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Introduction

In an existentialist understanding—particularly at the pinnacle of death’s constitutive
and synthesizing role in Martin Heidegger’s thought—the self’s encounter with itself
is, in truth, an encounter with its own facticity, eventuality, and perishability: that is,
the possibility of not-being. The self (or subject), within the encompassing circle and
daunting temporal framework of life, comes to recognize, through confronting itself,
that it has been cast into a finite world and that it is gripped by an enduring anxiety
stemming from its confrontation with death. In this moment, the self realizes that it
cannot resolve this anxiety—born of death-awareness—by relying on theoretical
inflation, rational justification, or retreating into the fortress of a systematic structure,
whether through hypothetical self-projection, the assumption of responsibility, or
salvation via obscure forces.

Some argue that since authentic being can only be attained through separation from the
"they-self" (das Man), and since only death can effect this separation, it is through
engaging with the inevitability of one’s own death that one can achieve an authentic
mode of being. Figures like Sartre have even posited death and human finitude as
necessary conditions for freedom. Yet the “they-self" is not something personal—it is
what all individuals are. The "they-self" prescribes existence in everydayness, a mode
of being in which the individual is inauthentic, unable to reconcile with their own self.
In this state, estranged from their own potential for authenticity, they collapse into the
world. This collapse signifies an absorption by the "Other,” guided by idle talk,
curiosity, and ambiguity.

Death, with its irrefutable power, reveals the world as un-masterable. Our finitude and
the perishability of things converge. Death appears as our end, yet if humans were
immortal, they could exhaust all possibilities before them. Instead, they vanish—an
outcome with implications for their individuality and freedom. Death enables freedom
and choice, and it is here that the distinction among human beings becomes apparent.
By introducing death-awareness, Heidegger strips the self of its foundational center,
demonstrating that its ground does not reside within itself—for if it did, it would not
yearn for death, nor would its death-contemplation and anxiety hold meaning. Thus, for
Heidegger, the self’s confrontation with death is essential: just as death cannot be
ignored in understanding nothingness (Nichts), its analysis is indispensable for
comprehending Being (Sein). Death is an existential possibility with a profound and
illuminating role; it is through understanding death that the meaning of the self is
disclosed.
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The title’s two key terms—death and subjectivism—reflect the author’s desire to revisit
and elaborate on humanity’s perennial questions: death and the self. However, the focus
here is primarily on death-awareness from Heidegger’s perspective, its connection to
subjectivism, and the possibility of breaking free from it. Accordingly, the first section
will explore Dasein’s relationship with death-awareness, addressing its generalities and
its ties to Dasein. Although philosophers and thinkers have engaged with death and
death-awareness to varying degrees, reflection on this subject remains a fundamental
human concern. When an individual believes they must fashion their own existence,
two emotions arise: responsibility and dread (Angst). These are among the most pivotal
concepts in contemporary philosophy.

The second section examines Heidegger’s interpretation of metaphysics and death. In
his view, the futural dimension of time (as possibility) precedes the past dimension (as
facticity or eventuality), though neither can be disregarded in assessing Dasein’s
authenticity. For him, my death-bound life is my transient perishing—yet it is also my
most fitting possibility, as it is the horizon for all my other possibilities. Inauthenticity,
then, arises from fleeing the reality of our finitude, minimizing it as an eventuality that
"happens to everyone."

The conclusion investigates the relationship between death-awareness and the
possibility of breaking from subjectivism in light of poetic dwelling and attaining a
mode of "present-at-hand” thinking (vorhanden). While Heidegger and other
philosophers have addressed death and death-awareness, Heidegger’s reconsideration
of the topic holds unique significance. What makes his reading compelling is his precise
analysis and synthesis of this question within a framework that treats death not as an
experience but as a possibility. Dasein is a being suspended between two nothings; what
it possesses is nothing, and all else becomes nothing in relation to it. Between these two
nothings—death and death-awareness—Ilies the most intimate possibility Dasein holds.

A review of prior research indicates that no independent study has yet been written on
this exact subject. The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, drawing
on library resources.

Conclusion

For Heidegger, truth is not correspondence with reality but pertains to the transcendent
and the unveiling of the concealed. Beings manifest in a particular manner, and this
mode of manifestation is expressed in relation to the entire structure of disclosure in
which they are situated. Phenomenology holds significance for Heidegger because, by
embracing it, there is no need to limply follow the results, subjects, and theories of rigid
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academic disciplines, nor must one abandon scientific rigor in favor of what is presumed
to be closeness to life. Understanding Being (Sein)—by questioning what lies behind
all metaphysical and epistemological assumptions—opens a horizon where the starting
point is hermeneutic revelation.

In subjectivism, the subject is a subject for itself—an I, though the comprehension of
this | from its own perspective and experiences remains problematic, if not impossible,
for others. The subject is also a subject in relation to others. The subject is knowledge
as well, which, in its most familiar form, might be the discourse of social institutions
that constrain its existence under specific conditions. The subject is embodied, distinct
from other human bodies, and thus strictly dependent on its environment (Gagnier, 8).
Cartesian subjectivity, when speaking of the I, mistakenly posits the Ego as a thinking
subject, but this Cartesian Ego is worldless—a wall stands between it and the world.
Kant, too, accepted this Ego, though he advanced further by recognizing that one cannot
move from the cogito ("I think™) to the assertion that "I am a person, a substance.” Yet
he still regarded the | as an object, remaining within the framework of metaphysical
tradition.

