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Introduction

The rich Iranian-Islamic architecture of past periods has undoubtedly left a significant
impact on its successors; this influence can be observed in every era. A traditional city,
while benefiting from the advantages of a modern city, must continue its path over time
by preserving its Islamic identity and rich cultural heritage (Behzadfar, 2011). Iranian-
Islamic architecture was not immune to the influences of Western art and, through the
repetition and imitation of foreign architectural patterns, became entangled in an
identity crisis. Today, Iranian architecture faces a challenging path to reclaim its
identity. In the midst of this difficult journey, we need tools for distinction and
differentiation in the revival of Islamic architecture. The decorative use of imported
elements and temporary trends in design has caused serious harm to the cultural sphere
(Abbasi, 2019). As a result, human settlements have been reduced to temporary shelters
devoid of meaning and purpose, losing their true function as sanctuaries and dwellings,
leading to alienation. This has resulted in consequences such as the loss of a sense of
belonging, lack of attachment, and diminished self-confidence, ultimately reducing the
ability and confidence of citizens (Safarnezhad, Karimi Azari, & Gholamalizadeh,
2016).

The beauty and value of Islamic art, particularly architecture, largely depend on its
decorations. In other words, the city is a shared visual context that all citizens inevitably
encounter daily and must interact with. In this context, the fagade serves as the common
interface between the building walls and public space, not merely as a surface but as
elements that can include more or less prominent features in harmony with the
building's form. The fagade as an independent architectural element becomes significant
when it emphasizes a specific direction and movement within the building through
changes in proportions and spatial relationships (Talaee, Ansari, & Darjoor, 2019). The
facade implicitly acts as a theatrical stage that conceals the disrupted reality of the house
behind an illusion of grandeur and formality (Hollis, 2021).

If we consider architecture to have both a body and a soul, undoubtedly, in Iranian
architecture, decorations serve as the soul that entirely envelops the body of structures
(Parisa Sahafi Asl, Habibollah Ayatollahi, 2011). The role of decorations in
architecture, beyond their apparent value, holds significance derived from culture,
beliefs, and ideals that have endured over time. Decorations in architecture, on one
hand, captivate the viewer's mind with their formal beauty and the appearance of
patterns and their functional use, while on the other hand, they invite the viewer to
explore the cultural mysteries hidden within the concepts and patterns (Belbelian et al.,
2011).
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What is currently happening in cities with historical backgrounds, such as Ahvaz, is
primarily aimed at the destruction of these elements and structures that play a role in
reclaiming urban identity (Mahdavinejad et al., 2010). Place attachment is defined as
an effective bond that people establish with their spatial environment, where they desire
to stay and feel a sense of calm and security (Abadi, 2018). Place attachment represents
a higher level of sense of place, playing a determining role in human productivity and
presence in a location, going beyond mere residence in a place (Behzadpour, 2020).
Today, humans live in houses where the disregard for human needs in their design and
construction has led to issues such as reduced sense of attachment and tranquility
(Motalleb & Foruzandeh, 2009). Places to which individuals feel attached are vibrant
and dynamic; committed individuals feel responsible for them and strive to improve
their desirability. As a result, these places are constantly evolving and changing
(Habibian & Hataminejad, 2011). This sense, which is a crucial factor in forming the
foundational connections between users and their environment, ultimately leads to the
creation of high-quality environments (Falahat, 2006).

Traditional architecture once had much to say in this regard, and examples of this
influence can be seen in the ornamentation of urban walls in the old fabric of Ahvaz
through various methods, such as brickwork. This traditional method of facade
decoration using bricks, seen in entrance facades, is not used for self-expression but
rather to convey inner, indigenous, and climatic concepts. Attention to all these aspects
makes the revival of Iranian-Islamic architectural decorations in the fabric of Ahvaz
essential, and the identification of decorative patterns and the impact of place
attachment components in relation to these decorations will be examined. This article
seeks to address the question: "One of the significant issues in the indigenous
architecture of Ahvaz concerns the decorations and traditional patterns of this city. What
are the decorative patterns of Ahvaz, the dominant materials, and colors, and how do
these patterns relate to enhancing the sense of place attachment based on the
components?"

