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ABSTRACT

Timurid-era painting is one of the significant and influential stages in the history of art
in Iran. Following this, the role of Manichaean art and the influence of Manichaeism
on the advancement of art during the Timurid period, as well as the role of Iranian art
during this era and the agency of Turkic and Mongol elements, are crucial topics in
Iranian history. The Ilkhanid-Mongol rule did not impose restrictions on artists and
scholars, allowing them to utilize Manichaean art. The intelligence of Manichaeism in
the conscious use of visual and figurative arts had a profound impact on the surrounding
world. The most notable of these arts were painting and miniature painting. This study
was conducted using a descriptive and analytical method, relying on library resources.
The findings of the research, according to the theory of cultural influence, indicate that
cultural factors were essential in the impact of Manichaean art on Timurid-era painting,
leading to the growth and advancement of art in the form of miniature painting.

Objectives of the Study:

1. Investigating how Manichaeans used design and painting as a tool in an
intelligent manner.

2. Examining how Manichaean art culturally influenced Timurid-era painting.
Research Questions:
1. How did Manichaeans use art as an intelligent tool?

2. Based on the theory of cultural influence, how did Manichaean art influence
painting in the Timurid era?

** This article is taken from the doctoral dissertation/thesis of "Sepideh Zamani-Rad" entitled "Title of Dissertation/Thesis",
which was submitted under the guidance of Dr. "Abdol-Aziz Movahed" and the advice of Dr. "Ghafar Pour-Mokhtari" at the
Islamic Azad University, Shushtar Branch.
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Introduction

The period of the establishment of the Ilkhanid Mongol dynasty began in 628 AH. There
is a four-century gap until one hundred and fifty years after the start of the Safavid rule.
Historians consider this era one of the most brilliant periods of cultural expansion
among Iranians. It should be noted that cultural and social progress is only possible in
a free society. During the reigns of Iranian, Turkic, and Amirid dynasties, rulers and
princes encouraged science and culture either due to personal inclination or competition
with others. In the Mongol period, intellectual, literary, and cultural currents were active
and widespread. It is therefore unsurprising that hundreds of writers, artists, and
scholars emerged. The existence of a free-thinking environment that encouraged art,
freedom of expression, and support for progressive values fostered a culture of
progressivism, rationalism, patience, innovation, and the formation of a rational society
and an alert social system. Even the Mongol rulers of the llkhanid dynasty are
considered part of the Iranian civilizational and cultural fabric.

During this period, due to the absence of religious fanaticism, the Mongol Ilkhanid
rulers imposed no restrictions on artists and scholars regarding their achievements and
arts. Manichaean art was reflected in a cosmopolitan culture present in Turkestan, and
from this region, its influence spread widely. The emergence of Iranian miniature
painting, decorated textiles, ceramics, and architecture, as well as cultural exchanges
with other Asian realms including China, India, and Europe, were signs of the freedom
present in lranian society.

In this context, the importance of this research lies in understanding the influential role
of Manichaean art in the advancement of Timurid-era art in Iran, the role and agency of
Turkic and Mongol elements, and the extent of their impact.

The research aims to investigate how Manichaeans instrumentally and intelligently used
design and painting and their profound and powerful influence on Timurid art, an
impact that lasted for centuries. The research question, based on the theory of cultural
influence, is: How did Manichaean art influence Timurid-era painting? The hypothesis
posits that Manichaeism, drawing on the cultures of various lands and peoples, played
a significant role in Timurid miniature painting. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, based on library studies and note-taking.

Scattered studies on this topic can be found in some books and articles. For example,
Memarzadeh (2009) in the book "Moon and Art" argues that the continuation of
Manichaean painting is evident in the illustrations of three important books of the First
Tabriz School (llkhanid period): "Manaf al-Hayawan" by Ibn Bakhtishu, "Jami' al-
Tawarikh™ by Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fazlullah, and the great Mongol Shahnameh.
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Mousavi Lar and Namaz Alizadeh (2012), in the article "Seljuk Portraiture —
Continuation of Manichaean Visual Culture," believe that during the Seljuk flourishing,
the Iranian-Islamic aesthetic approach influenced not only Seljuk art but also provided
a framework of visual and conceptual traditions for Islamic civilization, affecting many
prominent artworks even in later periods. Esmaeilpour (2012), in the article "Study of
Manichaean Miniature Style in Piece 134," states that Manichaean art in Iranian culture
is a dynamic and living force, deriving from its deep religious faith. Manichaeism had
close relations with other cultures, and this lasting influence has given Manichaean arts
a special significance in the history of Iranian art. Shayestehfar and Molla Latifian
(2002), in the article "Study of Characteristics and Comparative Study of Iranian
Miniatures in the Timurid and Safavid Periods," argue that the political, social, and
cultural conditions in Timurid Iran, along with the emergence of royal workshops and
the attraction of the best miniature painters, led to the growth and advancement of book
illustration and miniature painting, with art patronage concentrated in the courts of
Timurid sultans and rulers.

Conclusion

Culture is the product of the spiritual function of human society, manifested across all
branches of knowledge—including art, which represents the pinnacle of imbuing
existence with meaning. If we accept that Manichaeism, as a doctrine, was a cultural
act aimed at elevating human thought—synthesizing teachings from Christianity,
Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Gnosticism, and the Sabians, while borrowing from these
cultures in a transition to another world (as seen in Chinese Turfan, influenced by
Buddhism)—it becomes evident that its re-emergence in West Asia, its place of origin,
had a significant cultural impact on the region’s intellectual and artistic life.
Manichaeism propagated its message through painting and miniature art, and in line
with Max Weber’s theory of cultural influence, this cultural legacy profoundly
contributed to the advancement of Iranian art and culture during the 9th-century
Timurid era.

This catalyzed a transformative process in the cultural practices of the people, elevating
painting, miniature art, architecture, and manuscript illumination to their zenith. This
monumental shift left enduring imprints across the Iranian Plateau and beyond,
including regions like India and Turkey. The theory of cultural influence illustrates how
the convergence of multiple cultures at a specific historical juncture enabled societies
to reach cultural and artistic heights by integrating existing doctrines, philosophies, and
visual traditions. Such achievements are not exclusive to a single culture or ethnicity
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but stem from the harmonious collision and synthesis of diverse cultures. The apex of
this synthesis is evident in Timurid-era art, particularly in miniature painting, carpet
designs, and architectural masterpieces.
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