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Article Info ABSTRACT

Among contemporary Islamic states, Iranian scribes and secretaries enjoyed

PSS CY IS their highest status and position during the rule of the Samanid dynasty. In

QP addition to their diligent efforts in reviving Islamic-Iranian culture and
Volume 21 civilization, Samanid statesmen actively encouraged them in this endeavor.
Page 512 to 524 Maidservants, regardless of the diversity of their roles and occupations both in
the court and in society at large, played an extensive role in the development of

y 4 culture and civilization simply by virtue of their presence as women. Through
Submission Date: 2023/01/01 the descriptive-analytical method employed in this article, we aim to clarify the
Review Date: 2023/03/11 functions of scribes, maidservants, and statesmen, as well as their mutual
Acceptance Date: 2023/05/14 interactions in this context. The research questions are: Did scribes and
Publication Date: 2024/09/22 maidservants play an effective role in the endurance and survival of the Samanid
state, in addition to the competence and merit of Samanid rulers? What was the

state of art during the Samanid period? The objective of this article is to reveal

Keywords how the Samanids managed to reconcile Iranian culture and civilization with
scribes, Islamic culture, considering that they expressed no conflicts with the Baghdad
maidservants, caliphs, despite the latter's generally unfavorable view of Iranian elements. The
Samanid rulers, novelty of the current study lies in its examination of the methods scribes and
public interaction, maidservants employed to foster the Samanid government's popularity among

various social strata. Furthermore, Samanid art made significant advancements
in the fields of painting, pottery, and architecture.

Islamic-lranian culture and

civilization.
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Introduction

The Samanid dynasty emerged as one of the contemporary Islamic states with a popular,
Persian-speaking institution and Iranian civilization in West Asia, ruling authoritatively
for nearly a century (287-389 AH). Samarkand and Bukhara, their seats of power,
became cradles for the dissemination of Iranian culture and centers for preserving the
Persian language. Most historical sources agree that among contemporary states, the
Samanids enjoyed greater independence from the Baghdad caliphs. Given that the
Samanids reported no particular conflicts with the Abbasid caliphs—who themselves
held unfavorable views toward Iranian elements—how did scribes, administrators, and
statesmen manage to undertake significant efforts in reconstructing Iranian identity,
language, traditions, and culture? Beyond the competence, courage, and skill of
Samanid rulers, was it not the collaboration between scribes, viziers, and officials with
the state that strengthened and prolonged Samanid rule? How were women, regardless
of contemporary norms and traditions, utilized in this process? What role did free
women—artists, poets, and musicians—play in preserving the Samanid state's stability?
These questions, among hundreds of other examples, highlight the extensive
cooperation between various social strata and the Samanid government, which
contributed to the expansion of Islamic-Iranian culture and civilization.

Numerous historical books have been written about the Samanids, and recently, several
articles with themes similar to the present study have addressed common issues of the
Samanid era. Regarding the arts of the Samanid period, multiple articles have been
published. Shojaei and Marasi (2018), in an article titled "A Study of Samanid and Buyid
Pottery and Textile Motifs in Comparison with Sasanian Art," conducted a comparative
analysis. The article notes that the historical simultaneity of the Samanid and Buyid
dynasties led to a major cultural and artistic revival. It further explains that while both
dynasties were influenced by Sasanian art in their works, their adaptations differed in
certain aspects. Soltani Moghaddam (2014), in an article titled "Art and Architecture
During the Samanid Period,” provided an overview of the artistic conditions of the era.

While the content of these articles is not far from reality, the present study seeks to
explore not only the interactions between the Samanids and various social groups
(scribes, administrators, maidservants, and peasants) but also how Samanid statesmen
maintained balance between themselves, the Baghdad caliphs, and the populace.
Additionally, it examines the state of art during the Samanid period. The reconstruction
of Iranian identity, the preservation of the Persian language, the institutionalization of
Islamic-lranian culture, and the establishment of public harmony—factors that
contributed to the Samanid state's popularity and endurance—are key features of this
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article. This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method, relying on historical
sources.

Conclusion

This article elucidates the presence of democracy and liberal ideals among Samanid
rulers, clearly demonstrating how the Samanid amirs utilized Turkic elements—slaves,
maidservants, peasants, and other social classes—within their governmental and power
structures. The competence and political acumen of the Samanid amirs fostered unity
and harmony among diverse social groups under the umbrella of Islam and Iranian
traditions, which in turn facilitated national progress and the longevity of the Samanid
state. The reduction of agricultural taxes, narrowing the wealth gap, stabilizing the
economy, regulating state expenditures, and timely payment of soldiers' wages all
reflect the administrative skill and social justice upheld by Samanid statesmen. Their
political artistry included independence-seeking, justice-centered governance, fostering
unity, and gaining popularity across different societal levels.

Despite the Abbasid caliphs' unfavorable stance toward Iranian elements, the Samanid
amirs, by avoiding direct confrontation, successfully integrated Iranian traditions into
Islam, liberating it from primitive Arab constraints and transforming it into an Islamic-
Iranian civilization. They freed the global Islamic community from Arab exclusivity,
universalizing the religion and securing a prominent place in world history.

In the realm of art, painting flourished under the Samanids, with the earliest examples
found in Nishapur—then the military and cultural hub of Khorasan, mirroring
Bukhara’s urban model. Nishapur served as the gateway for cultural developments in
the Islamic world. Architecturally, the mausoleum of Amir Ismail Samani in Bukhara
exemplifies the Islamic architectural focus of the era. Additionally, pottery excavated
from Nishapur confirms the continuity of Islamic art during the Samanid period.
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