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ABSTRACT

Iranians, with their belief in the single origin of the Creator of the world, have made
great efforts in building mosques, which direct attention towards the higher realm and
unity. The largest mosque built in each city is the Jameh Mosque, which has sufficient
space for the Friday prayer congregation; this itself has played a very important role in
the significance of Jameh Mosques. One of the unique historical structures of our
country in the beautiful city of Shiraz is the Atiq Jameh Mosque, which holds pivotal
importance; among the most important themes that have always received the greatest
emphasis regarding this structure are the decorations of the Khoday-Khaneh or Dar al-
Mushaf. The aim of this study is first to introduce this valuable and ancient Iranian
work, and then, to examine the course of its evolution in different periods and attempt
a symbolist recognition of this work based on the placement of the inscriptions on the
facade of the Dar al-Mushaf. To conduct this research, documentary and library review
has been used, and following field studies, a visit to the structure was made, and finally,
3D modeling has been utilized for better understanding and conclusion.

Research Objectives:

1. Examining the symbolist status of the Khoday-Khaneh of the Atiq Jameh
Mosque of Shiraz.

2. Examining the symbolist influence of the Khoday-Khaneh of the Atiq Jameh
Mosque of Shiraz on the urban element of Shiraz.

Research Questions:

1. What is the symbolist status of the Khoday-Khaneh of the Atiq Jameh Mosque
of Shiraz?

2. How is the symbolist influence of the Khoday-Khaneh of the Atiq Jameh
Mosque of Shiraz on the urban element of Shiraz?
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Introduction

Islamic art seeks to bestow spirituality upon human life, and this creative, inventive
movement stems from the Islamic worldview and belief system. This important aspect
has been provided optimally in mosque architecture and not in any other architecture
(Hillenbrand, 2001). Perhaps this phenomenon is because other structures are concerned
with material worldly matters, whereas the structure of mosques is such that it reminds
one of God's presence in all directions and encompassing humanity. Perhaps this
statement alludes to this Quranic verse: "Wherever you are, God is with you," or it
draws attention to the fact that the East and the West belong to God, so wherever you
turn, there is the face of God. This feeling never exists in ordinary buildings, palaces,
or today's skyscrapers; because they lack spiritual feeling and a non-material dimension.
Considering the unique structure of the Atiq Jameh Mosque, which has an unusual
combination of unique components, for greater clarity of discussion and better results,
investigations have been conducted regarding the examination of the mosque's physical
structure, the examination of the Dar al-Mushaf (scriptorium), and the examination of
the placement of inscriptions on the fagade of the Dar al-Mushaf. Four general periods
can be outlined for the mosque; each period has a historical turning point in the
formation of the mosque's physical structure, involving either the evolution of the
structure or the creation of a new structure.

Considering the extent of damage to the mosque's physical structure due to earthquakes
and the restorations and renovations carried out in the contemporary period, discerning
the authentic parts of the mosque and their construction dates is very difficult. The
present research work, within the framework of the first part, examines the generalities
of the Jameh Mosque, and then in the second and third parts, meticulously examines the
main element of the Atiq Jameh Mosque, which has a more authentic appearance and
dated inscriptions, and has been described in written sources. The main objective of this
research, within the framework of the fourth part, attempts to explain the placement of
the inscriptions on the facade of the Dar al-Mushaf, which is shown through 3D
modeling. The present research has been conducted using a descriptive and analytical
method, relying on data from library sources and field observations.

A review of the research background indicates that no independent work with this exact
title has been written to date. However, some works have examined the Khoday-Khaneh
(Khodaynameh) of the Atiq Mosque of Shiraz. Ahmadi and colleagues (2013), in an
article titled "Pathology of the Stone and Tile Mosaic Inscription of the Khodaynameh
of the Atiqg Mosque of Shiraz," have examined the decorations used in the Atiq Jameh
Mosque. Banazadeh and colleagues (2015), in an article titled "Re-reading the
Evolution of the Khodaynameh of the Atiq Mosque of Shiraz," suggest that identifying
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the evolution of the Khoday-Khaneh will be effective for the reuse of this prominent
structure, which has held high value and status in almost all historical periods of the city
of Shiraz.

Conclusion

An urban element refers to a set of structural elements and features that give tangible
form to the cultural and historical characteristics of cities. Urban elements and features
include constructions and infrastructure such as buildings, streets, subways, and
bridges, as well as urban decorative elements like statues, squares, memorials, and
others.

Regarding the structure of the Khoday-Khaneh, considering the condition of the parts
that have been restored similarly to the dated fagade inscription of 752 AH, it remains
unknown to us. These inscriptions have Shiite themes and also differ in their execution
method from the original inscription. Apparently, this section was also created by
carving words into stone and filling the empty spaces with tiles. Given the 100%
destruction of these parts, it was not determined on what basis the builders restored the
structure during the renovation. The text of the large inscription surrounding the
Khoday-Khaneh, unlike other inscriptions, does not contain specific verses and hadiths
but is a composed text such that if parts of it are removed, the remainder cannot be
guessed and completed. In the end, the uniqueness of this structure as a religious symbol
can be emphasized. According to these explanations, it must be said that this historical
structure has the potential to be used as an urban element.
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