Based on the nature of the research question and given that the studied samples all
belong to the past, this research has been conducted qualitatively. The research is
divided into two parts: data collection and documentation using library resources and
references, as well as field studies analyzing the patterns of brickwork decorations in
terms of qualitative form, obtained through AutoCAD software. The research was
completed by the authors using descriptive and analytical methods. In this study, with
reference to eight decorative brick patterns with Khoun-Chini, the typology of brick
patterns is based on the number of constituent elements, all of which are created on a
checkered background. Considering the written records, we will describe and analyze




A

ourndal of Shlamic At Qdtudies

Issue 55, Volume 21, September 2024

the decorations of Ahvaz's buildings, which are derived from field studies and visual
resources collected by the authors from selected buildings. The analysis of the building
samples is based on the following criteria:

1. The building in question was constructed during the Pahlavi or Qajar periods, or
at least its entrance decorations belong to this era.

2. The buildings are of residential use and possess historical and cultural value,
being among the prominent structures of the historical fabric.

3. The type of decoration is brickwork applied to the structural surface and the walls
of the building.

Subsequently, in the research process, using a comparative method, the authors
conducted field studies in the traditional fabric of Ahvaz, describing, interpreting, and
providing examples of Khoun-Chini decorations on the entrances of traditional houses.
These decorations were examined in the selected samples, and the wall decorations were
scrutinized from the perspective of the sense of place attachment component in realizing
the environment and place, as well as the impact of the sense of place attachment
component on Khoun-Chini decorations in Ahvaz.

To examine the literature on the role of decorations in traditional architecture in
enhancing the sense of place attachment, with a focus on the case study of Khoun-Chini
decorations in Ahvaz, several references, including books and articles, were reviewed.
The gaps in the existing literature were identified. The book The Language of
Ornament by James Trilling (Trilling, 2015) discusses decorative art through a
comparative study of various global ethnic arts and post-modernism. This book narrates
the history of art while explaining the theory and structure of decorative art, covering
its application in architecture, sculpture, fashion, textile design, and more (Pakdaman,
2013). The book provides a general analysis and classification of decorative elements,
examining the use of ornaments such as bricks, tiles, etc., in seven chapters, with the
final chapter (Chapter 8) explaining the role of geometry in decorations and presenting
various patterns with images that align with the current research.

The book Dezful, the City of Bricks (Naeima, 1997), published in two volumes, includes
drawings and photographs of one hundred selected fagcades of the city and the use of
bricks in plans and fagades. The second volume contains one hundred and fifty Khoun-
Chini patterns derived from fagades. It is one of the most comprehensive books
published on the application of brick decorations and the arrangement of Khoun and
friezes, making it highly relevant to the research objectives on Khoun-Chini.
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In the article "Analysis of the Physical Dimension of Sense of Place Attachment in
Traditional Houses and Contemporary Residential Complexes” (Heidari, Motalleb, &
Negintaji, 2014), the research begins with the question of why the sense of belonging
has faded from contemporary houses. To answer this question, samples of inhabited
traditional houses and new residential complexes in Shiraz were selected. This study
can be instrumental in analyzing the sense of place attachment.

The article "The Impact of Residents' Sense of Place Attachment on the Facgades of
Residential Buildings in Neighborhoods Adjacent to Madi Canals in Isfahan” (Amjad
et al., 2021) addresses the chaotic and disorganized appearance of neighborhoods due
to the lack of harmony in the composition of facade elements.

The article "Khoun-Chini: The Evolution and Proportion of Brick Dimensions in the
Facade Decorations of Dezful's Architectural Works" (Zargarzadeh et al., 2016) aims
to document and introduce the types of brick patterns in Dezful, considering their
widespread use in residential interiors, entrances, and sometimes in the walls of
passageways.

