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ABSTRACT

The educational environment and its elements, such as architecture and spatial
arrangement, play a significant role in the quality of education. The present study is
applied in terms of its aim and employs an exploratory mixed-methods design,
conducted through both documentary and fieldwork phases. The research process for
designing the curriculum guide was based on research synthesis and the ten-element
arrangement of the Akker model. For validating the research, a quantitative approach
and a researcher-made questionnaire were utilized. The questionnaire’s face and
content validity were assessed using appropriate tools. Face validity was confirmed by
experts and experienced professors. To estimate content validity, the target-content
table was used, yielding a reliability coefficient of 0.87. The research population
comprised the texts and statements from the Fundamental Reform Document of
Education, the National Comprehensive Scientific Map, as well as professors and
specialists. According to experts, the findings showed that 90% of the stated objectives,
based on the Islamic normative system, are aligned and compatible with the governing
principles of education in the Saleh School model. Additionally, 90% of experts
indicated that, given the dominance of the Islamic normative system in content
production and the strengthening of students’ core competencies, the content of the
Saleh School guide is comprehensive and consistent with the established principles and
objectives. Furthermore, 85% of experts stated that the learning activities proposed in
the guide for education and training have a higher degree of adaptability to the needs
and characteristics of learners, schools, and society.

Research Objectives:

e To validate the Saleh School curriculum in the context of the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s education system.

e To examine the impact of Islamic architecture on the enrichment of educational
environments in Iranian schools.

Research Questions:

e How is the validation of the Saleh School curriculum in the education system
of the Islamic Republic of Iran conducted?

e What impact can Islamic architecture have on enriching the educational
environment of Iranian schools?
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Introduction

Education and training is a dynamic process and a delicate and challenging
responsibility. One of the main issues in the country’s education system is the attention
to student upbringing based on the Islamic normative system, because educating
students according to Islamic standards nurtures them to be religious and devout,
enabling them to logically confront future challenges and problems. The question is
whether teaching and education in the national education system have incorporated
these issues into their curricula or if there has been insufficient attention to fundamental
Islamic principles.

In the Fundamental Transformation Document, the characteristics of an ideal school—
referred to as the Saleh School—are considered, including simplification, adaptation,
balance, flexibility, and cooperation, which play a vital role in creating a Saleh School.
In this context, the continuity of the Islamic educational atmosphere in Islamic
architecture can also play an important role in improving the quality of schools.

In this approach, the Saleh School must create an educational environment filled with
constructive interaction and camaraderie among individuals, where each person
competes with themselves to strengthen their own abilities (Mohammadi et al., 2013).
The Saleh School, as a learning organization, by fostering an interactive space between
instructors and learners (with varying levels of expertise), facilitates the integration of
experiences to identify life-affirming and life-negating points and ways to address them,
tailored to the individual differences of learners (Theoretical Foundations of the
Fundamental Transformation in the Formal Public Education System of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, 2011, p. 357). The school environment is a socially targeted space that
aims to provide a hierarchical series of opportunities and situations in which learners
can progress towards excellence and acquire competencies, enabling them to correctly
understand their own position and that of others, and to achieve both formal and
informal learning (Hedayati & Khwarazmi, 2016). The long-term outcomes of
education shape the destiny of a society, and if it is based on principled infrastructures
and enriched in terms of goals, structure, and resources, it will ensure the sustainable
development of society (Pirovani-Nia, 2016).

One of the lofty goals of the Fundamental Transformation Document is dynamism and
transformation in the concept of school, so that the school is described as a Saleh School
with specific duties in nurturing and cultivating the youth of the country (Khavari, 2013,
p. 2). The school, as a micro-scale learning environment, has an extraordinary role in
shaping children’s personalities. The Saleh School, as the practical and concrete
manifestation of the formal and public education system, is a flexible, dynamic,
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thriving, and purposeful educational space that can provide learners with the necessary
competencies to continuously understand and improve their situation based on the
Islamic normative system (Mohajeran, 2015).

