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ABSTRACT

Habermas's theory of communicative action has introduced a novel innovation in the
fields of philosophy, sociology, and political thought. This theory integrates two
perspectives—introverted and extroverted—using the concepts of the lifeworld and
system, shifting from a paradigm of consciousness-oriented rationality to one centered
on language in the form of discourse. It establishes a shared communicative lifeworld
that encompasses a background of common meanings and structural elements, enabling
social reproduction. The integration of action and structure theories effectively
combines liberal and Marxist theories on society into a new critical social theory.
Habermas's theory emphasizes the role of social reason, language, and dialogical ethics
in liberation from oppression. This research focuses on examining the connection
between communicative action, social reason, and inter-subjective agreement in
Habermas's perspective and adapting it to social themes in contemporary painting.

Research Objectives:
1. Investigating how communicative action relates to social reason.

2. Examining the link between social reason, inter-subjective agreement, and
social themes in contemporary painting.

Research Questions:

1. How can aconnection be established between communicative action and social
reason?

2. What s the relationship between social reason, inter-subjective agreement, and
social themes in contemporary painting?

2676-7759/ © 2020 Islamic Art Press. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY/4.0/)



https://orcid.org/0009-0002-8185-6611
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3866-5708
https://www.sysislamicartjournal.ir/article_184949.html?lang=en
https://www.sysislamicartjournal.ir/article_184949.html?lang=en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY/4.0/

2

Sourndal of Shlamic At Qdtudies
Issue 56, Volume 21, December 2024

Introduction

Jurgen Habermas, a contemporary German philosopher and social theorist, is
recognized as a late rationalist. He critiques rationalism in a dialectical manner. The
aim of his theory of communicative action is to overturn the individualistic monological
liberalism and utilitarian theories about society, which are based on strategic
calculations (achieving success over rationality). According to him, only by considering
communicative rationality can one surpass liberal and utilitarian theories. Furthermore,
he views the goal of reaching understanding as an agreement that rationally fulfills the
content of a statement, emphasizing that "reaching understanding is the telos of human
speech" (Habermas, 1981: 287). Social reason is seen as a purposeful rationality that
empowers individuals in their reciprocal actions, aligning with the social structure to
result in a harmonious interaction. Habermas believes that facts and values are
intertwined, making objectivity impossible. He advocates for a hermeneutic
understanding that is socially and inter-subjectively constructed (Bottomore, 2001: 64).
The potential for actual or potential agreement exists in human minds without direct
dialogue, which he terms inter-subjective agreement.

This article attempts to demonstrate how several epistemological domains are integrated
in the theory of communicative action. It provides a descriptive analysis of these
concepts and explores their semantic connections. The hypothesis of this article is that
communicative action, social reason, and inter-subjective agreement, along with their
adaptation to social themes in contemporary painting, can offer a solution to the crisis
of modernity.

A review of previous research indicates that no independent work has been published
under this title. Although there have been studies on the role of reason in Habermas's
thought, such as Mehdi Zadeh's article "Communicative Reason in Habermas's
Thoughts" (1996), which analyzed the concept of communicative reason within his
intellectual framework. Hassani and colleagues (2023) in their article "Culturalization
in the Context of Rationality for Achieving Peaceful Coexistence (with a Habermasian
Approach)" argue that accepting new cultures requires an environment of rational
growth to facilitate a dialogue space for cultural reproduction without harming the
native culture and civil liberties of a society. Since culturalization involves social action,
establishing a rational foundation for liberation from alienation in the process of
culturalization is crucial. Therefore, a society's capacity for culturalization can be
explained in the context of rationality and considered a strategy for peaceful
coexistence. However, the works mentioned do not address the application of
Habermas's social reason and social themes in contemporary paintings. This current
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research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library
resources, aims to fill this gap.

Conclusion

Today, the meaning of representation in art is no longer limited to mere imitation or
similarity to an object. Instead, it involves the formulation of the visible form, which is
a necessary condition. The function of representation in contemporary theories includes
reflecting inner realities within the realm of anthropocentrism. The connection between
art and psychology can provide images of the hidden layers within and outside,
deciphering the complex psychological states of humans and society. Hani Najm, a
contemporary painter, relies on visual and visual arts knowledge to serve as a witness
and recorder of the external and internal realities of society, presenting numerous
reports on the inner complexities and psychological intricacies of humans and society.
Many crises have engulfed the world today, affecting the production and evolution of
artworks. Since semiotics is an approach that deals with the way meaning is signified,
paintings offer a suitable discursive space for semiotic analyses. In these analyses,
various sign systems interact to convey the overall meaning of the work, guiding the
audience toward discovering concepts. Given the relationship between art and life, a
wide range of contemporary artworks address human problems. Artists today are more
involved with people's issues than ever before and are influenced by them. This
examination reveals that the signs used in these works expose many truths,
disintegration, and moral stagnation in contemporary society. Since artworks consist of
signs and relationships between different visual and textual elements, one of the most
appropriate methods for analyzing artworks to uncover deeper truths and concepts is
using semiotic methods and generative theory of meaning. This approach allows for
deciphering and analyzing different layers to understand both hidden and apparent
meanings of the work.

Habermas argues that his theory of communicative action corrects modernity's
excessive reliance on the rational subject as a metaphysical and moral foundation
without negating the possibility of rational critique, enlightenment, and liberation. His
theory can fulfill what radical critique promises but cannot achieve. Habermas does not
intend for his concept of communicative rationality to be interpreted as an ideal that
suggests a utopian future state. Although communicative rationality is idealistic, it
should not be viewed as a transcendent foundation; rather, it should be approached
skeptically. The ideal of communicative rationality proposes a set of conditions for
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forms of life that should be created by those who inhabit these forms (cf. Outhwaite,
114).

According to Habermas, communicative action is oriented toward understanding and
agreement, explaining and justifying the objective grounds of action, which makes
communicative actors responsible for rationality. Thus, intersubjective rationality
requires that the parties involved in action have freedom, commitment, responsibility,
and autonomy to defend and justify their claims. He believes that justice requires
accepting universal and constant notions and that the solution to conflicts lies in
dialogue and discussion, as truth is an intersubjective element that emerges in speech.
Dialogue occurs in the public sphere based on communicative rationality rather than
instrumental rationality.

There is an intrinsic link between the structures of the lifeworld and linguistic
worldviews, and language and cultural tradition acquire a certain transcendent status in
relation to anything that can become an element of a situation. The specific crisis of
traditional societies arises from internal contradictions, as there is a conflict between
norms that do not permit exploitation and the class structure that uses social class as a
criterion for privilege. Communicative rationality is a form of phenomenal rationality,
viewing humans like other natural phenomena without a transcendent goal. Habermas's
social order faces significant obstacles in terms of abstraction and experience. In his
view, social order does not conform to pragmatic consensus because communicative
rationality and dialogical consensus, although beneficial in a democratic context and
potentially useful in fundamental mental dialogue at the inter-personal and inter-group
level, will face serious obstacles at the level of government and bureaucracy.

In contemporary Islamic painting, one can observe the apparent aspects of rationality
and its relationship with the artist's mind.
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