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Article Info ABSTRACT

Respect for others and being respected by them constitute fundamental components of

Research Article ethical life, the absence of which creates a palpable and grievous void. According to

Issue 55 philosophers like Kant, a life devoid of such elements lacks ethical substance. Kant's
Volume 21 moral philosophy remains a primary reference for nearly all ethical discussions,
Page 544 to 557 particularly those concerning respect.

Kant's analysis of the concept of respect incorporates both psychological and ethical
considerations, indicating that, while he emphasizes purely rational elements, he also
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awareness of an action's relation to the law, exerting its influence through its relative

Publication Date: 2024/09/22 force as a motivating power.

This study employs a library-based, analytical-descriptive approach to elucidate Kant's

Keywords framework for moral action, emphasizing the role of respect. While Kant identifies the
Kantian moral philosophy, essence of moral action as adherence to duty and moral law, considerations like respect
respect for moral law serve as elements that necessitate duty-bound actions. A precise
» v ’ understanding of respect in moral conduct remains a contentious issue among Kantian
iy scholars.
motivation,
ethics. Research Objectives:
1. To explain the role of respect in moral action.
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Introduction

For Kant, respect constitutes the immediate determination of the will by law and the
consciousness of this determination. Thus, respect is the effect of the law's influence on
the individual rather than its cause. Properly understood, respect is the feeling of virtue
or value that undermines my selfishness; it is therefore something that is neither an
object of desire nor of fear, though it resembles both. The proper object of respect is
solely the law - specifically the law that we impose upon ourselves yet recognize as
necessary in itself (Kant, 1990: 95).

Kant's fundamental question is why humans should be moral. His answer posits that
humans possess an internal feeling of respect for the law (which constitutes human
personality) along with a sense of sublimity, thereby motivating moral action and living.
This respect for law and personality stems from human dignity and emerges from this
very concept.

Kant maintains that inherent human dignity is unique, as no other being or object
possesses it. While objects may have conditional value (whether natural or artificial),
their worth depends entirely on human valuation - whether due to utility or sentiment.
This principle leads Kant to assert: "Human beings are actually persons and should
never be regarded merely as 'things.” For Kant, humans possess objective value and
must be treated as ends in themselves; they should never be used merely as means (Kant,
1990: 73). This characteristic applies exclusively to humans, as respect toward non-
human entities may arise from desire, love, or fear but never genuine respect. The
feeling evoked in humans toward such matters constitutes admiration rather than
respect.

Kant interprets self-respect (Ehrenhaftigkeit) as moral self-esteem, considering servility
as characteristic of any action that treats self-love as a means to gain others' attention.
Consequently, we must relinquish the respect we owe ourselves. Respect is unique
among feelings because it requires no effort to attain - it emerges immediately upon
conceiving the law. Kant's ethical framework establishes respect for persons as
fundamentally connected to rational autonomy - the capacity for self-legislation through
practical reason.

Among moral emotions, Kant particularly emphasizes what he terms "respect for
persons”: "This is respect we feel toward someone not because of particular
achievements or attributes, but simply because they are a person. This form of respect
we show toward the individual is sufficient in itself" (Kriegel & Timmons, 2021: 3).
When someone consistently demonstrates proper respect throughout life, we can
conceptualize this respect in two ways: psychologically (examining its motivational
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causes and effects) and phenomenologically (analyzing the subjective experience of
respect). While Kant's phenomenological account remains insufficiently developed -
many scholars critique his overly abstract, rationalistic conception of respect -
contemporary analytic philosophy has contributed more to understanding respect
through moral psychology than moral phenomenology.

A review of existing literature indicates no independent work has addressed this specific
topic. Therefore, this descriptive-analytical study, based on library research, examines
this subject systematically.

Conclusion

Kant sought to restore the lost dignity of man. All humans have a high dignity and status
in terms of being human and having rationality, and therefore this respect should be
protected and humanity should be considered as the end. Kant's emphasis on the issue
of human dignity and respect shows the fundamental principles of ethics, politics and
religion. Some commentators of Kant consider this part of Kant's ethics to be the most
attractive formulation of the absolute and consider all human dignity and respect to be
due to having rationality; therefore, the feeling of respect in a person can always be a
stimulus for moral actions and this is what Kant sought to prove that this is intentionally
psychologically one of the most important motivations for moral action. Also, beautiful
and ethical behaviors are also perceived by the mind; because art is the depiction of
mental beauties and the strengthening of imagination and imagination. The stronger a
person's imagination, the stronger his sense of sympathy becomes and the more moral
his behavior becomes. Therefore, morality is one of the most important ethical themes.
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