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Introduction

Every human being living in this vast world, by nature and by the dictate of intellect,
desires perfection. The hardship of enduring difficulties becomes bearable in the hope
of a brighter future. He begins his journey from point zero towards perfection, and each
step brings him closer to perfection. Due to possessing dimensions of thought and spirit,
his development is so deep-rooted, powerful, and rapid that he progresses as far as
possible. Certainly, not only is the instinct of love for perfection strong in humans, but
other instincts are also stored within his being, which he employs when necessary,
removes obstacles in this path, and flees from anything harmful.

[lluminationist philosophers, regarding the truth of the soul, hold the same belief as
Peripatetic philosophers, according to which the human soul, like the intellects, is an
immaterial, intellectual substance. In Illuminationist philosophy, the soul is immaterial
in its essence but has a managerial relation with the body. Through a desirous
connection it has with the body, it interacts with it, performs its actions with its
assistance, and thereby attains its possible perfections (Suhrawardi, 1375: 2/ 110).

Sheikh al-Ishraq (Suhrawardi) says in Risalat al-Alwah al-Imadiyah: "The definition of
the rational soul is that it is a substance which apprehends intelligibles and manages the
body, and it is a light among the lights of God the Exalted, self-subsistent, not in a
place" (Suhrawardi, 1380: 3 /134). Like Ibn Sina, Sheikh al-Ishraq considers the soul to
possess two faculties: theoretical and practical (Suhrawardi, 1379: 1/501). Although in
most cases he has not provided a definition for these two faculties, some of his
statements indicate that in defining the theoretical and practical intellect, he agrees with
the view of Sheikh al-Ra'is (Ibn Sina), considering the theoretical intellect as that which
apprehends all universals and the practical intellect as that which apprehends particulars
related to the realm of action (Suhrawardi, 1991: 4 / 206). The Illuminationists,
followers of Suhrawardi, have also proposed these two theoretical and practical
faculties for the rational soul, following him (Shahrzuri, 1384: 2/431). However,
Shahrzuri believes that we should not consider the soul as composed of two independent
faculties; rather, the rational soul of man is a single entity which, with respect to
apprehending intelligibles, is called the theoretical intellect, and with respect to
managing the body, is called the practical intellect.

A review of the research background indicates that no independent work with this exact
title has been written so far. However, some works have examined the connection
between Suhrawardi's thoughts and Islamic architecture. Shafiei and colleagues (1393)
in an article titled "Examining the Manifestation of the Symbol of Light in Islamic
Architecture (Based on Suhrawardi's Illuminationist View of Light and Emphasis on
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Characteristics of Islamic Mosques)," have explored the category of light in Islamic
architecture. In this research, they concluded that analyzing the patterns, colors used,
and the architecture of distinctive parts of Islamic mosques, where the theme of "light"
has a prominent presence, shows that the origin of all beauties, existence, and perceptual
capabilities in Islamic art is this very theme. The architect-artist is one of the
practitioners of the principles of such a luminous society, who has been able to show
the balance between the luminous and material worlds by perceiving the qualitative and
quantitative aspects of its transcendental realm.

The present research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on
data from library sources, seeks to examine perfection and light based on Suhrawardi's
thoughts in Islamic architecture, focusing on the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque.

Conclusion

Human perfection in the dimension of the practical intellect consists in the practical
intellect having mastery over the animal faculties, and these faculties acting according
to its governance. However, this development is not the true perfection of man; rather,
it 1s a tool for man's true perfection, which is the perfection of the faculty of the
theoretical intellect. The perfection of the theoretical intellect, in turn, lies in its
emergence from the potential stage (hayulani), and after reaching the stage of acquired
intellect (bi al-malakah) and actualized intellect (bi al-fi'l), it ultimately attains the stage
of the acquired intellect (al-'aq! al-mustafad), becoming an intellectual world akin to
the objective world.

Sheikh Suhrawardi, by negating the union of the intellect and the intelligible (ittihad al-
‘aqil wa al-ma'qul), believes that intellectual forms (al-suwar al-'ilmiyyah) are of the
category of accidents (a'rad) for the substance of the soul. Based on this, human
perfection lies outside the realm of his essence, and the realization of man's ultimate
perfection only means an increase in his accidental attributes. On the other hand, by
negating the union of the soul with the active intellect (al-'aq! al-fa"al), he believes that
the realization of intellectual forms is solely the achievement of the soul's connection
(ittisal) to the active intellect, not a product of union between the two.

Suhrawardi believes that the ultimate perfection of man is to attain the Creator of
existence. Ibn Sina did not provide a clear interpretation for this view, to the extent that
Sheikh al-Ishraq emphasizes that annihilation in God (al-fana fi Allah) is precisely
man's immersion in attention to God the Exalted, resulting in inattention to others, even
to one's own soul in His presence. None of these philosophers established a connection
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between what they said on this subject and the foundations and philosophical system of
their own,; it is as if there is no link between these two theories.

In the architecture of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, light plays a significant role in
increasing spirituality and guiding man towards perfection. In the dark space of the
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, light is manifested through luminous effects, more
prominently than through its direct presence.
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