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ABSTRACT

Various perspectives have been proposed regarding the relationship between figh
(Islamic jurisprudence) and civilization. Some scholars deny any compatibility or
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Research Questions:

1. What are the existing approaches to the relationship between figh and
civilization?
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Introduction

The necessity for progress, development, and civilization-building in Islamic society—
coupled with the contradictions between Western civilizational models and Islamic
principles, ambiguities regarding the scope of figh and religion in human life, and the
rise of secular and deviant views questioning figh’s capacity to address political,
economic, social, and civilizational matters—has heightened the urgency of examining
the relationship between figh and civilization.

We encounter approaches that either dismiss any connection between figh and
civilization, deny figh’s role in civilization-building, or marginalize its significance
across civilizational systems (cultural, political, economic, social, legal, and
educational). Simultaneously, questions arise about figh’s capacity in modern
civilization: Can figh provide frameworks for cultural, political, economic, legal, and
educational systems? Can it create and manage a "civilization"? As a discipline
dedicated to deriving divine rulings, what is its relationship to civilization-building?
Can figh actively contribute to civilization, and if so, how? (Akouchakian, Ahmad,
1997: 30). Thus, analyzing the interaction between figh and civilization is imperative.

Prior research on figh and civilization-building includes works such as An Introduction
to Civilization-Building Ijtihad by Alireza A’rafi, The Role of Figh in Civilization-
Building by Seyed Jamaluddin Mirmohammadi, Figh and Civilization-Building
(Guardianship of the Jurist and the City of Awaiting) by Hosseinali Sadi, The
Relationship Between Figh and Civilization by Abbasali Meshkani, An Introduction to
Assessing Figh’s Civilization-Building Capacities by Abbasali Meshkani and Mohsen
Alviri, and 4n Introduction to the Role of Figh in the Era of Legislation in Laying the
Foundations of Civilization by Yunus Ghafari Pour. These works primarily address
broad connections between figh and civilization, the necessity of a social perspective in
deriving rulings, critiques of existing figh, and features of civilizational figh. However,
no independent study has systematically analyzed and evaluated diverse approaches to
this relationship—only incidental references exist in prior research. The sole relevant
study, Analysis and Critique of Competing Approaches and Objections to the Theory of
Systemic Figh by Mojtaba Noorzadeh Kohsara, focuses on rebutting objections to
systemic figh without critically evaluating alternative approaches.

This study comprehensively examines all existing approaches to the figh-civilization
relationship, analyzes and assesses them, and subsequently presents the preferred
theory—active compatibility—while proposing intra- and extra-jurisprudential
strategies. It also explores figh’s approach to music and painting. Among its innovations
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are its exhaustive coverage of approaches, critical evaluation, and practical
methodological proposals for achieving an ideal civilization-building figh.

Conclusion

Establishing positive and harmonious relations between jurisprudence (figh) and
civilization can contribute to the development and progress of Islamic societies. In this
scenario, figh as a legal and ethical system has the capacity to adapt to the needs and
realities of civilization. This adaptation can facilitate Islamic societies' interaction with
the outside world and enable them to accept innovations and transformations.

For example, in the view that speaks of figh's active compatibility with civilization, figh
as an intellectual and ethical framework can serve as a tool for establishing dynamic
and appropriate economic, social and political systems in Islamic societies. This
approach allows society to use its jurisprudential heritage as an authentic and powerful
resource for structuring modern societies. In short, analyzing the relationship between
figh and civilization shows how these two concepts can influence each other. Active
and reciprocal compatibility between figh and civilization can help sustain and update
religious principles while establishing dynamic and advanced societies in the Islamic
world.

It should be noted that this interaction between figh and civilization requires a dynamic
process that on one hand encompasses civilizational developments, and on the other
hand positions Islamic principles and values in relation to these developments. This
interaction must be carried out carefully and with respect for Islamic jurisprudential
heritage to prevent potential conflicts.

Moreover, in the concept of active compatibility, the role of religious scholars is crucial.
They must be able to analyze the effects of civilizational developments and update
jurisprudential regulations based on these transformations. From this perspective, the
education of jurists plays a significant role in creating positive adaptation to civilization.
Using Islamic ethical and humanistic principles alongside civilization can help create
dynamic societies that promote harmony between cultures and civilizations. In this
context, figh as a framework of ethical standards can play an effective role in advancing
societal development and progress.

