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Introduction

The genre of Aja‘ibnameh literature involves the description of wonders and marvels
from around the world. In an era when science had not yet unveiled the mysteries of
existence, humans expressed their understanding of the world through narratives of
these wonders. These texts reflect oral beliefs of various nations. The late second and
early third centuries AH mark the emergence of Aja‘'ibnameh in Persian literature. The
growth of geographical knowledge among Muslims led to the incorporation of
geographical information into narrative, storytelling, and historiography. Greek,
Roman, and Arabic zoological texts and their translations also played a role in
shaping Aja‘ibnameh (Harri, 2011: 141).

The content of these books often originated from the accounts of merchants and
travelers, evolving over centuries to create a new literary genre that combines elements
of history, geography, storytelling, and the retelling of tales from distant lands.
In Aja'ibnameh, a general image of the Earth and its divisions is typically presented,
followed by detailed descriptions of mountains, rivers, humans, animals, plants, and the
customs of various regions. These descriptions often blend with oral legends and
narrative traditions, making them less believable to modern readers. Despite
embellishments, some narratives in Aja‘ibnameh have historical accuracy. Literary
genre theory suggests that genres are created to meet temporal and spatial needs and are
deeply connected to historical, social, cultural, and political issues (Soltan Mohammadi,
2020: 176). Aja'ibnameh can be likened to modern search engines or documentaries,
where people seek to explore the world's wonders.

Ghayath al-Din Khwandamir's Gharayeb al-Asraris a neglected work from the
Timurid era, describing the wonders of various climates on Earth. This text includes
"the wonders of lands, seas, rivers, islands, mountains, springs, and fountains, based on
the strange forms and behaviors of some humans, jinn, birds, and beasts of the world"
(Khwandamir, 2018: 71). Many of its tales are sourced from other books, such
as Sahah by Jawhari, Aja'ib al-Buldan by Zakariya ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud
Qazwini, Tuhfat al-Gharayeb, Matali' al-Sa'dainby Kamal al-Din Abd al-
Razzaq, Zafarnama by Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi, Masalik al-Mamalik, Aja'ib al-
Makhlugat, and others. Khwandamir dedicated this book to Badie al-Zaman Mirza, a
Timurid prince.

This article aims to analyze the potential for integrating illustrations from Aja‘ib al-
Makhlugat and Gharayeb al-Mawjudatinto Khwandamir's Gharayeb al-Asrar,
explaining the visual and fantastical elements of this work. It critiques the common
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understanding of adaptation in Iranian research and highlights sections of the book with
fantastical elements based on these illustrations.

Many recent studies have explored the visual and performative capacities of past literary
works, but the visual and performative potential of Aja‘'ibnameh has received less
attention. Harri (2011) compared some tales from Aja'ib al-Hind with Todorov's
categories of the uncanny. Mohammad Taher (2010) examined the literary and
performative capabilities of fairy-like creatures in Aja‘ibnameh, suggesting that plays
based on these legends could connect well with Iranian audiences. Masoumeh Karimi
compared supernatural beings in Aja'ib al-Makhlugat by Qazwini and Bahira by
Fazuni Astrabadi, noting that the fantasy elements and illustrations of supernatural
beings in early Aja‘'ibnameh were vague but became more complex and astonishing
over time, laying the groundwork for a form of fantasy literature.

Conclusion

Utilizing ancient texts in the creation of narrative and visual works can involve not only
adapting from a specific text but also leveraging the fantastical components and
dramatic elements of a text and combining them with a pre-designed narrative
trajectory. Aja'ibnameh texts are among those that offer the potential for extracting such
fantastical elements. The geographical characteristics of various climates in
Khwandamir's Aja'ibnameh are narrativized and linked to cultural issues and past
traditions. Sometimes, the described features are influenced by climatic and
geographical conditions and the needs of people in different regions. For example, water
scarcity in some areas has led to stories about springs, where the water is healing and
sweet at the source but turns to stone or becomes deadly poison when taken elsewhere.
Similarly, locust invasions in certain areas have inspired stories about waters and
springs that repel locusts.

Islands are another type of location featured in this book, often associated with wonder.
Historically, islands were shrouded in myth and magic due to their inaccessibility. This
approach demonstrates how using stories and legends from this book can create a multi-
layered work with meaningful references to cultural, traditional, mythological, and
geographical issues.

Tales surrounding certain objects, structures, customs, and characteristics of people
from various climates often stem from attempts to justify and interpret historical issues.
These are problems that the general public tries to make understandable and acceptable
by crafting stories. The diversity and variety of imaginative and fantastical objects,
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places, plants, and trees in Aja'ib al-Makhlugat can collectively provide the necessary
images and dramatic elements for visualizing Gharayeb al-Asrar.
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