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Introduction

In today's world, large cities or metropolises hold special significance in shaping
economic, social, cultural, political and technological currents, having effectively
transformed into dynamic hubs of production and socioeconomic development in the
contemporary world (Shakoei, 2008: 208). Modern metropolises are considered centers
of wealth, power, mass production, cultural innovations, various ideologies and
ultimately centers of mass consumption (Kalantari et al., 2012: 58). Due to
characteristics such as concentration, diversity, dynamism and mobility, they possess
great potential for nurturing and attracting creative human capital and consequently
achieving economic development (Ashtari et al., 2014: 16).

For creativity to become a natural part of urban governance, this responsibility must be
complemented by teamwork and partnership (Taghvaei et al., 2017: 82). Cities have
been the locus of modern transformations, innovative movements and rapid societal
changes in recent centuries. These accelerated urban changes perhaps represent the most
important distinction between developed and underdeveloped nations, creating
competition among cities. In the 21st century, cities adopt numerous tactics for
competition. Attracting elites and creative talents appears to be a common strategy
among media professionals and politicians - whereas in the past the focus was on
attracting skilled and semi-skilled workers, current competition revolves around
attracting those with expertise in technology and information, arts and culture, creativity
and innovation through employing sustainable development indicators (Seifoldini et al.,
2007: 10).

Sustainable development is a process through which people meet their needs and
improve their living standards without depleting resources that belong to future
generations (Taghvaei & Kyumarsi, 2012: 22). The most important cultural innovation
policy of recent years has been the emergence of the term "creative city" as a civic
driving force. Cities are increasingly conceptualized using this term which signifies the
importance of culture and arts in urban fabric (Hosseinpour et al., 2013: 147).

The creative city concept expands the horizons of urban managers, planners and
developers in analyzing solutions to urban problems while respecting diversity of
interests and opinions across the city. Ultimately, the creative city enables the
circulation of citizens' ideas for improving their living environment and quality of life
(Scot, 2014: 43). The year 2002 marked a turning point in creative city theory - the same
year Richard Florida published his highly influential book "The Rise of the Creative
Class." This represented a major development that suddenly expanded discussions of
creativity as driving forces for urban development. In his research titled "Creative
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Cities," Scott addressed issues related to creative cities and regions, demonstrating how
new economic structures manifest economic and cultural innovation in creative cities
(Bidram, 2016: 18-31).

The creative city serves as a promising strategy for urban residents, helping them
develop their mental imaginations, cultivate their talents and fundamentally rebuild
their cities while providing grounds for urban development (Jopek, 2014: 182). This
theory attempts to describe qualities that make the mental image of the city more
beautiful for citizens and its memory more enduring. The creative city measures
creativity as part of general intelligence, thus considering increased innovation capacity
and knowledge production as indicators of social progress (Akbari Motlag, 2015: 4).
The creative city views creativity as central to urban development because its
infrastructure emerges through urban development projects based on technological
knowledge and innovation (Inkinen, 2016: 136). Ultimately, the city is established as
an ideal place for attracting creative human capital and the creative class.

Creative city planning primarily emphasizes urban spatial typologies and scales.
Achieving this requires focusing on implementing major architectural projects, urban
streetscapes, and creating cultural plazas and districts (Scott, 2014: 567). The diversity
and high capacity of spatial elements in urban environments create numerous essential
indicators for establishing creativity in urban areas. Creative economic sectors - music,
media, design, performance, and literary expression - constitute significant components
of urban economies. These sectors indirectly contribute to aspects such as tourism
attraction and creating vibrant urban spaces (Landry, 2010: 3).

The creative city introduces innovative approaches for transitioning cities from static
conditions while simultaneously emphasizing technology, infrastructure, production
sectors, and human resources (Vickery, 2011: 4). The industrial era and emergence of
concepts like globalization and world city creation have strengthened cities' motivations
to be listed among globally recognized, advanced, attractive, distinctive, and diverse
urban centers.

