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Introduction

The Golshan-e Raz (The Garden of Secrets) by Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari is one of
the most beautiful and valuable mystical poems in Persian literature, holding a
prominent place among the works of this renowned mystic. Sheikh Shabestari
composed this masnavi (narrative poem) in 1311 CE in response to eighteen questions
posed by an anonymous mystic from Khorasan named Amir Hosseini Heravi. In a
thousand verses, he answered these questions with profound mystical and philosophical
themes, employing various allegories and Sufi terminology throughout this significant
work. In Golshan-e Raz, diverse mystical allegories on theoretical issues are presented
from Sheikh Shabestari's perspective, making it one of the most esteemed works in Sufi
literature. Among the mystical allegories in Golshan-e Raz, the term "unity" (wahdat)
holds a special place, and due to its importance, it serves as the central focus of this
article on mystical allegory and its variations. It is worth noting that examining and
identifying this mystical expression in this valuable work, beyond its rhetorical and
aesthetic aspects, can lead to a precise and comprehensive definition of this term and its
related components. In this research, we will explore the various dimensions and
combinations of this mystical allegory and its components from the perspective of
Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari.

The unique role and significance of mystical thought in Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari's
works have led to extensive research into the mystical discourse of this great mystic.
Particularly, regarding the terms and allegories used in Golshan-e Raz, numerous
detailed studies can be found in various commentaries on this work. In this article, the
author has selected one of the most important and practical allegories as an example of
mystical terminology, using various versions and commentaries available, and analyses
it in detail.

In this context, the mystical allegory of unity has been chosen for investigation based
on the results obtained. Although most existing sources and references provide general
explanations of this concept in various commentaries, this article aims to examine the
function of the allegory of unity specifically and independently, evaluating the results
separately.

The most important books in this field, found among various commentaries on this
valuable work, include:

« Hadiqgat al-Bi Kam wa Kash by Mohammad Kazem Baghmalaei
« Mafatih al-ljaz by Mohammad Labhiji

« Sharh-e Sadeh Golshan-e Raz by Behrouz Servatian
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« Sharh-e Golshan by Allameh Seyyed Mahmoud Tabatabai

« Sharh-e Golshan-e Raz by Kazem Dezfoulian

« Hezar Ganj by Hassan Aminlou

o Sharh-e Ejmal-e Ash'ar-e Golshan-e Raz by Rajab Ali Zamani
o Farasu-ye Iman va Kufr by Leonard Lewisohn

The primary goal of this article is to explain the function of the mystical allegory of
unity and its components in Golshan-e Raz from the perspective of Sheikh Mahmoud
Shabestari, along with examining and analysing examples of this allegory and unity in
the architectural decorations of the Soltaniyeh Dome.

Given that Golshan-e Raz holds a special place in mystical literature and serves as a
comprehensive example of Sufi symbols and allegories in mystical literature, the
necessity of this research, along with examples of allegories from this valuable work,
becomes evident. In this regard, the author has focused on the rhetorical aspects of the
allegory of unity as a representation of mystical terminology in Golshan-e Raz.

Although much research has been conducted on Golshan-e Raz and the mystical terms
and expressions used in this valuable masnavi, and various commentaries have provided
explanations, the concept of the mystical allegory of unity in Golshan-e Raz has not
been independently and comprehensively addressed. In this study, the author aims to
analyze the mystical allegory of unity and its various components from the unique
perspective that Sheikh Shabestari embedded in his poetry, examining it independently
and concisely.

Since the author's residence and studies are near the birthplace and tomb of this
renowned mystic, Shabestar, and due to a personal interest in mystical topics and ideas,
the author chose to focus on one of the most important mystical allegories, the concept
of unity in Golshan-e Raz by Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari. By examining and
analyzing the mystical dimensions of this unparalleled work, the author selected
examples of verses related to the mystical allegory of unity and began the research. By
comparing various commentaries on Golshan-e Raz, examples of the mystical allegory
of unity and its components were extracted. Subsequently, through library research and
a descriptive approach, using primary and important sources, the author organized and
compiled the materials.
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Conclusion

Allegory in mystical literature plays a crucial role in explaining and conveying mystical
concepts, and the use of allegorical language is a distinctive stylistic feature of mystical
discourse. Among mystical terms, the allegory of unity (wahdat) symbolizes the
manifestation of oneness in the sacred essence of the unique God. According to this
perspective, the origin of all beings and phenomena in this world is one, and their
ultimate return is solely to that singular origin. The only absolute truth is one, and that
is the existence of the divine absolute essence.

From the viewpoint of mystics who believe in unity, the divine is the manifestation of
creation, and creation is the manifestation of the divine. The universe is a manifestation
of the oneness of God and the result of the divine's unity. In this regard, the allegory of
unity stands as a unique expression among mystical terms, reflecting the beliefs of
mystics who adhere to this concept.

Among the great mystics, Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari, in his invaluable
work Golshan-e Raz, employs various mystical allegories and terms, among which the
allegory of unity holds significant importance. Sheikh Shabestari views this allegory,
like other mystical concepts, as a representation of the knowledge of existence and
being. However, in his specific beliefs, he even negates multiplicity, seeking the
creation of humans, the world, and all phenomena in a singular truth. In his view, this
world is created as a manifestation of a unique and unparalleled power, and that singular
truth is the sacred essence of God, who is one and admits no duality, multiplicity, or
limitation. In Golshan-e Raz, he identifies multiplicity as the cause of discord in contrast
to unity, thereby negating all multiplicities and limitations and perceiving everything
within the absolute unity of existence. From Sheikh Shabestari's perspective, humans
must undergo stages of spiritual journey and self-annihilation (fana) to attain the
essence of unity, that is, becoming one with the divine. Only in this way can everything,
like a drop in the ocean, manifest unity. In his view, all multiplicities and limitations
ultimately lead to a singular truth, and apart from the existence of God, no other being
exists. Everything in this world is merely an apparent manifestation of the true existence
of the unique God, and the singular truth, through unity in the universe and existence,
is solely God Almighty.

In explaining these concepts, the mystical allegory of unity stands out among other
mystical terms in Golshan-e Raz. Particularly in contrast to multiplicity and through the
use of related components of this allegory, Sheikh Shabestari expresses significant ideas
in this work. The study of the architectural decorations of the Soltaniyen Dome also
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reveals that the allegory of unity is beautifully depicted in its geometric and floral
patterns.

In conclusion, the allegory of unity in Golshan-e Raz not only serves as a profound
mystical concept but also finds its reflection in the artistic and architectural expressions
of the Soltaniyeh Dome, showcasing the interconnectedness of mystical thought and
artistic creation in Persian culture.
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