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Introduction

In ritual theater, sacred and holy figures may serve as characters—or rather, a character
in the narrative may embody a being superior to humans, a divine entity—while all
characters remain subject to the playwright’s and director’s control. Some scholars
argue that this dynamic has led to contradictions within performances, even framing
such techniques as tools for crafting stylized texts and spectacles. Thus, can
contradiction truly be conceptualized within the domain of theater and dramatic
literature?

Logically, this form of belief is justified through imagined entities, which constitute
part of natural language, and is conveyed through dialogues and scenes as reported
events. This issue can be explored through the framework of possible worlds, as ritual
performances are fundamentally rooted in events that are both real and believable to the
audience. The connection between fictional and theatrical worlds—and their
resemblance to possible worlds analyzed by Al—is of critical importance here.
Discussions on what constitutes ritual literature reveal divergent approaches to
storytelling and realist texts.

In ritual literature, the relationship between narrative and literary realism is pivotal,
elevating the text from mere historical chronicling to literature. Three primary
approaches exist regarding this relationship:

1. The Separationist Approach: This view strictly distinguishes between
narrative and literary realism, treating the fictional world as entirely detached
from real-world logic. Here, ritual literature is purely imaginative, with no
tangible connection to reality or factual events.

2. The Holistic Approach: This perspective denies any distinction between ritual
literature and realism, dismissing the dichotomy as irrelevant to the
interpretation and meaning-making of ritual texts. In this view, ritual myths
evoke superior meanings—featuring characters endowed with elevated traits
such as love, respect, dignity, security, and self-actualization, hallmarks of
fantastical epics and heroic archetypes. These figures exhibit unwavering
confidence, making decisive choices in critical moments (Azarpira et al., 2022:
24).

3. The Pragmatic Approach: This stance advocates distinguishing between
narrative and literary realism based on practicality, as no absolute boundary
separates the two. Instead, they comprise cultural, literary, and specialized
artistic elements that require contextual differentiation. Here, the line between
reality and fiction—or between factual and counterfactual states—is fluid,
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shaped by temporal, cultural, and historical frameworks. Thus, narrativity is not
an eternal, intrinsic feature of a text but one contingent on its practical function
within a specific historical and cultural milieu. A text once deemed unrealistic
may no longer be perceived as such today, and vice versa (Ronen, 1994: 10). For
instance, Greek gods in ancient ritual and theatrical literature were once
considered real, realist entities, whereas today, they are largely regarded as
fantastical (Bressler, 2007: 34).

The real is the authentic essence of an artwork, manifest in the text’s authorship—a
purity that interwoven texts across eras have articulated through intertextual discourse.
Literature always signals something latent, something perpetually on the verge of
revelation. Indeed, literature is subject-centric, perpetually capable of becoming
objectified (Ghasemi et al., 2022: 507).

Today, the boundary between reality and imagination is no longer as rigid as in the past.
The value of texts is no longer determined solely by their factual or fictional status, as
imagination now plays a vital role in individual human life and significantly influences
the shared products of imagination in social existence (Searle, 1975: 332).

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research, artificial intelligence (Al)—through its capacity
for problem-solving—can play a significant role in enriching ritual theater across three
key stages: scriptwriting, performance, and audience-performer interaction.

1. Al as a Tool for Mythological Synthesis: Al platforms like ChatGPT enable
the integration of diverse ritual and mythological traditions—from African,
Latin, Zoroastrian, Islamic, Christian, and other cultural spheres—transforming
localized narratives into timeless, universal forms that resonate across humanity.

2. Al in Performance Execution: Al can execute ritual theater texts without
human intentionality. This does not result in chaotic or unplanned performances
but rather draws from pre-programmed options within Al systems, which are
then strategically directed.

3. Al in Narrative Innovation: Al can incorporate storytelling elements into
varied formal expressions, blending interactive and non-interactive narrative
strategies. Through hybrid forms of narration, Al simulates free-choice
structures based on layered simulations. Governed by predefined rules, it dictates
transitions between scenes and orchestrates both linear and interactive narratives.
Crucially, Al can generate multiple strategies for combining these forms.
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4. Al in Cognitive and Spatial Design: Al offers valuable insights into cognitive
states, objects within ritual performance spaces, the performance environment
itself, and the relationships between entities onstage. In ritual theater, Al-driven
simulations enhance the believability of supernatural beings, their behaviors,
cognitive states, and character development. By leveraging Al, audiences avoid
monotony in repetitive performances, while the potential for innovation and
audience astonishment grows exponentially.
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