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Introduction

The most important cultural framework for Iranians is the Persian language and
literature, which, with its thousand-year history, represents the spiritual heritage of all
Iranian ethnic groups. Therefore, the importance and necessity of teaching and learning
the mother tongue from childhood through higher education is undeniable. Learning
Persian language and literature influences the comprehension of other subjects,
including physics, chemistry, mathematics, and more (Hasani, 2019: 22).

Textbooks, spiritually referred to as "the builders of future generations," are the most
crucial element of education after teachers. With their profound impact on the minds of
children and adolescents, they lay the foundation for the moral and social character of
tomorrow's men and women, as well as our national identity. Any effort made to prepare
and compile ideal texts directly and visibly affects the future destiny of the nation
(Riahi, 1963: 1).

Persian language and literature constitute the third domain among the eleven domains
of education and learning in the national curriculum framework. This framework
outlines the fundamental changes in this domain as follows: The teaching of Persian
language and literature emphasizes four language skills—Ilistening, speaking, reading,
and writing—through the decoding and encoding of auditory (phonetic) and visual
(written) symbols, along with metalinguistic skills (thinking, critique, and analysis) and
their application. It also focuses on Persian literature. In this domain, students gain an
understanding of language, beliefs, values, attitudes, linguistic structures, the status and
evolution of the Persian language, and the systematic corpus of artistic and aesthetic
elements in authentic and classical-contemporary literary sources.

The curriculum for Persian language and literature holds a valuable position in Iran's
Islamic educational system because, on one hand, it preserves cultural heritage, and on
the other, it is the most effective tool for transmitting knowledge, sciences, and
religious, cultural, and national values (Ghasempour, 2017: 21).

In the structure of this curriculum, language and literature, while interconnected, are
treated as distinct entities. The function of language is to establish connections and
convey messages, making it primarily a social phenomenon that assumes the
responsibility of transmitting concepts in an organized, dynamic, and living form. In
other words, the language of a people reflects their spirit and identity. Literature, too, is
a form of language—but a superior one that artistically conveys thought and culture. It
can be said that the mission of language is "what to say," while literature focuses on
"how to say it." In language, the emphasis is on message delivery, striving for
simplicity, clarity, and brevity. In literature, however, the goal is the expression of
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emotion, imagination, musicality, and, in a word, beauty. This is why language and
literature share an inseparable bond. Language serves as a tool for literature, and
literature, in turn, enriches and nurtures language. The dynamism of language, the
creation of new words and compounds, stems from the creative minds and imaginations
of literary figures.

Given these explanations, the two categories of language and literature are not identical
from an educational logic perspective. Language should be taught with a logical,
scientific, and rational approach, while literature requires an artistic and intuitive one.
Language instruction focuses on teaching, whereas literature aims to inspire, refine
emotions, and purify the inner self. In the structure of textbook lessons, literature is
organized in the form of beautiful and eloquent texts, poems, anecdotes, and stories
from classical and modern Iranian and world literature. Linguistic elements, meanwhile,
are compiled as grammatical, writing, and spelling lessons (Curriculum Guide for
Elementary Persian, 2011).

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method. After reviewing documents
such as the Fundamental Reform Document of Education, the National Curriculum, and
six textbooks—Persian 1, 2, and 3 for junior secondary (grades 7, 8, and 9) and senior
secondary (grades 10, 11, and 12)—along with six teacher guides for these levels, note-
taking commenced, and the results are incorporated throughout this article.

The statistical population consists of Persian textbooks for junior and senior secondary
education and all materials related to the teaching of visual and literary devices in these
books. After extracting and categorizing the literary devices in the textbooks for both
levels, the strengths and weaknesses in their teaching will be discussed. Finally, based
on statistics obtained through correspondence between Urmia University and the
National Organization for Educational Testing, the meaningful correlation between
these teaching methods and the results of responses to literary device questions in the
first national entrance exam under the new system will be examined. Frequency tables
and analysis of data from relevant charts will be used for inference.

Researchers in education, curriculum planning specialists, textbook authors, and
teachers have made significant and unparalleled contributions to this field. Persian
language and literature textbooks have always been at the forefront of this research
challenge, with numerous books, theses, articles, and research projects examining
various dimensions and aspects, from structure to content. Among these, the "Read and
Write" textbooks for elementary education, due to their longer history and the
foundational importance of this educational stage, have been the subject of the most
research.
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However, the textbooks under study in this thesis (Persian 1, 2, and 3 for junior and
senior secondary levels), being newly compiled and subject to annual revisions, have
only been briefly and incompletely addressed in articles or research projects found on
databases such as IranDoc, Noormags, Magiran, Civilica, Simorgh, etc. Most articles
focus on the role of Persian language and literature in the Fundamental Reform
Document and the National Curriculum, rather than providing a comprehensive analysis
of the structure and content of the textbooks in question. Some enlightening articles by
textbook authors have been published in specialized journals such as the Farhangestan
Newsletter and Roshd Persian Language and Literature Journal. Nevertheless, there
remains a gap in research theses, scientific articles, statistical analyses, content
critiques, and fundamental and structural studies in the fields of learning and
educational philosophy regarding Persian textbooks for junior and senior secondary
education.

