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Iranian painting, as a cultural heritage and a symbolic and spiritual asset,
requires effective and appropriate educational conditions. This research aims to
examine the role of miniature painting in the higher education of traditional arts,
evaluate the challenges facing the miniature painting course, and propose
solutions for its enhancement within the undergraduate curriculum of
handicrafts. The authors have employed a comparative approach to analyze
this course alongside others within the higher education system, enriching the
findings. The summary of these findings indicates that the current state of the
miniature painting course is inadequate for several reasons. These include a
mismatch between the allocated time and the course objectives, overly extensive
content that combines both illumination and miniature painting, a lack of
emphasis on the crucial topic of design, weaknesses in course description
writing, and misaligned assessment methods with the course goals. Another
significant issue is the excessive parallel efforts that separate miniature painting
and illumination from handicrafts, along with the overall low priority of this
course in the undergraduate handicrafts curriculum. To address these
shortcomings, the research presents suggestions and solutions for improving the
course or potentially replacing it with a more suitable option that aligns with the
program's objectives. These recommendations are structured coherently as a
revised course description and a preliminary proposal.

Research Objectives:

1. To identify the challenges of miniature painting education in the
undergraduate handicrafts curriculum.

2. To propose solutions and recommendations for enhancing the current
situation.

Research Questions:

1. What are the strengths, weaknesses, and inefficiencies of the miniature
painting course in the undergraduate handicrafts curriculum (according
to the guidelines of the Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology)?

2. What suggestions and solutions can improve the current state of
miniature painting education in the undergraduate handicrafts
curriculum?
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Introduction

The rapid advancements in human societies in the contemporary world necessitate the
enhancement of specialized skills and expertise in our country. Achieving this goal
among learners will undoubtedly yield favorable outcomes, significantly improving
their efficiency and productivity. The history of Iranian painting and miniature art,
rooted in the cultural and religious beliefs of the people, has always reflected a unified
spirit and high values. Efforts to revive the delicate arts of miniature painting and enrich
Iranian painting depend on the work and activities of designers and educational-
research planners. Based on the country's comprehensive scientific roadmap and the
opinions of several experts, revising, optimizing, and improving curricula, syllabi, and
educational units are among the most critical necessities of the current era. However, a
diagnosis of the current state of higher education in traditional arts in Iran reveals that
no coherent and significant review or modernization has been conducted. Therefore, if
the current conditions persist, we will undoubtedly witness the weakening of the
traditional arts education system and, consequently, the inefficiency of graduates in
these fields.

Higher education in handicrafts represents the highest level of education in this field in
Iran. The undergraduate curriculum for handicrafts was developed in 1987, and despite
over three decades passing and numerous national and international developments, it
has not been reviewed or optimized.

It should be noted that the educational program for any field at any level consists of two
main components, and the undergraduate handicrafts program is no exception. The first
component is the written resources and documents that serve as the roadmap for
planners and instructors, and the second is the implementation of these documents in
practice. Given that the second component requires deep, long-term, and often field-
based research, and considering that the implementation process depends on the written
syllabus, this article focuses primarily on the current syllabus as the only available
written document. Initially, the article provides a clear definition of handicrafts and
examines significant movements and the history related to handicrafts education.
Subsequently, the current undergraduate syllabus is analyzed in terms of its various
sections. This stage, which, according to the author's background research, has not been
conducted before, sets the stage for diagnosing the challenges of the existing units in
the syllabus, with a specific focus on miniature painting in this study. Another aspect
involves identifying the miniature painting unit in the syllabi of other undergraduate art
programs. The complementary sections, including analysis, conclusions, and
recommendations for optimization, are defined at the end of the article.
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Various studies have been conducted in the field of curriculum evaluation for different
disciplines. However, compared to these studies, fewer coherent and scientific
researches have focused on evaluating and proposing improvement strategies for art
disciplines. Below is a brief overview of studies conducted in the field of curriculum
evaluation and diagnosis in art disciplines, particularly handicrafts.