In Islam, education is founded on preparing learners to achieve a wholesome life (Hayat
Tayyiba) in various individual and social dimensions. To this end, the rational principle,
which emphasizes proportionality between means and ends, must be employed so that
the educational atmosphere of home and school is appropriately shaped (Moshaikh,
2017). According to the philosophy of education in the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Saleh School, in terms of exemplifying educational methods based on Islamic and
Iranian models, represents an Islamic lifestyle. Grounded in educational philosophy, the
Saleh School aims to foster health in the realms of belief and ethics, social and political
health, physical and bodily health, artistic health, economic health, and scientific and
technological health.

The importance and innovation of this research lie in designing a curriculum guide for
the Saleh School as a foundation for human education. To this end, it first elucidates
the psychological, philosophical, and epistemological foundations of the Saleh School
in the Fundamental Transformation Document of Iran’s education system. By
describing the current situation and clarifying the desired status of the Saleh School, it
identifies the specifications for designing an optimal content guide for the Saleh School
and then conducts a feasibility study. Feasibility study is a controlled process that
assesses the potential success or failure of an idea and analyzes the necessity before
investment. It is a new opportunity that provides sufficient information for decision-
making. In reviewing the research background, Barzegar and Izadi (2016) in their study
titled "Interaction of Parents and Educators in Promoting Culture with Regard to the
Fundamental Transformation Document" emphasized the significant role of parents
prior to their children’s entry into the formal education system. They also recommended
that parents enhance their abilities in child-rearing matters. Heydari and Hosseinnejad
(2015), in their investigation on the status of justice in the Fundamental Transformation
Document of Iran’s education system, found that achieving educational justice faces
numerous challenges. Among these challenges are the idealistic nature of the approach
and an incomplete ideological perspective on justice.

The review of prior research indicates that despite numerous efforts focused on
analyzing the Fundamental Transformation Document in various domains—including
religious education (Akbari, 2014), psychology (Najafi, 2015), philosophy for children
(Sabbagh Hasanzadeh, 2016), and creativity (Bahrami, 2017)—no study has been
conducted that fundamentally analyzes the document with respect to the concept of self-
governance. However, related topics concerning self-governance and education have
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been explored. For example, Heydari (2018) examined the formation of the concept of
individual self-governance in the West and reviewed Western scholars’ perspectives,
analyzing components such as authenticity, rationality, and will within Iran’s education
system from a historical context. Beheshti (2016) discussed Western secular and
humanistic thoughts that emphasize human independence, contrasting them with
Islamic teachings that consider human limitations. By examining the research
background, it can be stated that due to the recent emergence and national significance
of the Saleh School concept, all existing studies have been focused within the country.
These studies primarily revolve around the features of the Saleh School, the concept of
Hayat Tayyiba (wholesome life), and its objectives from Islamic and Iranian
viewpoints. They have largely concentrated on the rationale and nature of the Saleh
School, attempting to define, interpret, and delimit its concepts, and are predominantly
library-based research. In contrast, the present study takes a step further by aiming to
design a curriculum guide for the Saleh School and subsequently conduct a feasibility
study. This represents the innovation of the research. Moreover, given the importance
of the Fundamental Transformation Document as a top-level policy document in the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s education system and the designation of the Saleh School
derived from this document, further investigations revealed that no curriculum guide
design or feasibility study has been conducted in this domain. This identified scientific
gap and necessity provided the impetus to initiate this research.

From the perspective of research objectives, this study is applied, and methodologically
it employs a mixed exploratory approach, integrating both quantitative and qualitative
methods. The research method is meta-methodological, and the stages of conducting
the study for designing the curriculum guide are based on a qualitative meta-synthesis
approach. For validation purposes, a quantitative approach using a researcher-made
questionnaire was employed.