Conclusion

The objectives of teaching literary devices in different countries around the world share
similarities, but comparing the degree of success of one relative to another directs
educational researchers to various factors, including the methods used in teaching in
secondary schools across different countries. The results of studies show; while Iranian
students did not perform well in improving their recognition of these literary devices,
some countries have shown significant progress. Numerous factors play a role in
creating vast differences in students' academic achievement. One factor is the culture of
teaching in various aspects of life, including elements such as textbooks, curriculum,
and the diversity of teaching methods for concepts. Some of these aspects, including
the form and structure of educational matters such as teaching hours and assessment
methods, are clearly defined, while others stem from the beliefs of students and teachers
about their goals and role in educational activities and the teaching-learning process
(Chakari Hakami, Kobra, 2018: 178).

Essentially, the reason for changing the textbook and compiling it in its current form
and its approach is unclear, but it undoubtedly requires fundamental changes in the area
of structure and content. This book shows that we have underestimated today's
generation in learning. Our adolescents and youth are eager to learn and become
familiar with their national and historical identity, and this is possible with the help of
literature textbooks. In the new textbooks, this objective is either not achieved at all, or
if there is a talented teacher, they must exert extra pressure on themselves and the
students to repair the disjointed concepts and teach them to the students, which also
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requires several times more time, a provision that our closed educational system, with
its specific and set scheduling, unfortunately does not allow teachers. They are forced
to present these fragmented and disjointed materials; which only shows students a
distorted image of Iranian literature (Miri, 2017: 11).

Now let's see what detailed objectives are envisioned for the Persian language course
in the National Curriculum, and how the average teaching hours for the Persian
language course have changed compared to the past:
The hours for detailed objectives and activities for different educational levels are as
follows in the reviewed curriculum:
First cycle of secondary education (7th to 9th grades):

e Recognition of Persian language and literature
Second cycle of secondary education (10th to 12th grades):

» Recognition of Persian language and literature and religious, local, and national
culture (Alavi Moghaddam, Khairabadi, 2012: 13).

The annual average distribution of formal educational time in this program for the
Persian Language and Literature course by grade level is as follows:
First cycle of secondary education grades (7th to 9th): 148 hours, which is an increase
of 8 hours compared to the current situation and constitutes 15 percent of total
instructional hours.

e Second cycle of secondary education grades (10th to 12th):
Literature and Humanities field: 215 hours with a 14-hour increase compared to
the current situation, accounting for 19.1 percent.
Experimental Sciences field: 110 hours with a ten percent decrease compared to
the current situation, accounting for 9.8 percent of total hours.
Mathematical Sciences field: 120 instructional hours with no change compared
to the current situation, accounting for 10.7 percent of total hours.
Islamic Sciences and Education field: 159 hours with no change compared to
before, accounting for 14.1 percent of instructional hours.
Technical and Vocational field: 91 hours with a 6-hour increase compared to the
current situation, accounting for 7.2 percent of instructional hours (Alavi
Moghaddam, Khairabadi, 2012: 14).

As can be seen, the intended objectives regarding Persian language and literature have
not changed much in structure and content compared to the past, and the teaching hours
for the Persian language and literature course have not changed significantly or tangibly
either. Given these explanations, a kind of confusion is even seen among the colleagues
in the compilation office, and they have resorted to an extreme and somewhat
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unattainable idealism, with little coordination with social, individual, and global
changes, in writing the Persian textbooks. Although we witnessed very low and
disappointing statistics in responding to questions in the literary devices section among
the test field studied; we should not place all the blame on the writing and teaching
method of the newly compiled textbooks; because for years, the "mafia" of the
university entrance exam has taken its toll on our students, families, teachers, and our
educational system. We should take the upcoming changes in the 2022 exam as a good
omen and consider this the beginning of re-valuing the textbook, lesson, and school
again; respected officials must, with greater coordination with the Ministry of Education
and consultation with dedicated and committed teachers, and also considering the
capacity of the newly compiled textbooks, witness positive changes in the national
exams, although an important party in this matter is the universities, they need to have
a better understanding in selecting students for continuing their education.
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