The articles presented at the "First National Conference on Higher Education in Art"
(2012) highlight numerous weaknesses in the curricula of most art disciplines,
especially handicrafts. These weaknesses primarily concern the inadequacy of the
current curriculum and syllabus in nurturing and showcasing artistic talents, the lack of
opportunities for creative ideas to emerge as fluid mental abilities, and ultimately,
students' insufficient skills to realize their ideas and thoughts for entering society. The
findings of the research by Hejazi and Karimi (2012), one of the articles from the
aforementioned conference, indicate that comprehensive changes or revisions in the
titles and content of the handicrafts curriculum are essential for effectiveness, alignment
with students' needs, and the qualitative development of skills and creativity among
students. Additionally, Alinejad (2012), through an analysis of creativity education
components and action research in the classroom, attributes the failure of handicrafts
students to reach the stage of creativity in workshop courses to the lack of attention to
fundamental components of creativity education in the curriculum.

Sadaati (2008), in his analysis of the handicrafts curriculum, argues that the
development of handicrafts necessarily depends on transforming and revising the
content and syllabi of the courses in this field. Among the few studies that have touched
on the topic of teaching Iranian painting in higher art education is the article by
Salehipour (2013) titled "Forgotten Challenges and Their Implications for Higher Art
Education in Iranian Painting."” It is worth noting that this article primarily discusses
philosophical debates surrounding theories of tradition, modernism, and
postmodernism and their potential impacts on the state of Iranian painting education,
without providing an objective and detailed examination of Iranian painting education.

Another relevant study in this field, conducted by Bayat and Karimi, titled "The
Absence of Design in Specialized Courses of the Handicrafts Discipline," is closely
related to the present research. This study highlights the weaknesses and challenges in
the specialized courses of the handicrafts discipline, with a particular emphasis on the
design component.

The points discussed above demonstrate the inefficiency of the current undergraduate
handicrafts curriculum and the necessity of its revision and optimization. Based on the
studies reviewed for this research, several key observations can be made:
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1. Theoretical and Historical Focus: Most existing research has approached the
topic of education from a historical or theoretical perspective, often neglecting
practical and actionable insights.

2. Lack of Detailed Case Studies: Except for a few studies that have examined
specific course units in certain disciplines, the majority of research has taken a
holistic view of art education, missing opportunities for targeted improvements.

3. Gap in Curriculum Diagnosis and Improvement: There is a noticeable lack
of research focused on diagnosing the challenges of course units in art
disciplines, particularly in the teaching of miniature painting in the
undergraduate handicrafts curriculum, and proposing actionable solutions for
improvement.

Given these observations, it is evident that research like the present study is both
necessary and beneficial. This research falls under the category of developmental
studies in terms of its objectives. Methodologically, it is descriptive-analytical and
employs a comparative approach. By focusing on the specific challenges of the
miniature painting course within the handicrafts curriculum and offering concrete
recommendations for improvement, this study aims to contribute to the enhancement of
art education in Iran.

The findings of this research underscore the importance of revising the curriculum to
address its current shortcomings, such as the mismatch between course objectives and
allocated time, the lack of emphasis on design, and the misalignment of assessment
methods with educational goals. Additionally, the separation of miniature painting and
illumination from the broader handicrafts curriculum and the overall undervaluation of
these courses need to be addressed.

In conclusion, this study advocates for a comprehensive review and optimization of the
undergraduate handicrafts curriculum, with a particular focus on the miniature painting
course. By doing so, it seeks to ensure that graduates are equipped with the necessary
skills and creativity to contribute meaningfully to the preservation and advancement of
Iranian traditional arts.

Conclusion

The evaluation of curricula, including syllabi and course units in traditional arts
disciplines, is an essential and significant area of research today. The findings of this
study, which aims to address this issue, can be presented at two levels. The first level
involves evaluating and diagnosing the current state, which aligns with the first research
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guestion. In this section, some of the most critical challenges and necessary areas for
improvement are highlighted.

1.

Mismatch Between Allocated Time and Course Nature: The time allocated
for the miniature painting course does not align with its objectives and content.
It is recommended that a group of experts determine the appropriate time
allocation for each topic in miniature painting and illumination.

