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ABSTRACT

Philosophy for Children (P4C) was established through the efforts of Matthew Lipman.
He sought to develop thinking by proposing a process of activities aided by stories.
Story is the main foundation of thinking and communication and one of the tools for
cultivating thinking in P4C; but is P4C effective regarding other arts, including
painting, as a tool and medium in Philosophy for Children? The objective of this
research, which employs a descriptive-analytical method, is to utilize the latent
capacities in painting from Lipman's perspective as a medium for strengthening and
developing children's thinking in the Philosophy for Children program. These latent
characteristics in art prompted Lipman to address the features of arts, including
painting, in his book "Art as an Event." This article attempts to answer, by relying on
Lipman's views, the question: What is the role of painting in cultivating thinking
dispositions in line with all the objectives of P4AC? Lipman considers art a kind of event
whose nature is a constant and challenging mystery. He views art as an intelligent,
thoughtful process intertwined with life and considers art a single device whose
analysis is beneficial. He also sees painting as causing the emergence of individual
creativity, clarifying the subject, fostering multifaceted perspectives, and cultivating
thought. The results of the research indicate: Through painting, children engage in
practical and artistic work, and their thoughts and mental constructs improve through
dialogue about paintings and artists' works. Painting, as an effective method, can
properly undertake this responsibility. Therefore, painting is effective in improving
children's philosophical thinking according to Lipman.

Research Objectives:

1. Examining the role of the art of painting in the aesthetic education of children
from the perspective of P4C.

2. Examining the role of the art of painting in the development of creative
thinking in children from the perspective of P4C.

Research Questions:

1. What role does the art of painting have in the aesthetic education of children
from the perspective of P4C?

2. Whatrole does the art of painting have in the development of creative thinking
in children from the perspective of P4C?
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Introduction

For Lipman, the claims that are said to constitute human knowledge are, in fact, answers
to questions that have long been forgotten today (Lipman and Sharp, 1984:158). What
we now call real knowledge is the generally accepted result of past inquiries. The P4C
curriculum emphasizes questions (not answers), thinking (not knowledge). Lipman
(2003) proposed the theory that if we engage a child's mind in philosophical discussions,
we can develop their way of thinking. Lipman believed that if we connect children's
natural curiosity and their desire to know about the world with philosophy, we can turn
children into thinkers who are more critical, flexible, and effective; therefore, he
proposed the Philosophy for Children education program to remedy the fundamental
problems and weaknesses of the common educational system, which have long seemed
incurable, through fundamental changes in its structure (Naji, 2007).

One branch of art is painting, which is a personal activity and is examined from various
perspectives. Therefore, painting can be considered a kind of play for children. From a
psychoanalytic viewpoint, painting is a clinical-projective activity; meaning through
painting, an individual can express what resides in their unconscious mind and may
cause them distress and anxiety. Painting is a type of visual expression that can convey
truth, joys, sufferings and pains, oppressions, etc., and this is precisely the characteristic
of art. Throughout history, humans have expressed their feelings and thoughts in various
ways, including the art of painting. Painting in children can improve their critical,
creative, and caring thinking. Through painting, children's thoughts become more
creative. Painting is recognized as an important factor in teaching thinking because a
painter influences the audience's emotions and thoughts through their artworks.
Considering Lipman's views, this factor is also considered today for improving and
teaching thinking, especially for students and children.

A review of the research background indicates that no independent work with this exact
title has been written to date. However, several studies have been conducted in this field.
Abazari (2012), in his thesis titled "Developing Creative Thinking in Children through
the Mediation of Visual Arts (Painting and Photography) based on the Philosophy for
Children Program," conducted research in this area. He posits that for children to be
able to absorb meaningful contexts and for their creative thinking skills to develop and
mature, consecutive opportunities for building such skills and capabilities in dialogue
and verbal exchanges must be provided for them. One of these stimuli is art and its
countless possibilities, upon which this research, conducted in Philosophy for Children
classes, is based. Accordingly, in the present research, which is conducted using a
descriptive and analytical method, the author seeks to explore the application of the art
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of painting in the aesthetic education and development of creative thinking in children
from the perspective of P4C.

Conclusion

1. In Lipman's view, thinking is an activity that requires a driving force. From
Lipman's perspective, considering the potential inherent in the arts, he regards
art in his book "What Happens in Art" as a kind of intelligent and purposeful
experience in which the artist or painter seeks to organize their experience.
Lipman, from this viewpoint, considers art a single device whose analysis is
beneficial. Expressive qualities in painting, such as color and line, possess
specific expressive states. Sometimes these states and expressions are so
powerful that they possess strong moral force, to the extent that they can cause
the development of thinking in children; because the experience of drawing a
painting or seeing an artwork is tangible and comprehensible for a child, and
dialogue surrounding it plays an important role in the child's intellectual growth.
These characteristics — volume and breadth in music, movement in sculpture and
architecture, depth in painting, although subtle and mysterious — have a strong
and intense impact on our aesthetic experience. Drawing or considering the
appearance of a subject causes attention to details, illuminates the obscure parts
of the subject, and unconsciously fosters thought and the emergence of
creativity; consequently, painting, through its mediation, in its own right, causes
clarification of the subject and thinking, and the emergence of creativity.

2. Painting can be applied in various disciplines such as philosophy and
psychology. Today, in the science of psychology, painting is used as an effective
therapy for children; in the field of philosophy, painting can also be used to teach
thinking and cultivate the mind. An important point to consider in children's
education is that experience precedes expression, and in this regard, the more
children are encouraged to engage in painting-viewing, painting-drawing, and
then dialogue around it, their thoughts and mental constructs become more
creative, dynamic, and clearer.

3. From Lipman's perspective, traditional teaching methods cannot succeed in
developing critical and creative thinking in children. This very factor led him
and other students and experts in the field of "P4C" (Philosophy for Children) to
examine the impact of the arts, including painting, on the development of
children's philosophical thinking. Lipman believed that painting is a practical
and applied method for enhancing critical and creative thinking and can increase
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children's problem-solving ability. Painting creates new and original situations,
and thinking through painting strengthens the ability for thought and ideation.
Painting also causes children to pay attention to their surroundings and observe
more details; or to examine objects from different angles and become more
aware of their characteristics. All these features indicate that using painting can
be a key and fundamental factor in teaching philosophical thinking and
improving children's mental issues.

4. From Lipman's view, an artwork is a single device or a coherent whole arising
from the analysis of elements such as line, plane, volume, color, etc.; and the
artist seeks to order and organize their artistic experience. Such scrutiny of the
artwork requires good seeing and good thinking and strengthens aesthetic
literacy and intellectual faculties. Furthermore, the artist expresses and
externalizes their mental constructs, thoughts, and feelings in the work, and this
compels the audience to reflect in order to find such matters within themselves
and achieve a better understanding of their own mental and emotional
mechanisms. Considering Lipman's view regarding the connection between
painting and writing, it can be concluded that not only is painting and the use of
imagery not detrimental to creativity in writing, but it complements and
strengthens its impact. Painting, in its own right, can cause clarification of the
subject, multifaceted perspective, and cultivation of thought in writing.
Practicing painting empowers visual understanding and attention to detail, and
this helps the writer provide better, more precise, and more eloquent visual
descriptions of characters, places, and events in their text. Also, imagination and
the use of abstract elements in painting, as occurs for instance in children's
painting, can foster imagination and dream-weaving in writing.
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