www.sysislamicartjournal.ir

Sourndal of Sslamic At Oditudhes Cﬁ/ﬁ’
(

The Function of Mythological Symbols in the Lyrical Imagery of Nader

Naderpour's Poetry in Comparison with Illustrated Timurid Shahnamehs

Mokhtar Ebrahimi ® " Manouchehr Jokar ® 2, Abdolah Taheri ® 3

*I' (Corresponding author) Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran, mokhtarebrahimi1400@yahoo.com
2 Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran, m.joukar@scu.ac.ir
3 PhD student in Persian language and literature, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran, taheri.abdollah20@gmail.com

Article Info ABSTRACT

Symbols and the use of symbolic language are among the most important tools for

Research Article creating poetic imagery and mental elaborations, particularly in contemporary Persian

Issue 55 literature. Through symbols, a poet can transform inner, spiritual, and psychological
Volume 21 thoughts into tangible and objective forms. Due to their interpretative nature, symbols
Page 7 to 31 liberate literary texts from one-dimensionality, allowing readers to derive multiple

meanings from the text. The aim of this research is to demonstrate, through an
analytical-descriptive method, library resources, and statistical data analysis, that the

Submission Date:  2021/05/11 mythological symbols used in Naderpour's poetry not only display lyrical poetic

g i imagery and create artistic ambiguity and pleasure for the audience but also serve other
Review Date: 2021/07/15 functions. By interpreting these mythological symbols and analyzing the resulting
Acceptance Date: 2021/09/21 lyrical imagery, the inner and conceptual thoughts behind these images can be
Publication Date: 2024/09/22 uncovered. This study, through a detailed examination of the lyrical imagery in

Naderpour's poetry and the extraction and interpretation of the mythological symbols

employed, reveals that these symbols—according to quantitative and statistical
Keywords results—serve national, social, romantic, philosophical, and boastful functions,
respectively. The findings indicate that in the lyrical imagery, the poet not only creates
innovative poetic images but also seeks to convey specific ideas to the audience. In this
v . endeavor, Naderpour utilizes mythological concepts and symbols as essential tools in
lyrical imagery, developing the intellectual themes of lyrical imagery in his poetry. Lyrical imagery also
illustrated Timurid Shahnamehs, holds a significant place in the illustrated Shahnamehs of the Timurid period.
Nader Naderpour.

Mythological symbols,
function of symbols,

Research Obijectives:

1. To examine the functions of mythological symbols in the lyrical imagery of Nader
Cite this article Naderpour's poetry.

Ebrahimi, M., Jokar, M. and 2. To compare the functions of mythological symbols in Naderpour's poetry with

Taheri, A. (2024). The function of those in the illustrated Timurid Shahnamehs.
mythical symbols in the lyrical

images of Nader Naderpour's Research Questions:
poetry in comparison with the
illustrated Shahnamehs of
Teymouri. Islamic Art Studies, 2. How do the functions of Naderpour's poetry compare with those in the illustrated
21(55), 7-31. Timurid Shahnamehs?

1. What are the functions of Nader Naderpour's poetry?

B dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.*
******.****‘**‘**‘*‘*/

dx.doi.org/10.22034/1AS
.2021.299395.1689

8 EEE 2676-7759/ © 2020 Islamic Art Press. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
e O i IS (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY/4.0/)



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5588-5681
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6606-3501
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2427-567X
https://www.sysislamicartjournal.ir/article_141232.html
https://www.sysislamicartjournal.ir/article_141232.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY/4.0/

2

Sourndal of Shlamic At Qdtudies

Issue 55, Volume 21, September 2024

Introduction

Symbols are among the tools poets use to create poetic imagery. In contemporary
Persian poetry, symbols play a prominent role in the creation of poetic images by poets.
The use of symbols shifts the reader's mind from the surface to the depth of the work,
playing a decisive role in deepening the work. Symbols are always accompanied by
ambiguity, and the artistic ambiguity created by symbols poses a serious challenge to
the audience's mind—a challenge that requires familiarity with various aspects of the
work, its creator, the surrounding environment, culture, history, and, more explicitly, a
comprehensive understanding of all human intellectual domains. Therefore, every
scientific and artistic discipline, out of necessity and from its unique perspective,
employs symbols.