Conclusion

Validation is a study that assesses the potential success or failure of an idea and analyzes
the necessity before investment. To validate a curriculum, it is essential to gather the
opinions of specialists and experts in the relevant field regarding the designed
curriculum. Therefore, validation refers to evaluating the curriculum using the
perspectives and viewpoints of curriculum experts and subject matter specialists, both
in practice and through content and learning theory assessment. In this context, the value
and effectiveness of the curriculum are examined from multiple angles, including
program objectives, effectiveness, content, model, teaching methods, and evaluation.
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For the final review of the proposed curriculum guide’s validity, a summary of the
proposed model and related questions were sent to individuals qualified to judge in this
area, including curriculum planning professors and education specialists. The
questionnaire, designed to assess the ten elements of the curriculum, used a five-point
Likert scale ranging from "strongly agree" to "strongly disagree." A total of 20
completed questionnaires were returned. To evaluate the questionnaire, both face
validity and content validity were examined. Face validity was confirmed through
expert opinions from experienced professors. Content validity was estimated using a
content-target table.

The questionnaire’s reliability, measured by Cronbach’s alpha, was 0.89, indicating
suitable reliability for this instrument and its use in validating the proposed curriculum
guide. The questionnaire contained 20 questions derived from the operational
definitions of variables and research objectives, characteristics of the Saleh School, and
the ten-element arrangement of the Akker model, employing a Likert scale.

Overall, the results showed that most experts stated the mentioned objectives align and
are consistent with the governing principles of education in the Saleh School. Experts
affirmed that the Saleh School curriculum content is comprehensive and appropriately
designed according to the principles and objectives. They also noted that the learning
activities in the proposed curriculum guide exhibit a higher adaptability to the needs
and characteristics of students, schools, and society. Experts agreed that considering the
Saleh School curriculum model, a logical connection exists among the curriculum
elements and the studied domains.

Examining the obstacles and challenges of the curriculum is not intended as criticism.
From the outset, the Fundamental Transformation Document and the Saleh School
aimed to initiate change and transformation in the existing educational environment,
fostering growth and societal development. Therefore, continuous presence and
supervision by the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution in the process of regular
revision every five years is necessary and beneficial to prevent the document’s
obsolescence. A prerequisite for forming an optimal curriculum is the regular infusion
of new scientific findings and achievements into the curriculum system.

In designing the Saleh School curriculum, it is essential to prevent the dominance of
administrative matters and purely political thoughts over the scientific aspect, and to
apply realism in implementation. Since the curriculum must pass through reality to
achieve its ultimate goal, the Saleh School curriculum should be idealistic yet pragmatic
to bridge the gap between theory and practice. Furthermore, the raison d'étre of any
educational system is the realization of its defined objectives. The Saleh School is the
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platform for achieving the system’s goals, where proper education based on Islamic
principles is to be realized. The richness of the learning environment to meet students’
needs, the school’s flexibility, and its dynamism must respond to students’ interests and
characteristics. This requires reviewing and monitoring global experiences and
successful educational systems compatible with the Saleh School, both in terms of the
school’s physical structure and curriculum, which is globally minded.

Since feasibility studies must fully reflect curriculum objectives, it is necessary to state
that the assumptions of this school’s model align with human values, providing the
necessary foundation to achieve the vision and global functions of an ideal school. It
also harmonizes with the latest scientific developments and educates students according
to modern world needs, while embodying Islamic and Iranian civilization’s value
propositions. This is a strength of the Saleh School curriculum, enabling it to actively
address forthcoming challenges across various fields.

The logic, objectives, policies, content, methods, and other curriculum elements are
designed to form a humanistic, Islamic, and Iranian model. The Saleh School lifestyle
embodies behaviors standardized by humanistic, Islamic, and Iranian criteria,
facilitating the realization of Hayat Tayyiba (wholesome life) and guiding individuals
toward perfection. This school seeks to educate learners who, when facing
contemporary global challenges, can act intelligently with a correct understanding of
themselves and others.

The Saleh School is designed based on the Islamic normative system and draws upon
the insights of Iranian Islamic thinkers as well as global experiences to create an ideal
Islamic lifestyle. Finally, it should be noted that document development and design
always involve analyses that contribute to their evolution and improvement. The
emphasis in the third part of chapter eight of the Fundamental Transformation
Document on its revision and updating, along with the mention in clause 22 of
conducting strategic, forward-looking studies and developing and implementing future-
oriented programs, underscores the importance and necessity of periodic review and
completion of the document. Consequently, after revising the Fundamental
Transformation Document, necessary changes should also be applied to the design of
the Saleh School curriculum guide.
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