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ABSTRACT

This research introduces the historical buildings of Khaf County from the early Islamic
period to the end of the Qajar era. The introduction of historical buildings is based on
historical and architectural studies in the county's four districts, and the categorization
of buildings in this research is based on religious and non-religious structures. The
method of this research relies on library studies and fieldwork. Investigations indicate
that the majority of historical buildings in Khaf County are located, in order, in the
Central, Sangan, Salami, and Jolgeh Zuzan districts; while the diversity of historical
buildings is more evident, in order, in the Salami, Central, Sangan, and Jolgeh Zuzan
districts. Most historical buildings were constructed during the Qajar, Timurid, and
Safavid periods, with the most significant ones built during the Seljuk, Khwarazmian,
and Timurid periods. The construction of buildings was closely related to the political
centrality and security of the region, and natural factors—especially earthquakes and
storms—as well as human factors such as the destruction of historical textures and
inappropriate use have been influential in their demise.

Research Objectives:
1. Examination of natural factors, especially earthquakes and storms.

2. Examination of human factors such as the destruction of historical textures and
inappropriate use influencing their demise.

Research Questions:

1. How was the role of natural factors, especially earthquakes and storms, in the
destruction of historical textures?

2. How were human factors, such as the destruction of historical textures and
inappropriate use, influential in their demise?
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Introduction

The historical buildings of a region are its living history; they can be referred to as
connecting links, alongside other cultural and historical documents and records, which
play a role in better understanding the region. Therefore, following a brief report on
pre-Islamic historical buildings, points surrounding the historical buildings of the
Islamic period, their classification method, and finally their introduction are addressed.
Archaeological investigations indicate the settlement and life of ethnic groups on the
low-wind and water-rich southern slopes of the Bakharz mountain range and northwest
of Khaf in the 3rd millennium BC, as well as in Zuzan and Bias Abad in the 1st
millennium BC, with signs of their initial settlement visible north of Valiabad village
on "Tappeh Divi" (Devi Hill). Shahriar Adl believes that the first evidence and signs of
urbanization in the arid points of the Iranian plateau have been discovered in Khaf.

The several-thousand-year-old background of Khaf and its prosperity during the
Parthian and Sassanian periods indicate the existence of many historical artifacts and
buildings from the pre-Islamic era in this area, which have been lost over time. It seems
Yaqut al-Hamawi's reference in Mujam al-Buldan to the construction of a fire temple
in Zuzan by the carriers of the sacred fire from Azerbaijan to Sistan is the first available
report in this regard. Pre-Islamic historical artifacts in Khaf County fall into two
categories. The first category: ancient hills and sites such as Tappeh Siah Zuzan, Tappeh
Bias Abad, Tappeh Gorki Zuzan, Tappeh Niyazabad in the Sangan district, and Tappeh
Divi in the Salami district. The second category: remains of buildings such as the stone
structure of the fire temple (Sijavand/Siravand) in the Salami district, Sassanian
buildings in Fadak in the Salami district, which have been converted into the Ribat-e
Ziyarat Mosque through change of use, the remains of the Gabr Castle of Khargerd, and
the remains of three large Gabri (pre-Islamic) bricks in a corner of the /wan of the
historical Malek Zuzan Mosque.

The historical buildings of the Islamic period (up to the end of the Qajar era) in the
county include mosques, madrasas, pavilions, houses, castles and citadels, towers,
caravanserais, dams, cisterns, Savah (water-raising wheels), mausoleums, windmills
(Asbad), and bathhouses. These buildings are divided into two groups; the first group
includes buildings about which information exists, such as registered buildings and non-
registered buildings mentioned in some historical reports. Sixty-four cases from the first
group were registered in the National Heritage List from 26/06/1310 to 31/06/1391 SH
(Solar Hijri), accounting for 80% of the county's registered artifacts. The second group
includes buildings for which, due to a lack of available information, only a list of their
names is provided.
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The emergence of each of the cities of Salami, Khaf, Zuzan, and Sangan as the political
centers of the county's four districts made it possible to introduce historical buildings
within the framework of these four political districts. Therefore, in this research,
historical buildings are introduced within the framework of the four districts of Khaf
County from west to east; because the glorious and long-standing past of each of the
district centers and their rural districts has led experts and archaeologists to favor this
method of introducing historical buildings. Khaf County, as one of the important cities
of Khorasan in the Islamic period, has many historical buildings. Despite the fact that
artifacts and historical buildings are among the most important signs of a region's
historical significance, they have not yet been seriously addressed in this county.
Consequently, many of these artifacts are falling into ruin, even before being properly
identified and introduced. This issue makes the preparation of a comprehensive cultural
record of Khaf's historical buildings essential; especially since no independent work has
been compiled in this field so far.