An object, phenomenon, or element that becomes a symbol can easily carry a broad
range of meanings. For this reason, Charles Chadwick (1932) believes: "With the help
of symbols, inner thoughts and emotions can be conveyed not through direct
explanation or explicit comparison of those thoughts and emotions to tangible images,
but by hinting at their nature and using unexplained symbols to evoke those emotions
and thoughts in the reader's mind" (Chadwick, 1996: 11). Indeed, symbols express
general and ambiguous concepts through specific and apparent subjects.

The history of symbolic poetry in Persian literature largely traces back to the realm of
mysticism. Mystics have always used symbolic language to express their inner emotions
and thoughts. However, in the realm of social and political issues, poets and writers
sometimes avoid direct expression due to certain considerations. In other words, "in
works with political and social content, the poet is well aware that direct and raw
expression of social and political issues would strip their poems of literary and poetic
qualities. Therefore, they sought methods that, while maintaining political and social
engagement, would not diminish the literary and artistic richness of their poetry, and
this method is symbolic expression™ (Hosseinpour Chafi, 2004: 203). The beginning of
symbolism in contemporary Persian poetry can be traced back to around 1937 and Nima
Yushij's poem "The Phoenix." After Nima, his followers continued this style of poetic
expression (see Shafiei Kadkani, 2012: 119). Following Nima, the tendency toward
symbolism and the use of symbolic language in expressing inner thoughts and emotions
gained significant popularity.

Nader Naderpour (1929-2000) is among the most romantic poets of contemporary
Persian literature, and the use of symbols holds a special place in his poetry. His
meticulous choice of words, innovative compound constructions, condensed imagery,
and the identification of humans with nature in his poetry have contributed to his
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distinctive style and the creation of unique lyrical poetic imagery. These images are
sometimes so fresh and original that they encourage the audience to read his poems
multiple times. In the early 1960s, when avant-garde movements in Persian poetry
began and debates between traditionalists and modern poets were at their peak,
Naderpour maintained a balance, positioning himself between these various poetic
spectrums. As a result, he garnered support from both sides; on one hand, Khanlari with
his classical perspective, and on the other, Yadollah Royaee, who believed in modern
and avant-garde poetry, both praised Naderpour's poetry and maintained their poetic
relationship with him. Naderpour, who composed poetry in both traditional forms—
particularly the chaharpareh (quatrain)—and Nimaic forms, often created intricate
imagery in his poetry that was purely poetic and devoid of any specific meaning.
However, in many instances, his work reflects "an attention to classical cultural
traditions, the concerns of modern urban life, the presentation of dark romanticism, and
political thought" (Zarghani, 2012: 258). Yadollah Royaee, in his critique of
Naderpour's collection Sormeh-ye Khorshid, describes Naderpour's poetry as
"representative of his generation and era, a generation that has seen the face of its time
in the mirror of rebellion, compromise, regret, and failure" (Langaroudi, 1998: 2/572).

Several studies have been conducted on Naderpour's poetry, most of which focus on its
rhetorical and structural aspects or compare his poetic imagery with that of other poets
in terms of figurative language. Less attention has been paid to the content, intellectual
themes, and underlying ideas in his poetry. Furthermore, no prior research has
specifically addressed the topic of this study, nor has it examined the foundational
themes of lyrical imagery derived from mythological symbols in his work. Among the
studies that provide valuable insights into Naderpour's intellectual and thematic ideas,
as well as his poetic imagery, are the following:

The article "Some Romantic Meanings in the Poetry of Nader Naderpour" (Khalili
Jahantigh & Delaram, 2010). In this article, the authors explore romantic ideas in
Naderpour's poetry, highlighting themes such as nostalgia, romantic longing, death,
criticism of modern civilization, a return to childhood, ruralism, nature worship, and
patriotism. They conclude that Naderpour is one of the prominent romantic poets of
contemporary Persian literature, with romantic ideas prominently featured in his work.

