Form and Structure of its Surrounding Environment and the Texture of the City of Sari," which was
completed under the guidance of Dr. Farah Habib and the advice of Dr. Iraj Etesam at Islamic Azad University, Science and
Research Branch.
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Introduction

In the contemporary era, the university has become a phenomenon that can be analyzed
from multiple perspectives. What has today become an international reality is the
university’s tangible and influential role across social, economic, cultural, scientific,
and political dimensions—an importance that continues to grow daily. Universities are
so deeply woven into the fabric of scientific and research relations and the mechanisms
of social and economic development that it is impossible to separate their role from the
complexities of developmental pathways. Moreover, the process of generating material
capital, which is essentially economic wealth, is closely intertwined with scientific
activities and the training of specialized personnel within universities.

For these reasons, the Islamic Azad University, Sari Branch, was selected for this study.
First, preliminary studies and observations indicate that this university, with nearly a
quarter-century of history, has caused significant changes in the spatial structures of its
surrounding areas. Consequently, this region, undoubtedly benefiting from projects
such as a hospital, will soon transform into one of the most active urban cores of Sari
city. Another reason is the tangible nature of many spatial transformations that have
occurred in the neighborhoods surrounding the university since its establishment. Given
these considerations, analyzing the various dimensions of the university’s impact on the
urban environment and the level of student graduation is a necessity that motivates this
research.

A review of previous studies shows that no independent research has yet been published
under this specific title. The objectives pursued by this research include examining the
physical changes influenced by the presence of the university unit on the city of Sari,
investigating the trends of social, cultural, identity, physical, and spatial changes in the
neighborhoods affected by the university, institutionalizing the academic and scientific
role of the university within this part of Sari county, and improving the impacts of
Islamic Azad University, Sari Branch, on the spatial structures of the surrounding fabric.

The applied method in this research is descriptive-analytical. Initially, the concepts
under study are introduced, followed by data collection from statistical centers and well-
equipped libraries. Subsequently, field studies are conducted through questionnaires
and interviews with local residents regarding the changes that have occurred, their
effects on residents’ lives, and the degree of their desirability. The current status of the
area under study is then described, leading to analysis, evaluation, and the proposal of
solutions. After data collection, Excel and SPSS software were used for data analysis.
It should be noted that the Student’s t-test and Friedman test were employed for data
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analysis. The Friedman test is a non-parametric (within-group) test used to compare the
mean ranks among k variables (groups).

Conclusion

Islamic Azad University, Sari Branch, has significantly influenced the development of
the physical structure of its surrounding neighborhoods. The population growth around
the university and the consequent increased demand for residential units, coupled with
the preference of university staff to live nearby, have led to a rise in building density in
these areas. This is evident in the emergence of residential complexes and a shift from
villa-style houses to apartment buildings, with numerous apartment complexes
constructed adjacent to the university. Additionally, the increase in residential units and
population has created demand for other land uses to meet the daily needs of residents,
resulting in the establishment of new commercial uses such as large shopping centers
(e.g., Iranian and Negin malls) to serve these needs.

Economically, the university has acted as a value-adding factor in the development of
the surrounding neighborhoods. Although factors like rising land prices, building rents,
inflation, and varying economic conditions over the years have influenced the market,
the establishment of the university triggered a significant surge in property values and
rents, driven by increased desirability and demand for land in the adjacent
neighborhoods. Field studies also reveal that the university has enhanced residents’
welfare, created new jobs, and increased consumption of goods and services in these
areas. However, due to limited access to detailed questionnaire data, this conclusion
remains somewhat general.

Beyond the immediate vicinity, [slamic Azad University, Sari Branch, has impacted the
entire Darya Road corridor (Farahabad Boulevard), encouraging the relocation of
seventeen other public and private university units from different parts of Sari city to
this route. Given that a large portion of their staff and faculty are non-local and
considering the touristic appeal of this university corridor, many faculty members have
settled in nearby residential areas known as faculty towns. Furthermore, the substantial
presence of students requiring rental housing has markedly changed the region’s
population. The influx of educated newcomers has raised the overall literacy level and
stimulated a desire for higher education among the traditional local population, leading
to shifts in local reference groups. Previously, the local population was primarily
engaged in agriculture and related jobs. Islamic Azad University, Sari Branch, can be
identified as the primary factor driving the increase in residential density, the rise in the
number of building floors, and the emergence of apartment residential complexes
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around the university. Prior to the establishment of this unit, according to Google Maps
from 2003, the surrounding areas and even the Farahabad corridor had limited land uses,
low building density, and predominantly low-rise structures. With the establishment of
the Sari unit, numerous residential and apartment complexes, as well as service
facilities, have been developed to meet the needs of a large student population—
comprising approximately 12,000 students of the Islamic Azad University, Sari Branch,
and tens of thousands of students from other university units located along this corridor.
Additionally, a significant number of faculty and staff relocated to this area, further
increasing the demand for services.

Consequently, this has altered the city’s development trajectory, and ongoing urban
planning studies are accelerating this development. Given that the university’s
establishment was not anticipated in the original urban structure or future development
plans, and that the surrounding fabric’s capacity was insufficient to accommodate the
new population volume, the resulting disorder was predictable. The urgent needs of the
new population led to the construction of new residential towns and apartment buildings
without adherence to urban planning regulations
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