Ultimately, continuing open discourse and critical thinking on the relationship between
figh and civilization can help clarify and better understand this relationship and its
potential impact on the progress of Islamic societies. The importance of interaction
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between figh and civilization based on a balanced and dynamic perspective becomes
evident.

Reconciliation between jurisprudential principles and civilizational needs on one hand,
while preserving Islamic identity and religious principles on the other, requires wisdom,
flexibility and constructive approaches from religious authorities. The role of jurists is
vital in this process. They must be able to analyze civilizational changes and update
jurisprudential regulations while respecting religious principles. Developing
interpretive and deductive tools within figh can also assist in this process, enabling
religious principles to align with contemporary issues and challenges.

Having a dynamic perspective on figh and civilization can help Islamic societies
progress along the path of development. This dynamic thinking may allow society to
critically examine religious principles in the face of rapid civilizational changes and
adapt them to new frameworks. Overall, continued reflection and analysis of the figh-
civilization relationship demonstrates that this interaction not only enables adaptation
to civilizational developments but can also serve as an important factor in the continuity
and progress of Islamic societies.

Enhancing deep and contemporary understanding of religious principles can help
Islamic societies respond to modern challenges and opportunities with more openness
and wisdom. The education of religious and jurisprudential scholars plays a key role in
this process, as with their specialized knowledge they can align the latest civilizational
developments with Islamic values and principles.

Additionally, a culture of flexibility and engagement with the world beyond religious
boundaries is crucial in this context. Building bridges between Islamic societies and
others - while respecting differences and sharing values - can enhance cultural and
social interaction and transform figh into an influential resource in the globalization
process.

Finally, adopting perspectives that harmonize the most contemporary religious theories
and thought with civilizational developments can help Islamic societies achieve
sustainable development and progress toward a new Islamic civilization. It should also
be acknowledged that in the contemporary period, figh's approach to music and painting
has shown flexibility.

To strengthen the positive and constructive relationship between Islamic jurisprudence
(figh) and civilization in Muslim societies, the following recommendations are
proposed:
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1. Promoting a more open and flexible perspective: Religious scholars should adopt
a more open-minded approach to contemporary issues and demonstrate
flexibility in interpreting religious principles. This facilitates cultural interaction
and mutual understanding between religion and civilization.

2. Active jurisprudential and scientific research: Research in figh and social
sciences should be actively pursued. Such studies can help contextualize
religious principles in modern environments and provide updates to
jurisprudential understanding.

3. Enhancing jurisprudential education: Research programs and educational
courses for jurists and interested individuals should address contemporary
challenges and opportunities. Increasing jurisprudential and scientific
knowledge enables appropriate responses to civilizational developments.

4. Promoting authentic Islamic understanding: Advancing proper understanding of
religious principles and Islamic ethics helps prevent misrepresentations of Islam
and presents its accurate image in international communities.

5. Encouraging interfaith and intercultural dialogues: Facilitating cultural and
religious discussions among diverse communities promotes mutual
understanding and reduces misconceptions between religions and cultures.

6. Addressing socioeconomic needs: Figh should focus on developing systems to
solve contemporary economic and social issues, actively participating in societal
development.

7. Encouraging women's participation in policymaking: Promoting women's active
involvement in social and political affairs, while emphasizing Islamic principles
and ethics, can contribute to social balance and progress.

8. Developing social ethics: Promoting Islamic ethics in societies, particularly in
social, economic, and political spheres, strengthens positive connections
between figh and civilization.

9. Supporting arts and culture: Developing Islamic arts and culture as part of
civilization enhances mutual understanding and cultural exchange among
different ethnic groups and regional institutions.

10. Advancing Islamic economics: Developing policies and economic systems based
on Islamic economic principles can achieve socioeconomic balance in Muslim
societies and lead to sustainable development.
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11. Ethical and cultural education: Implementing programs and activities focused on
ethical education and cultural upbringing, emphasizing Islamic values, helps
create a constructive culture harmonious with civilization.

12. Promoting human rights: Emphasizing the advancement of human rights and
respect for individuals based on Islamic ethical principles can strengthen positive
engagement with civilization and various aspects of the global community.
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