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Introduction

One of the oldest literary genres in Persian literature is storytelling. Ancient Iranians
were familiar with this mode of oral narration even before Islam. Ibn Nadim, in his Al-
Fihrist (d. 987 CE), notes that Iranians were among the oldest peoples who valued
myths and stories and collected them. He mentions several pre-Islamic Iranian stories,
some written in prose and others composed in verse, including ancient Persian epic tales
such as those of Shahriar and Parviz, Dara and the Golden Statue. Among the surviving
sources in Pahlavi verse is the Manzumeh-ye Derakht-e Asuri ("Assyrian Tree Poem"),
a poetic dialogue between a date palm and a goat.

The origins of stories like those of Baluhar, Budasaf, Veys, and Ramin belong to this
era, initially written in Sanskrit and later in Pahlavi during the Sassanian period. These
stories were successively translated and adapted into Arabic and Persian poetry by
figures such as Ibn al-Lahih, Fakhr al-Din As'ad Gurgani, and others. These are among
the oldest known narrative works classified under Persian narrative literature.

In the 4th and early 5th centuries AH, storytelling in Persian literature was commonly
practiced through episodic tales, transmission of anecdotes, and short stories. From the
13th century onward, with significant social and political changes in Iran, poets
apparently paid less attention to storytelling and more to panegyric and praise poetry,
while poets of the Constitutional era focused on political themes and social criticism.

Khajeh Zin al-Abidin Ali Abdi Beyg (Navidi) Shirazi was a 10th-century AH poet (129-
889 AH) and the author of a fifteen-part Khamsa (quintet of epic poems), including the
Masnavi-ye Jam-e Jamshidi—the earliest poetic work composed in 943 AH. This
masnavi, consisting of 3,378 couplets, narrates the love story and passion of Jamshid
for Dilara, daughter of the king of Zabul. The manuscript measures 24 by 18 cm, written
in fine Nastaliq script, with 600 pages arranged in four columns and 23 lines per page.
The text is in black ink on cream paper, with titles and some verses highlighted in red.
The Jam-e Jamshidi spans pages 59 to 126 and is part of a larger collection of 27,600
couplets divided into two Khamsa and seven Khazaneh (sections).

Another manuscript of this work, registered under number 3819 in the Soviet
Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences archive, is currently inaccessible. The Jam-e Jamshidi
recounts the love and passion of Jamshid for Dilara, a story also found in various oral
traditions, the Garshaspnameh of Asadi Tusi, the Iskandarnama, and others.

Several articles have been published on the story of Jamshid in the Garshaspnameh,
including studies on the narrative function of intermediaries in the story of Jamshid and
the daughter of Gorang Shah of Zabul by Mehdi Ziaei and Mahmoud Barati Khansari,
rhetorical critiques by Ali Reza Arab Bafrani, comparative analyses by Kazem
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Dezfulian and colleagues, and mythological examinations by Manouchehr Jokar and
others. However, a comparative study specifically between the Garshaspnameh and
Jam-e Jamshidi has not yet been conducted. Thus, storytelling as a literary form has a
deep-rooted history in Persian literature, evolving through various social and political
contexts and manifesting in works such as the Garshaspnameh and Jam-e Jamshidi,
which contribute richly to the mythopoetic tradition surrounding Jamshid.

Conclusion

As is evident, myths are symbolic; that is, they represent thoughts, desires, ideals, or
human needs within the context of everyday life. However, they are not symbols of
existing reality, but rather symbols of a world constructed from the aspirations, wishes,
and intellectual foundations of each people. Over time, these myths find literary
reflections and become symbolized in unique ways within each mind and culture. In
other words, human societies, at every stage of their evolutionary course, have created
new myths and legends in accordance with their own aspirations. This does not mean
that new heroes have been invented purely from imagination; rather, they have either
established syntheses from previously created phenomena or reconstructed entire
ancient narratives. This process has been carried out through various methods, such as
repetition and sampling of favored ancient forms, combining parts and wholes,
individuals and types; merging several prior mythological elements into one another;
borrowing mythic elements from other peoples; fundamental transformation of a myth,
narrative, or mental phenomenon at its roots; and so forth.

The myth of Jamshid is no exception to this process. The gradual evolution of the
Jamshid myth throughout history is observable—from the reference to Jamshid in
creation and death myths in the Vedas, to his symbolic presence as a heroic king and
champion in the Gathas, and then to the myth of resurrection in the later Avesta.
Subsequently, we encounter changes in the Jamshid myth during the Islamic period:
from the depiction of a king who established four social classes—priests, warriors,
farmers, and artisans—to a figure credited with discovering jewels, producing
perfumes, manufacturing weapons, engaging in weaving and tailoring, employing devs
(demons) to carry his throne to heaven, popularizing Nowruz, constructing fortresses
(such as Varjamkard or the earthly paradise), and so forth.

The reflection of Jamshid’s love and passion, which leaves traces in history and
resonates in the imaginations and aspirations of the myth’s audiences, has appeared in
various forms across different periods. This is accessible to audiences in diverse ways:
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in epic works such as the Garshaspnameh and in later romantic poetic compositions
like the Jam-e Jamshidi.
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