Low Priority of Miniature Painting in the Handicrafts Curriculum: Given
the broad scope of the handicrafts discipline, there is insufficient space in the
undergraduate curriculum to include specialized courses that meet contemporary
societal needs.

Neglect of Critical Topics: Important topics such as specialized design and
familiarity with specialized tools are inadequately addressed. Design is a crucial
component of traditional arts, yet it receives minimal attention in the current
course description.

Incomplete and Inaccurate Representation: Due to numerous weaknesses in
the teaching of miniature painting and illumination, students are provided with
an incomplete and inaccurate understanding of authentic Iranian art. This can
lead to the dissemination of incorrect information, student disengagement, and
the production of subpar works in this deeply rooted art form.

Outdated Curriculum: The current undergraduate handicrafts curriculum,
developed in the 1980s, no longer aligns with contemporary societal needs. The
addition of independent disciplines such as calligraphy and miniature painting,
as well as Islamic art, has further complicated the situation.

Lack of a Comprehensive Course Description: The current course description
for miniature painting is flawed, with unclear objectives and insufficient
differentiation between theoretical and practical components.

Overlap with Other Disciplines: The merging of miniature painting and
illumination, which require separate teaching spaces, and the overlap with other
disciplines such as calligraphy and miniature painting, as well as Islamic art,
have led to redundant efforts and inefficiencies.

In response to the second research question, the following points can be made:

1.

Prominent Role of Miniature Painting in Related Disciplines: In the syllabi
of calligraphy and miniature painting, as well as Islamic art, miniature painting
holds a significant position. For instance, in the calligraphy and miniature
painting program, over 41% of specialized units are dedicated to miniature
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painting, while in Islamic art, this figure exceeds 34%. These percentages do not
include illumination, which would further increase the figures.

2. Comprehensive and Coherent Curriculum: In terms of content and quality,
the teaching of miniature painting in related disciplines includes theoretical
foundations such as historical principles, style analysis, familiarity with
prominent artists and schools, and technical knowledge. On the practical side,
the curriculum progresses systematically from basic tools and canvas preparation
to advanced techniques such as brushwork, detailing, and portraiture. This
coherent and specialized approach fosters a more accurate understanding of this
authentic Iranian art form among students and enhances the expertise of
graduates.

In response to the second main research question, which focuses on proposing solutions
and recommendations based on the analysis of challenges and inefficiencies in
miniature painting education, a selection of suggestions is presented in the table below,
along with explanations.

Proposed Solutions and Recommendations

Challenge Proposed Solution

Mismatch between time and | Form a committee of experts to revise time allocation
course goals for each topic.

Low priority of miniature | Reassess the curriculum to prioritize miniature
painting painting and allocate more resources.

Neglect of design and tools | Introduce specialized design and tool-related courses
in the curriculum.

Incomplete representation Develop a comprehensive course description with
clear objectives and content.

Outdated curriculum Update the curriculum to reflect contemporary needs
and developments.

Overlap with other | Redefine course objectives and reduce redundancy by

disciplines differentiating content.

By addressing these challenges and implementing the proposed solutions, the
undergraduate handicrafts curriculum can be optimized to better serve students and
preserve the rich heritage of Iranian traditional arts.

Final Remarks
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This research has sought to address the inefficiencies of the miniature painting course
in the undergraduate handicrafts curriculum by providing actionable recommendations.
By focusing on a specific case study and avoiding generalizations, this study offers
valuable insights that can contribute to the optimization of traditional arts education.
However, due to the limitations of this article, certain areas could be further developed
and strengthened.

Future research could explore the effectiveness of other course units in the
undergraduate handicrafts curriculum and other traditional arts disciplines.
Additionally, a broader examination of art education as a whole could yield valuable
recommendations for improvement.

A preliminary proposal for revising the course description of Workshop 6 (Miniature
and Illumination) in the undergraduate handicrafts curriculum is provided in the
appendix of this article, following the references.

By implementing these recommendations, the undergraduate handicrafts curriculum
can be optimized to better serve students, preserve the rich heritage of Iranian traditional
arts, and meet the demands of contemporary society.
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