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Introduction

Calligraphy has always held special significance for Muslims because they essentially
considered it the art of embodying the divine word. Beyond this, they employed
beautiful script not only in transcribing the Quran but also in most arts. Calligraphy or
script-writing in all Islamic countries has consistently been regarded as the highest and
noblest art, and this art has played a pivotal role among other visual arts. Meanwhile,
calligraphy has been at the peak of artistic movements with utmost sensitivity and power
from the early Islamic centuries to the present in all Islamic countries and regions under
Muslim influence (Pakbaz, 1390: 32). Essentially, since ancient times among artists and
great masters of calligraphy in the Islamic world, script and calligraphy have been
considered a means for spiritual purification. The spiritual and impactful themes that
flow from the pen of a profound and spiritual calligrapher—whether Quranic verses,
narrations, and admonitions of great prose and poetry masters, and generally the artist's
familiarity with mystical literature—cause the calligrapher to write them under specific
and spiritual conditions. To the extent that these expressions become a companion and
intimate in his heart, polishing his heart from internal tarnish and inner desires, which
is also among the graces of the Exalted Lord (Rashvand, 1392: 56).

Devotees of the divine sanctuary, each according to their knowledge, taste, and ability,
and in any artistic position, have lovingly and sincerely exerted their utmost effort to
expand and disseminate the teachings of the Holy Quran, to present this celestial word
to humanity in the most beautiful form possible. The art of calligraphy is the
crystallization of the world of meaning in the world of form and establishes a deep
connection between ink and mysticism and literature. Calligraphy differs from simple
writing of content and even letter design and page layout. Calligraphy is found in almost
all cultures, but in the East, especially in Islamic lands and Iran, it stands at the pinnacle
of visual arts. Islamic calligraphy, and more so Iranian calligraphy, is a astonishing
balance among all its constituent components and elements: a balance between being
useful and consumable on one hand, and its dynamism and transformative nature on the
other; a balance between form and content which, with complete adornment and
gentleness, can provide an appropriate form for various meanings.

Islamic calligraphy, as the noblest and most sacred art of the Islamic world, has been
associated more than any other visual art with mystical and philosophical approaches,
and in most of its formal and content characteristics, it reflects the symbols and
teachings of mysticism and the social influence of mystics. The esoteric view and the
acceptance of sanctity and spirituality for letters and words in this sacred art, which is
most influenced by the mystics' approach to the issue of letters, have formed an
important part of the connection between calligraphy and Islamic mysticism. This
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research examines the position of Islamic calligraphy in mysticism. In the Jameh
Mosque of Isfahan, there are also inscriptions adorned with Islamic calligraphy.
Examining the nature of these scripts plays an important role in delineating the
mysticism and spirituality present in this religious building.

A review of the research background indicates that so far, no independent work with
this title has been written. Therefore, in the present research, using a descriptive and
analytical method and relying on data from library sources, this issue will be addressed.

Conclusion

By studying the history of Islamic art, this truth becomes evident: the various genres of
art, especially those that flourished in Islamic Iran, were often influenced by the
thoughts of Islamic mysticism and continued their evolutionary path with an inclination
towards mystical approaches. To the extent that it can be said that without discussing
mysticism and its type of influence on Islamic art, one cannot achieve an accurate
explanation of the nature of this art. Among these, the art of calligraphy, which
originates from divine revelation and is referred to as the noblest and most sacred art of
the Islamic world, has been more than any other visual art associated with mystical and
philosophical approaches, and in most of its formal and content characteristics, it
reflects mystical symbols and emblems; to the point that the instructional treatises of
Islamic calligraphy can be compared to mystical treatises and their teachings, and many
master calligraphers belonged to Sufi orders. The mystical conception of the art of
calligraphy, as a specific discursive and historically-bound feature of this period, was
not an inherent and constant characteristic of Islamic calligraphy. Rather, it was in clear
struggle and opposition with other history-making discourses of Islamic art, such as the
scientific-geometrical discourse of previous centuries.

The spiritual factor that accompanied the sanctity of calligraphy is the reverence and
honor of the content and bearer of the script—the divine word and the Quranic
narratives embedded in verses, narrations, and hadiths. In addition, the divine word of
the Holy Quran itself has repeatedly emphasized the importance of writing, and the
recommendations of religious leaders, especially the Noble Prophet (PBUH) and Imam
Ali (AS), regarding the importance and attention to this art have led to the perfection,
expansion, and Muslims' inclination towards this matter. On the other hand, there has
always been a deep relationship between calligraphy and mysticism (irfan) and Sufism
(tasawwuf), as many mystics and thinkers have provided esoteric interpretations of
writing and script, etc., and the art, literature, and mysticism of Islamic Iran are replete
with these points. Calligraphy is an experiential art, and discovering its subtle and
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delicate points requires uninterrupted and continuous practice. This art is a deep and
quiet unveiling of the hidden and complex aspects of script under the shadow of practice
(mashq) and seclusion with letters and words.
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