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Introduction

Art is the manifestation of an artist’s aesthetic taste and sensibility, shaped under the
influence of prevailing concepts and ideas across various human civilizations. Iran,
since ancient times, has been a cradle of art nurturers who have created unparalleled
masterpieces (Alipour, 2013: 32). In the realm of historical studies and the exploration
of what has transpired in our land before the present era, the Timurid period (771-912
AH) has consistently attracted special attention and interest from researchers and
historians. The political, social, cultural, and economic transformations of this era,
alongside the development of sciences, technologies, and arts-from literature, music,
and architecture to painting and calligraphy-have been extensively studied worldwide.
Despite references to Timur’s cruelty, plundering, and bloodshed, he and his successors
are recognized as patrons of art and artists, rendering this period unparalleled in artistic
terms (Kavosi, 2008: 27).

The Timurid rulers, pursuing their political objectives, paid attention to trade centers in
the East, especially Herat, Samarkand, and regions around the Persian Gulf. Relative
peace during this period, along with security on trade routes, establishment of rest stops,
suitable accommodations, and a supra-regional communication network, not only
expanded commerce but also contributed to the growth and prosperity of cities
(Sasanpour, 2006: 3). The Timurid era played a significant role in the formation and
flourishing of diverse Islamic art styles. Although the foundations of some artistic styles
originated in earlier periods, the efforts of Timurid princes in advancing Islamic arts
and expanding trade are undeniable (Emami, 1996: 146). Consequently, the rise of the
Timurids and the political unification of much of Iran, at a time when Silk Road trade
was declining due to instability in Central Asia, bestowed unique importance on certain
Iranian regions such as Hormuz. This port, situated at the junction of Iran and the main
maritime trade route of the world (the Spice Route), played a pivotal role in commerce
during this era. Hormuz maintained connections and exchanges both with Silk Road
hubs to the north and Spice Route centers to the south, importing and exporting a diverse
range of goods-from spices, textiles, and foodstuffs to horses and precious stones
(Rasouli, 2014: 2).

From the moment Timur reestablished a unified government over Iran, especially when
Shahrukh undertook the reconstruction of Khorasan, the Timurids recognized the
importance of the maritime route, the Persian Gulf, and the unparalleled role of the port
of Hormuz in boosting trade. Thus, Hormuz, the westernmost station on the maritime
Spice Route, gained the status of a central node in Iranian trade in the ninth century AH;
this is one of the hypotheses that the present study aims to elucidate. Accordingly, this
research seeks to answer the primary questions regarding the status of art and artistic
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activities during the Timurid period, as well as the significance and position of Hormuz
in trade, particularly in the commerce of objects and precious stones during the
mentioned era. In this context, adopting a historical perspective, the study examines the
condition of art and the status of artists in this period, the ascent of Hormuz toward
prosperity and flourishing commercial relations with the south and north, the modalities
of trade and exchange of artistic goods, and the trade of jewelry and precious stones in
Hormuz, aiming to provide insights into these topics.

The Timurid era should be considered a period of expansion in science and art. With
the unwavering support of knowledge-loving rulers from this dynasty, we witness the
development of numerous sciences, arts, and commerce across diverse fields.
Numerous studies exist in this regard, each attempting to delineate aspects of the unique
economic, cultural, and social characteristics of this period in the mentioned areas.

Among the significant articles in this field is the research by Mollazahi et al. (2022),
titled "Analyzing Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi's Embassy in Calicut and Bijanagar and
the Obstruction by the Kings of Hormuz," which examines the reasons for the failure to
shift the Timurid government's approach from conquest to peaceful relations with
neighbors, including India. Shiyasi (2018), in a study titled "Investigating the Economic
Structure and Commercial Actors of the Timurid Era," addresses the importance of the
Persian Gulf and islands like Hormuz during this period. Sarkhosh (2016), in a
dissertation titled "Economy in the Timurid Era," attempts to examine the economic,
commercial, agricultural, and market conditions that constitute the fundamental
infrastructures of any society during this period.

