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Light and color are key themes in mystical literature. The romantic epic Haft Peykar

ReSerfIpATIIlg (also known as Bahramnameh or Haft Gonbad), the fourth work of Nizami Ganjavi, is

Issue 57 considered one of his masterpieces. This study employs descriptive, comparative, and
p y employ p p

Volume 22 documentary methods to examine illustrations from Nizami’s Haft Peykar (the

Page 54 to 73 legendary tale of Bahram’s seven domes). In this regard, the philosophical and mystical

concepts of light and color—from the perspectives of certain mystics, Nizami’s
interpretation, and their connection to imagery—are elucidated. An analysis of the
Submission Date:  2022/02/10 mystical meanings of various colors reveals that colors are, in fact, manifestations of
g differing lights, speaking to the truth of human existence and the stages of individual
Review Date: 2022/04/17 evolution toward transcendence. In Haft Peykar, light and color are linked to
Acceptance Date: 2022/06/21 transcendent thought, expressed allegorically and symbolically. They reflect Nizami’s
Publication Date: 2025/03/21 perception of the symbolic meanings of light and color from a mystical perspective in
Haft Peykar, where the painter-artist relied on the mystical concepts of the literary text,

utilized them to the fullest, and imbued the works with a distinct mystical aura.

Keywords I
Research Objectives:
Haft Peykar of Nizami,
Persian miniature painting, 1. Identifying the mystical concepts of light and color in the literary text of Haft
) Peykar.

Bahram’s seven domes,

light, 2. Identifying the mystical concepts of light and color in the illustrations of
color. Bahram Gur’s story from the Khamsa of Nizami (Metropolitan Museum of

Art).

o A 2 Research Questions:
Cite this article

Karimi,S. (2025). Explaining the
Application of Light and Color in

1. On what basis are the visual and mystical-aesthetic dimensions of color and
light formed in Nizami’s poetry?

Ilustrations from Nizami's Haft 2. On what basis are the visual and mystical-aesthetic dimensions of color and
Peykar (The Tale of Bahram's light formed in the illustrations of Bahram Gur’s story from the Khamsa of
Seven Domes): A Case Study of Nizami (Metropolitan Museum of Art)?

the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Manuscript. Islamic Art

Studies, 22(57), 54-73.

B dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.
*******.****.**.**.*.*/

dx.doi.org/10.22034/IAS
.2022.346652.1988

8 REE 2676-7759/ © 2020 Islamic Art Press. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
i O e i i (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY/4.0/)



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5487-290X
https://www.sysislamicartjournal.ir/article_152253.html?lang=en
https://www.sysislamicartjournal.ir/article_152253.html?lang=en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY/4.0/

2

Sournal of Slamic At Qdtudbes
Issue 57, Volume 22, March 2025

Introduction

Nizami’s thought and his use of the spiritual concepts of light—and subsequently
color—in his works are rooted in the Iranian-Islamic intellectual tradition of the 6th
century AH (12th century CE), regarded as one of the most brilliant periods in the
history of thought. Thus, the philosophical and epistemological meanings of his poetry
are interwoven with visual and aesthetic dimensions. It might be said that Haft Peykar,
Nizami’s masterpiece, acts like a prism, refracting the poet’s luminous perception of
truth into seven symbolic and spiritual colors. Given this, a case study of the Haft
Gonbad manuscript and the nature of light and color in its illustrations can reveal
aspects of this mystical manifestation. The focus of this research is to explore the
mystical and aesthetic dimensions of light and color in the illustrated Haft Gonbad
manuscript at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

This study defines light and color from Nizami’s mystical perspective, examines their
influence on Haft Peykar, and traces their reflection in the illustrations of Bahram’s
seven domes. It seeks to answer: What is the meaning and concept of light and color
from Nizami’s mystical viewpoint, and how do the visual and aesthetic dimensions of
light and color emerge in his poetry and related paintings? The necessary data for this
research have been gathered through documentary analysis.

Regarding prior research, numerous articles have been published on color in Nizami’s
Haft Peykar: Ghazi-Zadeh and Khazaei (2005), in their article The Stations of Color in
Nizami’s Haft Peykar and Their Manifestation in Miniature Art, examined Islamic color
theory in Haft Gonbad, though the absence of mysticism from the Sufi perspective is
evident. Torkashvand (2009), in 4 Comparative Study of the Indigenous Application of
Colors in Iran and Color Psychology: A Case Study of Haft Peykar, analyzed the story
through psychology, without grounding the symbolism of colors in mysticism or
Nizami’s principles. Mohammadi (2010), in 4 Look at Narrative Elements in Haft
Peykar, analyzed the narrative elements of each tale in Haft Peykar, though the visual
dimension is notably absent. Nazari and Norouzi (2010), in 4 Study of the Red Dome
Story in Nizami’s Haft Peykar, examined the Red Dome from various perspectives, such
as characters and narrative elements, differing from the present study by lacking a
mystical approach to light and color in the text and illustrations. Abbasi (2010), in 4
Critique of the White Dome Story (Based on the Seventh Tale of Nizami’s Haft Peykar),
explored the story’s roots and mythological structures, omitting mystical symbols and
references to Nizami’s epic and Sufi thought. Behnamfar and Nazari (2010), in 4
Comparative Analysis of the Bewitching Fortress and the Red Dome in Nizami’s Haft
Peykar, concluded that Rumi, in composing the Bewitching Fortress, was influenced
by Nizami’s Red Dome or that both drew from a shared source. RezaNejad et al. (2020),
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in A Comparison of Color Usage in Verses and Visual Elements of Miniatures in Two
Epic Works: "Khosrow and Shirin" and "Layla and Majnun", found a significant
correlation between color frequency and the content of each work—elements of hope,
joy, and serenity are more prevalent in Khosrow and Shirin, while excitement,
spirituality, and sorrow dominate Layla and Majnun. They argue that Nizami, while
maintaining a holistic view of his narratives, meticulously employed details within an
overarching structure.

Conclusion

From Nizami’s perspective, light is the eternal radiance of the Divine Essence, which
manifests upon the human soul, intellect, and heart. That is, through purifying oneself
from impurities and mental preconceptions, one may be guided by the light of intellect,
attain self-knowledge through the light of the soul, and ascend through the light of the
heart. Color, too, is a manifestation of light—indeed, colors are but variations of light.
From the mystics' viewpoint, they are reflections of the radiance of Truth, appearing at
different stages of the seeker’s spiritual evolution.

The Haft Gonbad (Seven Domes) symbolize the connection between earth and heaven,
for they rise from the ground yet are built for human ascent—one who seeks to journey
from clay to the celestial spheres. These colored domes are places of awakening, and
Bahram Gur, representing the seeker, gains wisdom from each dome and each color.
The seven women from seven climes, each associated with a day of the week, a celestial
ruler, and their corresponding earthly elements (such as metals and colors), serve as
bearers of Truth, equipped with the language of the soul’s existence. They impart
mysteries to Bahram through stories, linking him to the heavens and the expanse of
creation.

The progression of colors begins with black—the darkness of human existence—and
culminates in white, the light that returns Bahram to the source of his being. By
internalizing the reflections of Truth, expressed symbolically through the seven colors,
Bahram traverses the seven chromatic stages and transforms into the perfected human.

It is worth noting that while artists have used color to enhance the allure of their works
for audiences, both poets and painters remain aligned in their principles. From a certain
perspective, one might say: The door still turns on the same hinge!
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