How is the distribution of Khaf's historical buildings in terms of number, diversity, and
different historical periods? So far, no comprehensive research has been conducted on
the historical buildings of Khaf in the specified period. Among the works done in this
field, one can refer to books, theses, and articles that have in some way introduced some
of Khaf's historical buildings:

Books: The Historical Geography of Zaveh Province by Mohammad Reza Khosravi,
in the first part of its second chapter, deals with the etymology and history of Khaf and
Zuzan, and in the third part of the same chapter, titled "Traces of the Past," introduces
a number of historical artifacts of Khaf and Zaveh. The three-volume History and
Figures of Eastern Khorasan by Ebrahim Zangeneh; in the first volume, which covers
the history from the Ist to the 9th century AH (7th to 15th century AD), under the
subtitle "Historical Villages of Khaf," the author introduces a number of Khaf's
historical artifacts. The book Khaf Through History by Abdolkarim Ahravi Rudi mostly
repeats the contents of History and Figures of Eastern Khorasan and only in the last
chapter provides brief information about the current status of Khaf. Books on art and
architecture can also be enumerated: The Works of Iran by André Godard, translated by
Abolhasan Sarveghad Moghaddam; List of Historical Buildings and Ancient Sites of
Iran by Nosratollah Meshkat; Timurid Architecture in Khorasan by Bernard O'Kane,
translated by Ali Akhshini; Timurid Architecture in Iran and Turan by Donald Wilber,
translated by Keramatollah Afsar and Mohammad Yusef Kiani; Mosques of
Khorasan by Rajabali Labbaf Khaniki and Faramarz Saber Moghaddam; these sources
provide brief introductions to several prominent historical buildings of the county, with
mostly overlapping buildings being introduced.

' G




4

Sournal of Slamic At Qdtudbes
Issue 60, Volume 22, December 2025

Theses: Historical Artifacts and Buildings of Khaf Province (with emphasis on
prominent artistic features) by Naser Khosh Ahang (advisor: Amir Akbari, Islamic
Azad University of Bojnourd, 2006). In the third part of the thesis, the author examines
historical artifacts and buildings in two chapters titled "Pre-Islamic Artifacts and
Buildings" and "Islamic Period Artifacts and Buildings" using library and field
methods. Thesis Architecture of Mosques in the Khwarazmian Period of Khorasan by
Parivash Akbari, advisor: Mohammad Hassan Samasar, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Tehran, 1994-1995. In this thesis, two Khwarazmian-period
mosques in Khaf County have been examined archaeologically.

Article: "The Old Texture of Cities, Manifestation of the Material and Spiritual Culture
of Islamic Cities Case: The Old Texture of Khaf City" by Faramarz Birimani and Ali
Shoa Barabadi (2009). The authors, while examining the old texture of Khaf city, have
also briefly and in passing introduced the historical buildings of the city's
neighborhoods.

The method of this research is descriptive-analytical. The basis of the research is
founded on library and documentary studies and field research. After collecting
information and reports, they were evaluated and analyzed using SPSS and GIS
software, and reliable internet sites were utilized.

Conclusion

The historical cities of Khaf have preserved their political and historical importance
within the county from the past until now and currently hold significant importance in
terms of possessing historical buildings as the centers of Khaf's political districts.
Historical buildings are considered the most important tourist attractions of these cities
and of Khaf County in general. These buildings, numbering 64, constitute 80% of the
county's registered historical artifacts. The largest number of historical buildings are
located, in order, in the Central, Sangan, Salami, and Jolgeh Zuzan districts. The highest
number of historical buildings were constructed, in order, during the Qajar, Timurid,
Safavid, Seljuk, Ilkhanid, Khwarazmian, Ghaznavid, and Afsharid periods; while the
most prominent ones belong to the Seljuk, Khwarazmian, and Timurid periods. The
Salami, Central, Sangan, and Jolgeh Zuzan districts hold the greatest importance in
terms of the diversity of historical buildings (both registered and non-registered);
whereas the diversity of registered historical buildings is more evident in the Sangan,
Salami, Zuzan, and Central districts.

Proposed Measures for Protection and Revitalization:
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1. Seismic Reinforcement and Visual Documentation: Strengthening buildings
and creating visual documentation to counter the danger of earthquakes. In this
action, priority for reinforcement can be given to buildings that have less
structural stability and resistance against earthquakes compared to others, such
as cisterns and reservoir basins. This is because structures like cisterns and
reservoirs, due to their underground structure and appropriate capacity to
withstand seismic and water pressure, have shown greater durability compared
to other buildings.

2. Establishing Protective Barriers: Creating protective networks, such as
planting rows of resistant trees like pines, to protect individual buildings against
natural factors like wind and storms.

3. Water and Moisture Diversion: Diverting rainwater and moisture away from
historical buildings, especially for the adobe historical buildings in the county.

4. Implementing Cleaning Schedules: Establishing weekly or periodic cleaning
programs for the county's historical buildings to remove biological contaminants
from their surfaces.

5. Preserving Historical Urban and Rural Fabrics: Paying attention to the
importance of preserving the historical textures of cities and villages in order to
help protect their historical buildings.

6. Eliminating Inappropriate Use and Reviving Proper Functions: Removing
improper uses of buildings by the public and government translators, and
reviving appropriate economic, social, and cultural functions for the buildings,
especially for individual monuments.

7. Expanding Restoration Projects and Enhancing Cooperation: Increasing the
restoration projects of the Provincial Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and
Tourism Organization beyond the current four buildings (namely, the Malek
Zuzan Mosque, the Jameh Mosque and Gonbad of Sangan, and the Ghiasieh
School of Khargerd) and fostering greater participation of the County
Governorate and Rural Districts in cooperative plans for emergency restoration
of buildings. This would significantly reduce unprincipled and unaware
restoration work.
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