Masoudi et al. (2015), in an article titled "Research on Metalworking Art of the Timurid
Period," while examining the state of various handicrafts, investigate the growth and
prosperity of important industries such as dishware, weaponry and handmade
armaments, jewelry, coins, pen cases, and ornaments. Rahimi Nejad and Javid (2008),
in a study titled "The Role of Hormoz in the Economic Exchanges of the Persian Gulf
and the Indian Ocean in the Eighth and Ninth Centuries," conclude that the Persian Gulf
region and its commercial centers have consistently played their essential role as an
important area for economic exchanges in the East, especially in the Indian Ocean
region. The island of Hormuz, due to its proximity to major trade routes of the ancient
world such as the Spice and Silk Roads, and its location on the Indian Ocean route, has
enjoyed a special commercial, trade, and strategic importance, and during the eighth
and ninth centuries, the island of Hormuz became the main center of maritime
exchanges, replacing Siraf and Kish. Kavousi (2008), in a study titled "The Prospects
for the Development of Art in the Timurid Era," examines this issue and states that after
various wars and conquests, the Timurid Emirs implemented significant policies in
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various fields to stabilize their rule and expand culture and art. Avaznejad (2000-2001),
in two separate articles titled "History of the Kings of Hormuz from the Beginning to
the Formation of the Safavid State," describes the economic, commercial, and cultural
position of this island. According to the author, "The island of Hormuz, or Hormoz or
Ormuz, according to some historians, was founded by Ardashir Sasanian and began to
develop from the seventh century AH, and because it is located next to the Strait of
Hormuz, it was able to find a special commercial and economic position and become a
market for goods from China, India, Rey, Khorasan, and Armenia.

In this research, using a descriptive-analytical method and collecting data through
library research and the use of primary historical sources, while examining the state of
art and its prosperity during this period, the role of Hormuz Island in expanding trade,
as well as the trade of jewelry and precious stones, will be examined. The main
hypothesis of this study is that the balanced and realistic policies of the Timurid Emirs,
especially the Kings of Hormuz, in expanding the prevalent arts of that era, as well as
ensuring commercial security in the areas under their influence and emphasizing
maritime trade and the revenues derived from it, led to Hormuz becoming the main
center of maritime trade in the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean region, and the trade
of artworks, jewelry, and precious stones also flourished.

Conclusion

Art was one of the key cultural indicators that received special attention from the
Timurid rulers. The Timurid rulers’ interest in and support of Iranian art and artists were
used as tools to demonstrate the power of the ruling apparatus. The gathering of artists
from various regions in cities under Timurid rule transformed Iranian art into an
instrument for showcasing the grandeur of the ruling institution, where the created
works, while aesthetically beautiful, also visually conveyed the authority of the
government. The Timurid rulers supported art forms that enhanced their fame, grandeur,
and authority; accordingly, arts such as architecture, painting, calligraphy, and
illumination flourished. Iranian artists, through these arts, took significant steps in
preserving national identity and Iranian culture, elevating Iranian art from a regional to
a global art form.

Beyond art and artistic works, the Timurids also held a valuable position in the fields
of economy and trade. However, the economic and commercial activities of the Timurid
kings and their subordinate emirs have received less attention from historians and
researchers. This study attempts to provide appropriate information by examining the
state of trade, commercial partners, and particularly the trade of jewelry and precious
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stones in Hormuz, one of the most active and successful regions during the Timurid
period. Based on existing sources, Hormuz can be regarded as the crucial link
connecting the maritime Spice Route to Iran and, through it, to the Silk Road. The order
and stability established by the Timurids, especially in the first half of the eighth and
ninth centuries AH in Iran, led to the flourishing trade between Hormuz and the Timurid
territories. In this trade, a wide variety of goods-including pearls, precious stones,
spices, perfumes, horses, textiles, and artistic products-were extensively exchanged. At
a time when trade along the Silk Road in the East and West was hindered by political
instability or stagnation, the only route for commercial prosperity in the Timurid realm
was through Hormuz and the Spice Route. Consequently, even Egyptian goods entered
Iran not through Syria or Iraq but via Hormuz. Therefore, the economic, urban, and
artistic prosperity of southern, central, and eastern cities such as Shiraz, Yazd, and
especially Herat in late eighth and early ninth centuries AH can be attributed to trade
with Hormuz. This flourishing was the natural outcome of the astonishing and
admirable artistic movement of the Timurid era, which Western scholars have termed
the Timurid Renaissance. Hence, it can be stated that the balanced and pragmatic
policies of the Timurid emirs, particularly the kings of Hormuz, in promoting the
prevalent arts of the time, ensuring commercial security in their domains, and
emphasizing maritime trade and its revenues, led Hormuz to become the main center of
maritime trade in the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean region. This, in turn,
invigorated the trade of artworks, jewelry, and precious stones, bringing significant
economic and social benefits to Timurid Iran.
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