Creativity requires spaces where it can grow, thrive, and ultimately progress. These
potential spaces cannot be realized solely through physical urban development, as the
city's social fabric and culture must also engage in the development process (Taghvaei
etal., 2018: 132). All creative hardware and software infrastructures must be established
to provide suitable grounds for discovering, creating, nurturing, and attracting creative
ideas, enabling the development and continuity of individuals' ideas and creativities
(Ebrahimezadeh & Niri, 2018: 7).
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Ultimately, the creative city facilitates the circulation of citizens' ideas for improving
their living environment and quality of life (Scott, 2014: 43). The creative city concept
expands urban managers', planners’, and developers' perspectives in analyzing solutions
to urban problems while respecting diverse interests and beliefs across the city. Cities
have been the locus of modern transformations and rapid societal changes in recent
centuries, and for creativity to become an inherent part of urban governance, this
responsibility must be complemented through teamwork and partnership (Taghvaei et
al., 2017: 82).

Iranian metropolises also contain extensive facilities and services that distinguish them
from other cities in the country. Additionally, economic activity diversity, concentration
of educational centers, technological and information production activities, and
possession of major cultural centers can attract creative capital and provide suitable
conditions for maintaining relatively comfortable living standards (Asgari Savadjavani,
2014: 4).

Today, Tehran faces numerous challenges including noise pollution, traffic and
transportation issues, and problems stemming from fossil fuel consumption. All these
factors have caused these human settlements to grapple with increasing difficulties.
While the urban system contends with these challenges, urban management strives to
find innovative and creative solutions across various dimensions of urban design, urban
planning, and other managerial levels to achieve urban sustainability and resolve many
problems through such approaches. One major issue in Tehran is the complexity of
problems, diversity of challenges, and lag in meeting citizens' demands. In such cases,
to reduce costs, accelerate goal achievement, and ensure comprehensive development
impacts across all aspects, groups, and the vast expanse of Tehran, it appears creative
strategy models should be prioritized in urban managers' and authorities' agendas.

Conclusion

Today, Tehran faces numerous challenges including noise pollution, traffic congestion,
transportation issues, and problems stemming from fossil fuel consumption. These
challenges have created increasingly complex problems for urban settlements. While
the urban system grapples with these issues, city management is striving to find
innovative and creative solutions across various dimensions of urban design, urban
planning, and other management levels to address these problems.

A creative city is one built on citizens' needs that utilizes advanced technologies to
enhance competitiveness, sustainable development, and urban quality of life. Founded
on the latest evolved theories of urban management and information technology, its
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most crucial aspect is perhaps governance and citizenship. When we discuss developing
sustainable and responsive cities capable of meeting diverse public needs with
flexibility, we ultimately arrive at the concept of the creative city.

The creative city serves as a center for education and creative workforce. Human factors
include creative power, social learning, education, as well as residents' social capacities,
public services, soft infrastructure (knowledge networks, volunteer organizations), and
cultural mixing. Another significant impact of creative citizens is the substantial
increase in economic and social opportunities within the city, creating a foundation for
sustainable urban development processes.

The creative city represents a sustainable, efficient urban environment with high quality
of life, aiming to address urban challenges (improving mobility, optimizing resource
use, enhancing health and safety, promoting social development, supporting economic
growth, and participatory governance) through:

« Information and communication technologies in services and infrastructure

« Collaboration among stakeholders and key shareholders (citizens, universities,
government, and industry)

« Investment in social capital

Built on knowledge sharing and cooperation across all societal levels, such a community
constitutes an open society where individuals can utilize, develop, and ultimately return
ideas to the community. We must identify problems, challenges, and opportunities
while planning for necessary legal frameworks and budgets to create creative cities.

Creative cities will soon replace traditional ones. Considering these factors, the
movement toward creative cities appears inevitable. To endure, creative cities must be
sustainable - a key characteristic of loT-enabled smart cities. This leads us to the
comprehensive concept of sustainable creative cities that should employ modern
technologies to develop green infrastructure, making cities sustainable and resilient.

For a truly innovative city, balance must be maintained between economy, environment,
and society to build a powerful, flexible sustainable creative city capable of
withstanding the test of time. Such equilibrium will ensure the city's long-term viability
while addressing contemporary urban challenges through creative, technology-driven
solutions that prioritize citizen needs and environmental sustainability.
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