The article "Ghazal and Love Poetry in Naderpour's Work" (Shaki, 2006: 73-78). This
article discusses Naderpour's focus on romantic themes and emotional relationships
between individuals, as well as themes such as death, melancholy, and sorrow arising
from emotional connections.
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The article "The Psychology of Pain in Naderpour's Poetry" (Sharifian, 2010). This
study examines the pain and regret expressed in Naderpour's poetry from a Jungian
psychological perspective, touching on themes such as nostalgia and the poet's longing
for Iranian myths.

Other articles on the imagery in Naderpour's poetry primarily focus on rhetorical and
figurative aspects.

Among the books that critique, analyze, and examine Naderpour's poetry are:

"Critique and Analysis of Naderpour's Poetry" (Salhshoor, 2001). In this book, the
author discusses Naderpour's poetry and its imagery from a rhetorical perspective,
reviewing the opinions of figures such as Gholamhossein Yusofi, Reza Baraheni,
Fereydoon Moshiri, Yadollah Royaee, Mohammad Zahri, Rahi Mo'ayyeri, Nosrat
Rahmani, Shahriar, and Khanlari regarding Naderpour's poetry and its characteristics.
The book also compares Naderpour's poetic imagery with that of poets from the
Khorasani style, particularly Manouchehri.

"Kohan Diyara: Critiqgue and Analysis of Naderpour's Poems" (Eidgah Torghabe'i,
2009). This book examines the imagery in Naderpour's poetry from a rhetorical and
figurative perspective. It also reviews the opinions of figures such as Khanlari,
Baraheni, Akhavan-Sales, Talli, and Royaee about Naderpour's poetry and includes a
selection of his poems at the end.

"Gold in Copper" (Baraheni, 1979), which briefly but precisely critiques and analyzes
Naderpour's poetic style and imagery.

In this study, we aim to use an analytical-descriptive method and library resources to
examine Naderpour's poetry, focusing on the functions of mythological symbols and
the poet's purpose in employing symbolic language. We seek to answer questions such
as: What is the poet's goal in using symbolic language? Do these lyrical images,
constructed through symbols and mythological references, serve a specific function or
thematic purpose, or are they merely lyrical images for poetic pleasure? By providing
quantitative data and analyzing the statistical results, we aim to identify the intellectual
themes underlying the mythological symbols in Naderpour's poetry. Additionally, this
study will examine the lyrical and mythological imagery in the illustrated Shahnamehs
of the Timurid period.

Conclusion

Symbols and the use of symbolic language are essential tools that enable a poet to
indirectly express their inner thoughts and ideas through poetic imagery. By interpreting
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the poetic images derived from the use of symbols, one can uncover the philosophical
underpinnings and intellectual themes of the poet. Nader Naderpour, by employing
mythological elements, has created lyrical imagery in his poetry that, in addition to
artistic ambiguity and the generation of new meanings, conveys his inner thoughts to
the audience. As revealed through the statistical analysis in this study, Naderpour's
poetry, behind its fresh and original lyrical imagery, carries profound ideas that reflect
his connection to society and public culture, his philosophical and inquisitive mind, and
his alignment with the collective consciousness of the nation. His work also
demonstrates a deep love for humanity and human values. This underscores the
significance of this research and serves as a response to critics who view Naderpour's
poetry as devoid of content, merely consisting of intricate and complex poetic imagery.
Such critiques warrant reconsideration and revision.

It is recommended that researchers thoroughly examine Naderpour's poetry—as it
deserves—to reveal the intellectual and thematic ideas embedded within his poetic
imagery. This will demonstrate that the poetic images in his work not only provide
aesthetic pleasure but also carry substantive and meaningful functions. Similarly, in the
illustrated Shahnamehs of the Timurid period, many lyrical symbols are reflected, a
phenomenon that can be attributed to the deep-rooted presence of mythological
concepts in Iranian culture and art.
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