Most studies have addressed various aspects of decorations, the history of decorations,
and decorative symbolism. However, no comprehensive study has been conducted on
the relationship between the sense of place attachment and decorations (Khoun-Chini).
The difference between the present research and others lies, on one hand, in the form of
Khoun-Chini decorations on the walls of traditional buildings in Ahvaz, and on the other
hand, in the relationship between Khoun-Chini decorations and the sense of place
attachment, which is addressed for the first time in this study.

Conclusion

Place attachment is more than an emotional and cognitive experience; it is the cultural
beliefs that connect individuals to a place. The cultural aspect of place attachment
means that for most people, the analysis of space is experienced as a shared cultural
symbol. What elevates a space to a place is its fusion with deep concepts and meanings
that expand and deepen over time. In this way, the place becomes rooted in experience
and encompasses social and cultural layers. Traditional architects aimed to create
buildings with cultural messages, as their goal was to design environments for human
evolution, enabling individuals to ascend toward perfection. This message was
conveyed through their environment and homes using a lasting and shared language that
could be perceived by others. Part of these meanings was expressed through
decorations.
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In the Khoun-Chini decorations of the traditional fabric of Ahvaz, there is a notable
harmony between the decorative elements and the sense of place attachment, as
demonstrated in the comparative tables. These meanings are derived from local art and
regional culture, rooted in mental imagery and typology that have evolved through the
revival of human connection, the creation of comfort, intimacy, and ease in both past
and present contexts. This is because the creators fully understood this concept and
expressed it through their art, linking individuals to their environment through presence,
meanings, and a sense of place. This connection allows human understanding and
emotion to integrate with the semantic context of the environment.

Khoun-Chini decorations in Ahvaz played a fundamental role in unifying urban facades,
effectively expressing the profound spirit of Iranian-Islamic culture and conveying its
identity-enhancing message to buildings and urban walls. These decorations not only
enhanced the beauty of passageways but also served climatic functions by creating light
and shadow effects on walls. Essentially, identity, through the evocation of collective
memories, fostered a sense of attachment and belonging among citizens. Traditional
and indigenous architecture in Ahvaz embraced nature and cultural components,
respecting two fundamental connections inherent in indigenous architecture.

Based on the comparative tables presented, there is a connection with the social
component (perceptual-cognitive), which is linked to cultural values, behaviors, and the
semantic and belief dimensions. Additionally, from a physical and aesthetic
perspective, Khoun-Chini decorations have been analyzed. These data are both practical
and meaningful, serving as tools for thought and application.

Brick materials in the traditional parts of Ahvaz have been widely used. In this context,
it can be said that the mysterious miracle of brick decorations, made from clay and fired,
evokes deep emotions. As Alexander notes in The Timeless Way of Building, there is a
profound connection between nature and the human mind, emerging from the
characteristics of nature. The patterns in each culture are adopted based on the physical
elements of the place and the culture of the region. The nature of bricks aligns with this
principle—harmony with oneself, akin to a person who is self-consistent and thus
authentic.

The geometry of Khoun-Chini decorations, which alludes to sacred space and originates
from wisdom, follows this principle as well. It guides the path of spiritual growth and
evolution, manifesting from the natural world, where the geometry of nature is the most
abundant source of inspiration. In essence, it draws individuals out of themselves and
invites them to contemplate their inner being.
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Khoun-Chini decorations carry mental meanings and cultural dimensions. On one hand,
they present a beautiful image to passersby, while on the other hand, they symbolically
evoke the name of God in the human mind. Some patterns signify specific concepts. In
reality, the external form, through mental patterns related to the characteristics of sacred
space, serves as a cultural sign and symbol, conveying meanings derived from the
environment. These meanings are understood through pre-existing knowledge
embedded in the customs and religious thought of the community, leading to
environmental recognition. Over time, as history (time) settles upon them, they appear
to possess a sense of place attachment.
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