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Introduction

Over the past few decades, narratology has emerged as a scientific field, with
narratologists striving to identify specific narrative patterns to uncover its universal
structure. One of the most important topics in this field is the concept of time in the
narrative, about which Geérard Genette has proposed an independent theory on “the role
and position of time in the narrative.” In his analysis of narrative, Genette identifies five
key features: order, duration, frequency, mood, and voice. Among these, the first three
are related to time. Genette explains the transition of a story from chronological time to
narrative time (text) as follows:

1. Order/Temporal Sequence: The narrative is divided into three categories based
on time: retrospective (past-oriented), prospective (future-oriented), and
simultaneous (present-oriented). The narrative may temporarily deviate from the
chronological sequence of events, as seen in flashbacks. In the second type, a
leap forward in chronological time occurs, where events that have not yet
happened are narrated. In the third type, the narrative is presented simultaneously
with the events. Genette demonstrates how altering the linear order of the
narrative can make it more engaging.

2. Duration/Temporal Continuity: This refers to the relationship between the
time of the text and the volume of the text, which determines the pacing and
rhythm of the story. If the ratio between the time of the text and the space
allocated to it remains constant, the story progresses at a steady pace. Duration
shows which events or functions of the story are given positive acceleration.

3. Frequency/Repetition: Genette uses repetition to explain the relationship
between the number of times an event occurs in the story world and the number
of times it is narrated. There are different types of frequency: singular (when an
event that happened once is narrated once), repetitive (when an event that
happened once is narrated multiple times), and iterative (when events that occur
multiple times are narrated only once, referred to by Genette as "repeating")
(Falaki, 2003: 81).

In the world of art, particularly in miniature painting, the dimension of time is also
significant. According to philosophers, movement generates the two elements of time
and space. The foundational perspective on time and space in ancient Iranian art and
Islamic Iranian art is consistent. Islamic mystics believe that the realms of existence are
divided into three main categories: the sensory (material), the imaginal, and the
intellectual. The imaginal realm, situated between the abstract (intellectual) and the
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material (sensory) realms, possesses both material (visible) and immaterial (intangible)
qualities. The space of Iranian miniature painting is that of the imaginal realm.

Regarding the background of research, studies such as "Behnamfar et al., 2014"
examine the temporality of narrative in the novel Sal-e Margi and highlight the
prominence of temporal elements in this work. Mobaraki, 2013, in analyzing the
disruption of time and anachrony in the novel Ermia, shows that the author utilizes all
the literary and narrative potentials of the temporal element in this novel. The author of
this study seeks to answer the question of how time, based on Geérard Genette's theory,
is depicted in Iranian miniature painting and the novels Sal-ha-ye Abri and Asfar-e
Kataban. Therefore, this research, conducted through a descriptive-analytical method
relying on library resources, addresses this issue.

Conclusion

In Sal-ha-ye Abri and Asfar-e Kataban, the authors disrupt the linear sequence of time
to construct their narrative frameworks, breaking the present time to transform
chronological time into narrative time. Darvishian and Khosravi employ retrospective
and prospective narrative techniques to create gaps and suspense in the story while
simultaneously resolving conflicts through these temporal disruptions. In some
instances, they use positive acceleration by omitting large segments of event time to
quickly convey their message. At other times, they maintain a steady or positive pace.
However, overall, both novels exhibit negative acceleration in terms of the ratio
between the volume of text and the time of events. Repetitive frequency is rarely used
in these novels, whereas singular and iterative frequencies are employed extensively. It
can be said that repetitive frequency in these novels reflects the meaningful repetition
of events by the authors.

In Asfar-e Kataban and Sal-ha-ye Abri, external flashbacks (retrospection) are more
prevalent than internal flashbacks. Retrospection provides background information for
the story, while prospection predicts an uncertain future, placing the audience in a state
of suspense. In Asfar-e Kataban, the author uses the technique of "narrative within a
narrative™ or retrospection to add complexity to the story, engaging the reader's mind.
At times, this technique is also used to fill gaps in the narrative. In terms of
duration, Sal-ha-ye Abri features steady, positive, and negative acceleration,
while Asfar-e Kataban includes both positive and negative acceleration.

Sal-ha-ye Abri spans a long period of the protagonist's life, characterized by negative
acceleration. The story's time is prolonged through descriptions and details, causing the
story time to outpace the narrative time. Both authors manipulate the speed of the
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narrative (duration) by using techniques such as omission, summary, dramatic scenes,
and descriptive pauses, sometimes combining them to highlight the significance of
events. Large segments of time are slowed down due to descriptive pauses, expanding
the narrative text.

The authors utilize all three types of frequency in Genette's theory, with singular
frequency being more prominent in Sal-ha-ye Abrithan repetitive and iterative
frequencies. In contrast, iterative frequency plays a larger role in Asfar-e Kataban.
In Sal-ha-ye Abri, the repeated mention of past events through continuous retrospection
serves as repetitive frequency, reflecting the author's deliberate emphasis on certain
events and creating suspense. In Asfar-e Kataban, repetitive frequency is based on
continuous retrospection and prospection by the narrator and characters.

The analysis reveals that in Iranian miniature painting, anachronism, the transcendence
of time, and the use of the imaginal realm and imagery are evident, showing similarities
with the treatment of time in the aforementioned novels.
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