In subjectivism, self-experience is independent of what the subject does. The subject
may seek knowledge and thought but may tread a misguided, obscure, and aimless path.
It may succumb to habit, lose itself in work, and forget itself. The self depends on how
it carries itself forward, the practical situation it occupies, how it directs itself, and how
it is directed. Thus, the error lies in always interpreting the | as self-aware.

Heidegger, through his archaeology of the subject-object dichotomy, diverges from
Cartesian-Kantian subjectivism because he comprehends the transcendental role of
death. Space and time are immediate givens of intuition for Kant—they are not deduced
nor grounded in the categories of understanding. For Heidegger, space is no simple
given, for Dasein's spatiality arises from its mortality. Thus, Dasein's world is structured
around the centrality of death. This understanding is a singular experience. Heidegger
demarcates himself from Sartre’s humanist existentialism, which prioritizes human
choice and action, insisting on the primacy of the human agent. For Heidegger, thinking
is realization, not construction—for when thought becomes technique, it falls under the
tyranny of the public sphere, which assumes subjectivity as foundational. The public
sphere dictates everyday human needs, and this they-ness (das Man) expresses human
desires (Homer, 37).

Understanding Dasein’s finitude necessitates an emphasis on death-awareness—a
comprehension of the totality of life’s moments that eliminates the | as foundation and
instead embraces a poetic dwelling through which the articulation of truth and Being
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becomes possible. Dasein oscillates between error and mystery, for it occasionally
recoils from mystery. When death-awareness responds to the sign of Being, a fitting
language awakens, and the unifying flow of logos surges forth.

Inauthentic Dasein pursues a false authenticity, mistakenly believing it possesses itself.
This false authenticity is the same delusion that follows the lament of universal death,
collapsing into everyday banality. Inauthentic Dasein is absorbed in this falsity but not
annihilated—it still tends to itself. Death-awareness belongs solely to authentic Dasein
when it attains authenticity. Death-awareness extracts Being-toward-death (Sein-zum-
Tode) from the collective, revealing, in an illuminating individuation, the most authentic
possibility. This awareness discloses Dasein’s finitude and relentlessly pursues the
question of Being and truth (Fadaei, 216). Thought itself is finitude, and we are in dire
need of the poets’ verses—may we, with a heart awakened to this valley, renew our
souls on the path.

Now, the still-hidden power of modern technology, which has penetrated to the core of
all things, and the brutality of the modern world have left us seeking salvation from the
most apparent abyss. Modern technology and industrialization, in their inevitability,
prepare a relentless and inescapable fate, stifling any possibility of taking a stance,
dwelling, cherishing homeland, or seeking refuge—rendering these meanings so mute
and dim that none can even imagine they were once the true essence of humanity.

Contemporary man, bound by countless visible and invisible threads, is so enslaved by
the subjective I that he has forgotten the very absence of freedom. The modern | believes
humanity has never been freer. The progress of media has not opened new horizons—
it has devoured man, rendering him indifferent. Through collective media consumption,
every death, war, and massacre is normalized, and the decline of humanity into nihilism
is labeled "progress.” In the unfolding of metaphysical tradition and then modernity, the
question of Being and the world—"What is?"—shifted to "How can beings be known?"
This paradigmatic shift marks the precedence of subject over object, establishing a link
between mind and thing wherein knowledge became power—a power that bears fruit
through action.

When fear of death does not transform into death-awareness, no opening emerges.
Heideggerian Dasein is death-awareness that, by breaking from all -isms, attains
authenticity and realizes it must not remain passive or indifferent to the why and how of
its existence. Its life matters because it is attentive to the fact that living can abruptly
cease. In this regard, Nietzsche critiques Darwin for absurdly overestimating the
influence of external conditions and the outside world.
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The theoretical attitude is objectifying, yet it is not the only mode of encountering the
world—including death. For Sohrab Sepehri, death is "the reason for the butterfly’s
wing’s beauty"; for Attar, it is "like living"; for Rumi, it is "our sameness"—while for
others, it is merely cardiac arrest! The first approach is non-scientific, belonging to the
realm of contemplative thought; the latter is a scientific-theoretical approach that
understands death as an object. Yet death is not something that can be known through
categories and propositions. Death does not yield to positivistic interpretation—it has
always loomed over the nature of knowledge. For authentic Dasein, death possesses a
certainty that unfolds through Dasein’s own disclosure. Certainty of death and
understanding its significance result from Dasein’s openness to its primordial
foundations. Death is an ontological possibility, and discovering this possibility means
uncovering Dasein’s Being within the hidden garden of existence. Death, as death-
awareness in the mode of presence, is certain, and Dasein, through un-forgetting, grasps
its inevitability. Death is the finitude of Dasein’s Being—thus, without death-
awareness, one cannot comprehend the expanse of its existence.

In the miniatures of the Herat School, the concept of Being is reflected in depictions of
lovers’ encounters, struggles for life, and motifs such as the tree—an artistic resonance
with Heidegger’s thought.
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