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ABSTRACT

Throughout history, the house has been recognized as the most crucial space that
adapts to human life. However, due to insufficient understanding of users and their
needs, significant changes are observed in current housing and construction practices,
leading to the loss of identity in homes and a trend towards uniformity across the
country. Adopting an architecture based on understanding needs, lifestyle, and local
beliefs that have evolved into cultural identity over time can enhance the sense of
belonging to space and overall satisfaction of residents in meeting their real needs. In
fact, this design component is the intermediate space. The purpose of this study is to
analyze the spatial connecting spaces of traditional and modern dwellings in the
Azerbaijan region, emphasizing how buildings are situated within these spaces. The
research methodology is a combination of descriptive, qualitative, analytical, and
logical reasoning approaches. The study involves library, internet, and field research,
using both quantitative and qualitative data. After examining traditional and modern
houses in Ardabil, Tabriz, and Zanjan, the study proposes optimal solutions for
integrating traditional architectural connecting spaces into modern homes in the
Azerbaijan region. Notably, contemporary architecture in the region often overlooks
past principles and concepts, which are sometimes replaced with unfamiliar definitions
due to lack of awareness. Meanwhile, the same audience has expressed needs that have
diminished or faded over time. Ideal housing is based on human values, embodies
cultural values, and provides peace and comfort.

Research Objectives:

1. To explain the optimal model for transitioning between open and closed spaces
in residential buildings in the Azerbaijan region.

2. Toinvestigate the differences and similarities between the connecting elements
of open and closed spaces in traditional and modern residential buildings in the
Azerbaijan region.

Research Questions:

1. What is the optimal model for transitioning from open to closed spaces in
residential buildings in the Azerbaijan region?

2. What are the differences and similarities between the connecting elements of
open and closed spaces in traditional and modern residential buildings in the

B *******.****.**.**'*.*/ Azerbaijan region?
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Introduction

In the mid-20th century, attention to indigenous architecture became apparent due to
the problems and shortcomings arising from the changes brought about by modernity
and industrialization. This interest in indigenous architecture emerged either as a
reaction to the anonymity of their own architecture or as a means of establishing
principles to solve problems. It encompasses a wide range of fields, including human
dimensions, user needs and culture, building materials, climate, energy, and more
(Sadeghipour, 2012: 6). Researchers like Rapoport have identified cultural issues in
indigenous architecture as a significant factor, emphasizing the importance of
considering cultural contexts. Paul Oliver defines indigenous architecture as a type that
grows from within communities and adapts to social, climatic, and technological
conditions over time, evolving in harmony with the values, economy, and lifestyles of
the cultures that produce it. In essence, indigenous architecture is the architecture of the
people, by the people, and not for the people (Rapoport, 2009: 26).

Cultural identity shapes the architectural values that are perceived only in traditional
buildings. Architecture forms to nurture these values and embody them physically. If
traditional Iranian architecture lacked these values, ancient structures would be nothing
more than mere clay and earth. Iranian art is a testament to the innate genius of Iranians,
and their art cannot be merely a compilation of elements borrowed from other cultures.
This suggests that architecture and urban planning have a mission to preserve ancient
cultural values within themselves and are considered identity-forming elements in
cultural structures, as observed in architectural works worldwide (Bemanian, 2010).

The term "architecture" is most closely associated with housing, and any definition or
characteristic it may have is first realized in housing. Housing has always been of
interest from two main perspectives: it is the primary element of a city, and it is a
necessity and concern for all people in all places and times. Additionally, housing (or
the home) is the place of family life and carries both artistic and aesthetic value, both
of which have cultural significance (Naghizadeh, 2017: 47).

Today, despite the use of modern technologies and significant expenditures in building
homes, comfort in residential housing is not adequately provided. This is due to the
identity crisis in contemporary architecture and the blind imitation of Western
architecture. Traditional Iranian houses, with their proper design and understanding of
building materials and elements, were able to meet the needs of their inhabitants without
excessive costs and in simplicity. Unfortunately, in the present century, these traditional
architectural principles have given way to imitations of Western architecture, subjecting
Iranian homes to various challenges and problems.
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The transformation of past homes into modern apartments has led to significant changes
in the physical, functional, and spatial characteristics of residential architecture and
environments. Private open spaces and shared spaces, as intermediate and connecting
areas between indoors and outdoors in residential units, have fundamentally altered both
social relationships at the neighborhood and community level and the structure and
appearance of urban areas, providing continuity in residential fabrics. The mass
production of apartment housing and the use of imported design patterns have also
added ambiguity to the relationship between indoors and outdoors in residential units.
Although Western researchers have also noted this ambiguity in the logical connection
between indoors and outdoors in apartment design and use, Christopher Alexander,
citing an English study on apartment balconies and small houses, points out that two-
thirds of people never use balconies that do not provide privacy and a sense of seclusion
(Alexander, 2009).

