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ABSTRACT

The word "love" has always been one of the most pivotal terms in Persian literature for
expressing emotions, captivating countless poets throughout history. Over the
centuries, poets have contemplated love, producing the most exquisite works of their
artistic careers. Love is an ineffable enigma that transcends human comprehension;
each individual interprets it through their own inner lens, narrating love's unfinished
story anew in every era. Among modern Persian poets, Mirza Mohammad-Taqi Malek
al-Sho'ara Bahar stands out for portraying love as patriotism during the Constitutional
Era - a lovesick devotion to the homeland and its liberation from foreign domination
through his lyrical verse.

This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the distinctive
manifestations of love in Bahar's divan through the lens of patriotism. It explores how
his conception of love differs from classical poetic traditions while tracing the
evolution of media in the Rezavi Periodicals Archive. Findings demonstrate how Qajar-
era publications sustained the artistic transmission of these concepts.

Research Objectives:

1. To analyze Bahar's techniques for depicting the homeland through evocative
imagery and tangible meanings

2. To investigate media transformations within the Rezavi Periodicals Archive
Research Questions:
1. What distinctive dimensions characterize Bahar's perspective on love?

2. How are media developments reflected in the Rezavi Periodicals Archive?
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Introduction

on the majority of Persian poetic divans, love stands as the foundational theme of
literary expression. Each poet and mystic, according to their spiritual disposition and
philosophical outlook on creation and existence, has articulated love through their
unique style, giving rise to its classification into metaphorical (majazi), divine (haqiqi),
mystical (‘irfan1), and earthly (zamini) forms. Persian literature traditionally examines
love through two primary lenses: earthly/metaphorical love (‘ishg-i majazi) and
divine/mystical love (‘ishq-1 haqiqi). As Mir-Qadri (2005: 165) observes, "Love is an
ineffable enigma that eludes the confines of human understanding; each individual
interprets it through their own intuitive perception, narrating its eternal tale anew."” In
a similar vein, Imam Khomeini (1995: 230) characterizes love as "the zenith of affection
that roots the lover's being in the radiance of the beloved's beauty—transforming
humility into ecstatic devotion, the ultimate station of ardor."”

This sacred force, upon which the cosmos pivots, has been rendered differently by
mystic and secular poets alike. Rumi's adage that "the tale of love must be told anew"
finds resonance in Plato's doctrine, as interpreted by Shaker (2009: 227): "The human
soul, having witnessed absolute Beauty in the realm of ideals, languishes in this world
like a caged bird yearning for flight when confronted with fragmented reflections of
that perfection."”

Within this continuum, Mohammad-Taqi Bahar (1886-1951) emerges as a pivotal
figure of the Constitutional Era who reconfigured love as patriotic devotion (hubb al-
watan). His divan resonates with impassioned odes to the homeland's liberation,
beseeching divine deliverance from colonial subjugation. This study interrogates the
nature of Bahar's love—whether earthly or transcendent—through meticulous analysis
of his nationalist verse. Our methodology involved 300+ hours of library research,
employing line-by-line (bayt-muhwar) analysis of his qasa'id and ghazals, with thematic
categorization into social, political, and emotional registers.

In the realm of Persian literary scholarship, numerous researchers have explored themes
of patriotism and national devotion, articulating their love for the homeland through the
prism of their intellectual perspectives. Among these, "Layla of the Homeland in the
Embrace of Constitutionalism"” by Hosseini and Sarhadi (2011) provides a detailed
examination of the motivations and varying degrees of patriotism among prominent
poets of the Constitutional Era. Similarly, "Analysis of the Concept of Homeland in the
Poetry and Thought of Mirzadeh Eshqi” by Shami and Bitafan (2014) elucidates
Mirzadeh Eshqi’s perspectives on territorial identity and his engagement with national
issues.
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Behnam-Fard (2009), in "The Idea of Homeland in Constitutional-Era Poetry,"” offers
a comparative study of traditional and modern conceptions of the homeland, assessing
their manifestations in the poetry of the period. Nikubakht and Zare (2006), in their
article "Homeland in Constitutional-Era Poetry,” further analyze patriotic themes
among poets of this epoch.

A particularly relevant study, "Examining the Theme of Homeland in the Poetry of
Bahar and Hafez Ibrahim" by Norouzadeh Chegini and Merimi (2013), investigates
both poets’ disdain for foreign domination over their homelands. Additionally, "4
Comparative Study of Patriotic Motifs in the Poetry of Bahar and the Lebanese Poet
Elia Abu Madi" by Ebadi and Ramezani (2015) explores convergences and divergences
in their nationalist ideologies.

Further research on "Manifestations of Nationalism in the Poetry of Shawqi and Bahar"
reveals striking parallels between these two contemporaneous poets from Persian and
Arabic literary traditions. Despite living under political oppression and confronting
colonial powers, both poets shared revolutionary ideals, endured exile and
imprisonment, and expressed profound patriotic fervor. Their ideological kinship—
rooted in Islamic intellectual traditions—is so profound that their works resonate
deeply, even in the absence of direct influence.
What sets this research apart is its focused examination of Bahar’s unique portrayal of
love—viewing the homeland through a nationalist lens akin to Majnun’s infatuation
with Layla. His poetry brims with visceral emotion, depicting the homeland as both a
fragrant blossom and a cherished child, while his personal sacrifices—choosing
imprisonment over submission to foreign powers—elevate his patriotic ardor to
unprecedented heights. This "carceral patriotism," hitherto unexplored in prior
scholarship, underscores Bahar’s fusion of Qajar-era religious revivalism and anti-
colonial resistance, positioning him as a bridge between classical Persian mysticism and
modern nationalist discourse.

Conclusion

Malek al-Sho'ara Bahar stood as the preeminent poet laureate of his era, mastering the
arts of eloquence and rhetoric with unparalleled skill. His poetic oeuvre—encompassing
qasidas, ghazals, and lyrical verses—reflects both fluidity of expression and profound
depth of thought. While his gasidas demonstrate his natural poetic disposition, his
ghazals, though less comparable in thematic richness to those of specialized ghazal
composers, remain remarkable for their linguistic elegance and structural coherence.
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Notably, Bahar broke convention by weaving overt and subtle political critiques into
his ghazals, infusing them with patriotic lamentations and social commentary.

Bahar’s poetry, free from artificiality and pretension, excels in its meticulous balance
of form and meaning. His vivid imagery and descriptions—particularly in addressing
socio-political issues—reveal a courageous defense of the homeland and an
impassioned call for national zeal. Beyond his governmental and societal roles, Bahar
secured a distinguished place in global literary circles through his scholarly and writerly
achievements. It was during this mature phase of his career that he channeled his love
for the homeland into a legacy of resistance poetry, merging political critique with
romantic devotion. His most enduring contribution lies in his selfless, unassuming
service to [ran—a patriotism manifested not in empty rhetoric but in steadfast action.

Bahar’s verses lay bare the political realities of his time: the suffering of the nation
under incompetent rulers, the apathy of shortsighted officials, and the hypocrisy of those
who professed love for the homeland yet cowered before internal and external threats.
With piercing clarity, his poetry—particularly the refrain "what faults we commit fall
upon ourselves"—condemns collective inaction. Ultimately, Bahar emerges as a poet
who loved Iran with a lover’s fervor, urging his compatriots toward courage and
vigilance while entrusting the nation’s fate to the Divine. His closing couplet distills
this ethos:

"O  Lord, guard the hearts of the people of this land,
For their hope rests in Thee—protector of ancient Iran."

In Bahar’s vision, true patriotism demanded not just sentiment, but sacrifice—a
principle he embodied until the end.
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