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Submission Date: 2022/09/16 content analysis, comparative analogy of texts, and hidden observation. By determining

‘ the objective and main research questions, various texts and physical and social

Review Date: 2022/11/10 variables influencing social cohesion have been examined. Among the stages of content

Acceptance Date: 2023/01/15 analysis conducted in this research are preparing texts for analysis, organizing them,

Publication Date: 2024/03/20 and finally reporting the obtained results. Social cohesion in Turkey occurs through the
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Keywords quarter). Additionally, the local alley in Turkish and Iranian neighborhoods and the

Neighborhood "door" as the main structure of the neighborhood in Morocco have led to the connection

X 4 between the house and the street, which has directly impacted social cohesion. The idea

Soc¥al Cohes19n, of an "articulation" (Mafsal) between two Turkish neighborhoods that connects

Social Interactions. adjacent areas, and the small scale of local communities in Moroccan cities, can be
utilized for contemporary urban developments suited to the life of each city.

Research Objectives:
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Introduction

A neighborhood creates identity for its residents; an identity that, in the words of
Norberg-Schulz, can be like a secure anchor and refuge amidst the chaos of the modern
city (Azkia and Bandari, 2011: 8). Urban neighborhoods, as one of the smallest
constituent parts of cities, can create sustainable habitation. A neighborhood consists of
two dimensions: social and physical. The physical fabric of the neighborhood and social
cohesion, by influencing and being influenced by each other, lead to the formation of
sustainable habitation in urban neighborhoods. However, urban neighborhoods today
face challenges due to the urban human's tendency towards individual independence.
The physical fabric of the neighborhood has been effective in social proximity, or so-
called social cohesion, the sense of neighborhood, and being a neighbor. For example,
narrow labyrinthine alleyways, elders sitting by their doorways, the semi-public entry
spaces of houses, pedestrian-friendly alleys, cul-de-sacs, and winding paths. In the
present research, while examining various definitions of a neighborhood, its different
dimensions are described, and subsequently, the role of the neighborhood in creating
social cohesion is elaborated. Furthermore, by examining the characteristics of
neighborhoods in countries such as Morocco and Turkey, which, like Iran, have had
traditional neighborhoods known by the same name, the influence of the neighborhoods'
physical fabric on social cohesion is addressed. This is done through a comparative
analogy to examine the impact of the neighborhood and its constituent elements on
social cohesion and its scale, in order to utilize the form of social cohesion from
different periods for contemporary developments and the redefinition of local collective
life. It is worth mentioning that this research examines the neighborhoods of Niavaran
in Iran, Kasap Ilyas and Kuzguncuk in Turkey, and Houma and Zouiyal Khdir in
Morocco. The content of the examination pertains to the neighborhood structures in the
15th, 18th-19th centuries, and the last 20 years in Turkey and Morocco, but an attempt
has been made to address the history of neighborhood formation from its beginnings to
the present in the case of Iran.

The questions of this research are: How has the physical fabric of traditional
neighborhoods influenced their social cohesion in Iran, Turkey, and Morocco? Is it
possible, while preserving the individual independence that is a need of contemporary
citizens, to bring about social cohesion as one of the most fundamental human needs as
a social being in urban developments? In general, given the role of neighborhoods in
social and urban issues, various researchers have addressed neighborhoods in diverse
fields. A common point in many of these texts is the acknowledgment of the necessity
of neighborhoods for sustainable development, social cohesion, and greater interaction
among neighbors.
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In the present research, first, through qualitative content analysis, the characteristics of
neighborhoods in Iran, Turkey, and Morocco have been extracted. Also, by studying
different texts and examining images, tables, etc., an attempt has been made to identify
the hidden and apparent content of the texts. Then, social cohesion, as the main subject
of the research, was selected as the unit of analysis. Subsequently, all words, sentences,
or phrases that have a similar meaning and are important according to the research topic
were separated as units of meaning; for example, words such as gorbad (proximity),
elders, social supervision, collective defense, etc. Then, simplification and condensation
were performed to abbreviate the texts, enabling comparison between texts while
preserving the semantic cores. Also, for better comparison, content areas within the
texts were specified. Using the units of meaning, coding was performed, and then
categories were created. In the current research, after studying over 53 articles, 21
articles of greater importance were selected, and sampling was done from among them.
After sampling, the unit of analysis and the unit of context were specified as previously
explained, and analysis was conducted based on them. Then, the analysis and inference
of results regarding the texts related to each of the countries under study were carried
out. After content analysis and the determination of the level of social cohesion, its
scale, and the influence of physical elements on it in each of the three aforementioned
countries, a comparative analogy was used to compare the characteristics, similarities
of neighborhoods in Iran, Turkey, and Morocco, and the type of social interactions
within them, and their effects on social cohesion were examined. It should be noted that
a necessary condition for comparative analogy is the similarity of two matters that, at
the same time, have decisive and evaluable differences (Piravi-Vanak, 2016: 5 and 6).
Subsequently, the neighborhood in the three countries of Iran, Turkey, and Morocco is
examined.

Conclusion

Neighborliness and being part of a locality are factors that, alongside creating social
cohesion, increase the sense of place attachment, and as is evident, enhance an
individual's sense of responsibility towards their living environment. In this way, the
city will move towards a sustainable society, and urban management costs will
decrease. In response to the research questions, it can be argued that elements such as
the alley (passage), mosque, bathhouse, local stalls, and school, which are physical
elements of traditional neighborhoods—as shown in Figure 10—regardless of the
bathhouse, which has lost its former function today, the other elements have the capacity
to create social cohesion in the contemporary city (Figure 11). Indeed, local schools
today play a very prominent role in this regard. However, based on the results obtained
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from examining social cohesion, in contemporary neighborhoods, creating an
articulation between two neighborhoods can lead to the connection of different
neighborhoods with each other and more interactions, which is itself a lesson from the
Turkish neighborhood, because by expanding the scale of local interactions while
preserving personal boundaries due to the multiplicity of associations, social
connections will form to some extent. In contrast, the lesson from social cohesion on
the scale of a Kuy (quarter) in a Moroccan city is that by strengthening local Kuys and
incorporating local elements that attract people, small-scale communities can be
achieved, thereby attaining social cohesion and interactions while preserving the
individual independence of residents. Strengthening social interactions, sense of place
attachment, trust, and resident participation at the neighborhood level will bring about
social cohesion, which leads to the revival of traditional neighborhoods in a modernized
form within the framework of small communities. The research process and results are
presented in Figure 12.
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