Today, designing desirable housing is essential across the country. However, designing
desirable housing in the Azerbaijan region to enhance the quality of life for its residents
is not only a new area of research but also necessary. This is because formulating and
applying Iranian-Islamic architectural principles in this region not only helps preserve
the authentic and indigenous architecture of the region but also promotes this
indigenous culture. The intermediate space is associated with concepts such as
proximity, seclusion, crowding, etc., which functionally create personal, social, public,
and private spaces. These spaces indicate the level of privacy and, in other words, the
boundary and domain between multiple spatial realms, as respecting boundaries not
only distinguishes phenomena from adjacent domains but also influences how they
connect. Therefore, one of the primary functions of intermediate spaces is controlling
territory and ownership. Receiving, interpreting, changing, and combining information
and concepts are also among the semantic functionalities of intermediate spaces. Thus,
intermediate spaces are where internal and external functions intersect, shaping
meaningful forms by limiting them and facilitating interaction and connection with their
surroundings. This study aims to identify the most important indicators of intermediate
spaces and their impact on the lifestyle of traditional housing and determine how these
indicators can be applied in modern housing. It evaluates this perspective in cities across
the Azerbaijan region, including Ardabil, Tabriz, and Zanjan.

Conclusion

The most significant difference between traditional and modern houses based on
comparative studies in the Azerbaijan region is the vestibule (or entrance hall). In
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architecture, the vestibule serves as a gateway and inner entrance, connecting spaces
such as the kitchen, pantry, rooms, and courtyard to each other and to the main entrance.
During the contemporary traditional period (Pahlavi era), the overall system of
traditional houses remained intact, with the addition of staircases to the vestibule.
However, as modern times progressed, the vestibule gradually lost its primary role and
began to function as a filter, often connecting to spaces like bathrooms. In recent years,
reception areas have emerged as connecting elements, and the vestibule has largely
disappeared.

In contemporary times, one of the issues facing humanity is the problem of desirable
housing. Due to land scarcity and high housing costs, people are forced to settle for
smaller living spaces, which must be utilized efficiently. In a broader view, desirable
housing is that which is based on human needs and values, embodies cultural values,
and provides peace and comfort for its inhabitants.

The key features of desirable housing include:
« Providing a sense of peace and comfort for the family.
« Ensuring various levels of security for its occupants.
« Offering privacy.

« Facilitating connection with nature, meeting human needs, and accessing
resources.

Developing models that align with the local culture of the Azerbaijan region can bring
about a desirable order to the urban structure. Since these models are derived from the
hidden principles of past architecture, they will introduce improvements in urban space,
culture, structure, materials, proportions, layout, and more, leading to economic
savings, enhanced quality of spaces, and increased user satisfaction and sense of
belonging. The primary outcome of this research focuses on understanding the spatial
identity, spirit of the home, and its essence in the Azerbaijan region, proposing solutions
to achieve suitable housing models and envisioning sustainable, identity-rich
Azerbaijani homes.

Upon examining traditional and modern houses, it becomes clear that Azerbaijani home
spaces have undergone changes over time, both in terms of physical form and lifestyle.
Notably, contemporary architecture in the region often overlooks past principles and
concepts, which are sometimes replaced with unfamiliar definitions due to lack of
awareness. The erosive changes in the architecture of homes in the Azerbaijan region
have led to the elimination of certain spaces and their concepts from homes and people's
minds. Meanwhile, the same audience has expressed needs that have diminished or
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faded over time. Spaces like the vestibule, which serves as a connecting area, are among
those whose absence is felt in people's lives based on field observations. Changes in the
connecting elements of spaces, the shape and pattern of floor plans, the position and
manner of entering spaces, lighting, and spatial functionality ultimately indicate that the
quality of spaces has declined in certain aspects, particularly in physical terms, altering
the lifestyle of the people in the region.
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