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Introduction

Literature is an event that occurs within language. In essence, the function of language
in literature is distinct and unique, setting literary texts apart from non-literary ones. In
other words, the difference between a literary text and a non-literary text lies in the way
language is used. One of the techniques for transforming a text into literature is
foregrounding and defamiliarization, achieved by deviating from the norms governing
language. Foregrounding refers to the use of linguistic elements in a way that draws
attention to the manner of expression, making it unconventional. Foregrounding
involves a deviation from standard language, where a linguistic element is used
unusually to capture the audience's attention. Mukarovsky views foregrounding as a
conscious process, and the more consciously it is applied, the less automatic it becomes.
In the process of foregrounding, factors such as coherence, systematicity,
expressiveness, motivation, and aesthetics must be considered, with expressiveness and
aesthetics being the most important (Safavi, 2004: 36-40).

Foregrounding can take the form of rule addition, such as adding metrical patterns to
language, or rule violation, which involves moving away from the norm and creating
innovative forms (Mozafari, 2013: 52). The ultimate goal of foregrounding is to create
literary constructs along the paradigmatic and syntagmatic axes of words. The creation
of literary beauty is a complex and extensive process that relies on a creative mind,
which is responsible for producing foregrounding. Literature is the art of refining and
adorning language in a way that enhances its beauty and the impact of its message. The
speaker deliberately and consciously uses specific linguistic forms, transforming
everyday language into something extraordinary, thereby engaging in the process of
linguistic foregrounding and ultimately entering the realm of literature and poetic
language.

The concept of foregrounding was first introduced by the Formalists and Structuralists,
with various theories proposed by figures such as Shklovsky and Mukarovsky (of the
Prague School) and later by Leech, an English linguist. Leech, in his linguistic approach
to English poetry, considers deviation a tool for poetic creation. He identifies two
primary channels for linguistic foregrounding: deviation from norms and rule addition.
In other words, Leech suggests two types of foregrounding: 1) deviation from the rules
of automatic language, and 2) rule addition. Shafiei Kadkani, however, categorizes
foregrounding into two groups: musical and linguistic (Dezfoulian, 2005: 56).

Deviation (or rule violation) involves departing from the norms of standard language
and creating a lack of alignment between meanings and automatic language. However,
not all deviations from linguistic norms qualify as deviation, as some result in structures
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that are not aesthetically pleasing and cannot be considered beautiful literary
innovations. Deviation comes in various forms, including phonological, archaistic,
stylistic, dialectal, semantic, grammatical, orthographic, and lexical (Safavi, 2004: 42-
55).

When deviation occurs consciously, beautifully, and in a norm-governed manner, it not
only enriches poetry but also contributes to the vitality and growth of language
(Rouhani, 2009: 67). Safavi's classification of deviation types is based on Leech's
theories, which categorize deviation into eight types: 1) lexical deviation, 2) syntactic
deviation, 3) phonological deviation, 4) temporal deviation, 5) stylistic deviation, 6)
dialectal deviation, 7) orthographic deviation, and 8) semantic deviation. It is important
to distinguish deviation from rule addition; while deviation is essential for poetry, rule
addition focuses on creating balance and order in language. Deviation creates poetry,
whereas rule addition establishes harmony and structure in language.

A review of previous research indicates that no independent study has been conducted
on this topic. This research examines deviation in two contemporary Persian poetic
movements, focusing on the works of a VVolumist poet (Bijan Elahi) and a Romantic
poet (Hamid Mosaddegh). The similarities and differences in their poetic styles are
analyzed and artistically interpreted, taking into account their respective schools of
thought and philosophical orientations.

Conclusion

The concept of deviation cannot be overlooked, as the beauty of the texture and structure
of a literary work often hinges on its skillful application. The use of this technique also
reflects the artistry and skill of the poet. The poems of Hamid Mosaddegh and Bijan
Elahi, woven with their poetic, philosophical, mystical, and imagistic insights,
exemplify this claim. The analysis of their works reveals that both poets extensively
employ lexical and stylistic deviations in their poetry. Lexical deviation, in particular,
is highly frequent and prominent in the works of both poets. However, in Bijan Elahi's
poetry, this lexical innovation, combined with the creative use of imagery, paradox,
oxymoron, symbols, similes, metaphors, and more, results in a more visually striking
and conceptually rich aesthetic.

In Hamid Mosaddegh's poetry, lexical and dialectal deviations can be categorized into
seven groups:

1. Colloquial vocabulary,
2. Common and conversational terms,

3. Idioms and proverbs,
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4. Colloquial pronunciations,
5. Allusions to folk tales,

6. Folk beliefs and customs,
7. Local vocabulary.

Among other types of deviation, phonological and stylistic deviations, achieved through
the use of local and colloquial words, as well as temporal deviation, marked by the
frequent use of nouns, adverbs, verbs, and particles, are more prevalent in Mosaddegh's
poetry. However, syntactic deviation is less prominent in the works of these poets.

It must be acknowledged that the deviations employed in the poetry of these two poets
do not hinder the clarity of their expression. On the contrary, in most cases, these
deviations enhance the beauty and prominence of their poetry, making it a testament to
their artistic mastery.
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