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The belief in Mahdism and the advent of humanity’s savior is a profound conviction

B @ A TCI¢ deeply rooted in history. This belief is not exclusive to Islam but extends to pre-Islamic

Issue 54 religions and schools of thought, each of which upheld it in some form. Even non-
Volume 21 Abrahamic traditions—such as Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, and Hinduism—share the
Page 211 to 224 belief in a promised redeemer at the end of time. The dynamic flow of this idea across

religions, cultures, and human civilizations has generated a wealth of prophecies,

ideals, myths, and imaginative narratives. However, Shi’a Muslims reject despair and
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Publication Date: 2024/06/21 This study examines the concept of Mahdism in Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, analyzing

its foundations, the ontological status of the Mahdi, and Mulla Sadra’s epistemological

Keywords proofs for Mahdism through descriptive and analytical methods. Furthermore, with the

rise of Safavid Shi’a philosophy, Shi’a beliefs became pervasive across all dimensions
Mahdism, of'social order. The art of this period, including metalwork, was no exception, emerging
Safavid Metalwork, as a prominent medium for expressing religious thought.

P AL A Research Objectives:

Mulla Sadra
1. To investigate the belief in Mahdism and the savior’s advent in divine
revelation and Mulla Sadra’s thought.
3 . A 2. To explore the manifestation of religious ideologies in Safavid-era metalwork.
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Introduction

The doctrine of Mahdism and the necessity of an Imam in every era underscore the
importance of explicating and defending this belief. Shared across religions—including
non-Abrahamic traditions like Zoroastrianism and Buddhism—the expectation of a
universal savior necessitates the presence of an infallible guide to perpetuate the line of
prophethood and divine guardianship (wilayah). Thus, in examining Mulla Sadra’s
philosophical arguments on Mahdism—the focus of this study—we must prioritize his
reasoning for the Imam’s perpetual necessity.

Mulla Sadra presents ten proofs for the Imam’s indispensability. For instance, his first
argument derives from the third hadith in Bab al-Idtirar ila al-Hujjah (The Necessity
of the Divine Proof), while his second proof is grounded in the first hadith of Bab anna
al-Ard la Takhlu min Hujjah (The Earth Shall Never Be Without a Proof). He asserts
that appointing an Imam is a divine grace (/utf), for the Imam’s authority deters people
from vice and guides them toward virtue. Since divine grace is obligatory upon God,
the appointment of an Imam is likewise obligatory (Mulla Sadra, 1383 AH: 1). This
argument is further elaborated in his discussion of the "Proof of Grace" (Burhan al-
Lutf). Mulla Sadra also attributes numerous miracles (karamat) and supernatural acts to
the Imams, affirming that they—Ilike the prophets—receive divine inspiration (ilham),
albeit of a lesser degree than revelation (wahy).

The term Mahdism (Persian: mahdaviyat) 1s derived from Mahdi and denotes the belief
in the promised advent of Imam Mahdi (‘a), a cardinal tenet of Twelver Shi’ism. It
signifies the establishment of a global just order, foretold in Islamic eschatology,
wherein divine guardianship and justice will prevail (Tabataba'1 et al., 1389 AH: 28).
The belief in a hidden savior and universal reformer is central to Muslim—particularly
Shi’a—theology. The Prophet Muhammad (s) repeatedly emphasized that this redeemer
would arise from his Household (44l al-Bayt). The certainty of this belief is such that
books were written centuries before Imam Mahdi’s (‘aj) birth, such as al-Mashyakha,
composed a hundred years before his occultation (ghaybah), which prophesied his
advent. Both Shi’a and Sunni scholars have compiled /adiths on Imam Mahdi in their
canonical works (Mulla Sadra, 1383 AH: 10).

The Qur’an contains numerous verses alluding to the promised Mahdi, including Q.
21:105: "We wrote in the Psalms, after the Torah, that My righteous servants shall
inherit the earth,” and Q. 28:5: "We willed to bestow favor upon the oppressed, to make
them leaders and inheritors of the earth." Yet, throughout history, false claimants have
deceitfully proclaimed themselves as the Mahdi.
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Conclusion

The doctrine of Mahdism in Shi’a Islam, particularly as articulated by Islamic
philosophers like Mulla Sadra Shirazi, presents a distinct approach to the establishment
of a divine and universal just order. While similar eschatological beliefs exist across
various religions—both theistic and non-theistic—Shi’a Twelver theology offers a
uniquely structured framework grounded in rational ( ‘agli) and scriptural (naq!/7) proofs.
This divine-political system carries an idealistic dimension and has profoundly
influenced the course of Islamic civilization. The Shi’a theory of Imamate (imamah)
and divine authority (hujjiyyah) is rooted in divine decree (nass) and the explicit
declarations of the Prophet (s), which establish the ontological status of the infallible
Imams (‘a). Mulla Sadra, in his philosophical and mystical works—such as al-Asfar al-
Arba ‘ah, his commentary on al-Usil min al-Kafi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, Asrar al-Ayat, his
Qur’anic exegesis, and al-Mabda’ wa-I-Ma ‘Gd—explores the multifaceted dimensions
of Imamate and Mahdism. Employing rational arguments such as the Burhan al-Lutf
(Proof of Divine Grace), the principle of Imkan al-Ashraf (Possibility of the Noblest),
and the necessity of a mediating cause in divine effusion (fayd), alongside scriptural
evidence from the Qur’an and the ahadith of the Prophet (s) and the Imams (‘a), he
systematically proves the necessity of the Imam’s existence.

Mulla Sadra posits that Imamate and wildyah (divine guardianship) are exigencies of
divine providence, arguing that humanity’s need for an Imam surpasses even their need
for material sustenance. He asserts the rational and scriptural obligation (wujiib ‘aqli
wa nagqli) of God to appoint an Imam, emphasizing that the earth can never be devoid
of such a figure. For him, the Imam is the mediator of divine grace (wasitat al-fayd),
the final cause ( ‘illah ghd’iyyah), and even the efficient cause ( ‘illah fa ‘iliyyah) of the
cosmos. The Imam, as the Perfect Man (al-insan al-kamil), embodies the culmination
of spiritual perfection attained through the four intellectual and mystical journeys (asfar
arba ‘ah).

Mulla Sadra distinguishes between the Imam’s ontological station (magam thubiiti)—
an intrinsic and primary perfection—and his manifest appointment (magam ithbati), a
secondary perfection contingent upon public recognition. In the realm of divine
legislation (tashri‘), only laws ordained by God hold validity; thus, the Imam’s
appointment is a divine necessity. Within Mulla Sadra’s Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah
(Transcendent Theosophy), the Imam holds an ontologically fundamental station
(asalah qat iyyah), upon which all other existences depend. The Imam represents the
pinnacle of existence, intellect ( ‘agl), and rational soul (nafs natigah), ensuring the
continuity of divine guidance. The perfection of the cosmic order hinges upon
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adherence to the Imam’s teachings, and his recognition by humanity is essential for his
functional authority.

Investigations reveal that Safavid-era metalwork prominently features calligraphic and
decorative motifs expressing theological concepts such as fawhid (divine unity),
nubuwwah (prophethood), and ima@mah (Imamate). These inscriptions not only reflect
doctrinal beliefs but also serve as visual affirmations of Shi’a eschatological ideals,
particularly the anticipation of Imam Mahdi’s advent.
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