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Introduction

The word 'myth' (osttireh) is equivalent to the Latin word "Myth," derived from the root
"Mouth," meaning mouth and narration. English lexicographers have two meanings for
this word: 1- Ancient stories; 2- Incorrect beliefs and theories from previous centuries;
myths were also considered to fall within the realm of false, fabricated, and insignificant
legends; to the extent that "in the nineteenth century, anything contrary to fact was
called a myth" (Eliade, 2003: 52). In fact, since the 19th century, more attention was
paid to myth, considering it a fantasy or poetic story; whereas primitive people
distinguished between myth and legend (Ismailpour, 1991: 52). They considered myth
a true story and legend false. Myths are categorized into three main sections: 1- Myths
whose subject is gods and their enemies and how the material and spiritual world was
created; 2- Myths that are remnants of the era of the formation of peoples and their
settlement in ancient times and the epic stories related to them; 3- Myths related to the
end of the world and life in the other world after death. Since Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is
the product of centuries of evolution of the thought, culture, and literature of the people
of this land, and Ferdowsi in it travels not only as a masterful poet but also as a profound
researcher to the most distant periods of his land's history and returns to his society and
era with an abundance of epic and literature, it is evident that we observe the traces of
Iranian myths in the Shahnameh.

According to the division by "Bertels," the Shahnameh can be divided into three parts;
1- Mythological part: From the beginning of the book to the reign of Fereydun;
2- Heroic part: From the uprising of Kaveh the Blacksmith to the death of Rostam;
3- Historical part: From Bahman and Esfandiyar to Yazdegerd II1.

The mythological and heroic parts of the Shahnameh are replete with ancient myths
originating from the beliefs of ancient Iranian peoples, and reflections of these beliefs
and traditions are sometimes seen even among contemporary people. These myths
include mythological characters, beliefs, places, creatures, and tools; however, what is
addressed in this research is not mentioning all the myths of the Shahnameh, but three
instances of myths from the Shahnameh, parallels of which are also seen in the lives of
the Ulu al-'Azm (Arch) prophets. We aim to examine the archetype of passage through
water and fire and flight to the sky among the mythological characters of the Shahnameh
such as Fereydun, Siavash, and Kay Kawus, and their common aspects in the lives of
prophets such as Moses, Abraham, and Solomon (peace be upon them). The research
method in this study is qualitative and uses a library method to examine various texts;
also, a reasoning approach has been employed for analysis and interpretation.
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Conclusion

The Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, among Persian literary texts, contains thrilling narratives,
some of which have been shaped under the influence of the stories of the Holy Quran
and sacred texts. This article examines several myths, one of which is the myth of water,
for which several interpretations can be considered: 1- The myth of water in different
human cultures has been a symbol of the beginning of the stage of material creation and
the movement of the cycle of life within the cosmic structure. This role is manifested in
the initial creation of the world from water and the symbolic end of life in it; 2- The
myth of water is a symbol of immortality and the continuity of material life. This role
is symbolized in the myth of the water of life and healing water; 3- The third role of
water in myths is manifested in the myth of passage through water (the water ordeal)
and symbolic cleansing by it (the baptism myth), which symbolizes passing from an old
stage to a new transcendent stage in the form of the pattern of death and rebirth, as a
test of matter for spiritual purification.

The passage through fire, according to ancient Iranian belief, had two interpretations:
in the material world, it was performed for judgment and to prove an individual's
innocence; in the afterlife, it was used to punish sinners. Therefore, it might be said that
judgment by fire in the material world is a symbol of judgment in the afterlife. Naturally,
this fire possesses moderating characteristics. Just as in the hereafter sinners are
punished with fire, in the material world it also clarifies the truth or falsehood of claims.
According to religious narrations, even if faithful humans are placed in the furnace of
Hell's fire, not the slightest burning effect will be created on them, and just as fire had
no effect on Abraham's body, it will have no effect on them either; but disbelievers will
remain in the fire eternally. A comparison between the fire of Hell and the story of
Prophet Abraham (AS), as well as the punishment of sinners with fire, finds common
ground in Islamic beliefs—that passing through fire without burning is a sign of
transcending ordinary human conditions.

Also, among the diverse themes in the Shahnameh and Quranic stories is the "myth of
the abandoned child." This motif is one of the main themes in the lives of many gods,
kings, heroes, and prophets. Sometimes, abandoning the child is due to fear of
individuals who threatened his life; sometimes, this separation from the family is to
entrust the child to a skilled mentor or teacher who will train him to accept his future
responsibilities; at other times, the family abandons the child due to physical defects or
because they consider the child's existence a threat to the survival of their rule or their
own lives. However, in any case, all these abandonments lead to the glorious return of
the abandoned child in adulthood.
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