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Introduction

Islam, as the final monotheistic religion revealed by God for the guidance of humanity,
is the continuation and completion of other divine religions. Anyone familiar with the
fundamental concepts of the divine religions realizes, upon reading the Quran and
researching Islam, that the Islamic Lawgiver has presented many concepts, including
the concept of God and interaction with Him, similarly to other religions; although it
can confidently be said that the concept of God in Islam has reached its culmination and
is expressed in the best possible way.

The worldview of the Quran, which constitutes Islamic belief, is centered on God. The
first principle of Islamic creed is also the testimony to the oneness of God, and indeed,
no expression is more fundamental than monotheism in Islam. In the belief system of
Muslims, the word "Allah" holds centrality and is the most exalted name used for the
Necessary Being. Although most of the concepts that Islam employs for God, and
especially the name "Allah," were familiar to the ears of the polytheists of the Arabian
Peninsula and were current in their literature, the new conception that the Quran
presented of these concepts astonished the Arabs. "Allah" was also the creator of the
world according to the polytheists.

The knowledge of God and theism are among the most important issues of divine
knowledge, rooted in human nature and innate disposition. The discussion of the Names
and Attributes of God is one of the most important, perhaps most extensive, and most
debated theological topics discussed under the subject of monotheism. The first
question that arises for theologians after proving God's existence concerns the
characteristics and attributes of God. The Quran and traditions speak of the Names and
Attributes of God. Considering the content of the mentioned verse, it can be inferred
that God created human beings based on a theistic innate nature, and human nature is
unchangeable; therefore, theism and the search for God are inseparable from humanity.
In any case, the phenomenon of worship, meaning humility, submission, and reverence
towards a superior being, is visible in all historical periods, and its perennial and
continuous nature indicates its innate quality. Thus, theism is innate, and since humans
love perfection, they seek the absolute perfection, which is the essence of the Lord. As
Hafez says:

Within my weary heart, I know not who resides / For I am silent, yet within, wailing
and tumult abides. (Hafez Shirazi, 1382: 17)

Furthermore, some religious scholars believe that in the early period of human life, the
one God was worshipped, and idolatry and polytheism are phenomena that emerged
later; meaning sometimes humans erred in recognizing the superior being that should
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be worshipped and took idols instead of God. The search for God, which has clear
proofs, is not particularly difficult, especially when studying the mysteries of creation.
One of the best examples that can be mentioned is the Argument from Design, or the
harmonious and interconnected system of the world, which indicates a single Creator.
Knowledge of the Divine Essence is only possible through knowledge of His
Attributes—attributes that are ascribed to God, or are in a way abstracted from the
perfection of the Divine Essence, such as Knowledge, Life, and Power, or are abstracted
from the relationship between God, the Exalted, and His creations, such as Sustainer
and Creator. On the other hand, "the attributes of the Lord, like His Essence, are infinite,
and His Names, which express those attributes, cannot be enumerated; because each of
His Names illuminates a perfection from the perfections of His Sacred Essence, and an
infinite existence has infinite perfections, and consequently, the attributes of beauty and
bounty that indicate them are also infinite" (Makarem Shirazi, 1368: 4/18). Discussions
related to divine attributes have traversed a path full of ups and downs throughout the
history of theology and mysticism; such that, apart from this historical evolution,
providing a comprehensive definition for the concepts of these two terms in different
periods is impossible. While there is no disagreement that the one God may be called
by various names, the issue of what relation these names have with the Essence and
Attributes of the worshipped one is something that has sparked extensive debates in
Islamic theology and mysticism, as well as in other major religions.

This research, in terms of its objective, is fundamental-theoretical. In terms of
methodology, the present research method is library-based, of a descriptive-analytical
and inferential type, with an approach based on interpretation.

Conclusion

From the examination and analysis of the aforementioned books concerning the
attributes of the Lord, and the use these three authors have made of this category of
God's names and their application in explaining and elaborating their mystical theories,
it can be understood that in the 4th and 5th centuries AH, when mysticism had not yet
entered its peak and flourishing period, and Sufism was prevalent in a Sharia-compliant
form, and mystical works were formal, instructional writings, mystic authors such as
Abu Nasr al-Sarraj and al-Hujwiri, with their strong emphasis on Sharia and ascetic
mysticism, wrote their works in an instructional style with dry, scientific expressions,
except in a few instances where, due to the subject matter, they employed rhythmic and
rhyming sentences.
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Al-Sarraj has referred to various attributes of God. Compared to al-Hujwiri and al-
Sana'ani, he has the least frequent use of divine attributes in his work. From al-Sarraj's
perspective, Allah is the Supreme Name of God. It is the name in which all divine and
spiritual meanings are gathered, encompassing all names. Al-Sarraj asks his audience
to make this name their companion and intimate friend because he is aware of its
desirable spiritual benefits.

Abu Nasr al-Sarraj believes that God is al-Hafiz (the Preserver) and watches over and
guards everything. Furthermore, the words people utter are examined and weighed by
a guardian appointed by God. He also named God al-Malik (the Sovereign) and al-
Maalik (the Owner) and believes that everything in heaven and earth belongs to God.
Al-Sarraj also refers to the attributes of the Lord being al-Hayy (the Ever-Living), al-
Qayyum (the Self-Subsisting), and al-Bagi (the Everlasting), and believes that only God
is permanent and enduring, and the existence of all creatures is not everlasting. In
reality, the life of all of them is limited and has a specified duration, but God has always
been and is.

Abu Nasr al-Sarraj believes that God is al-Khalig (the Creator) and created everything
from nothing. This indicates the difficult quality of creation and, of course, the
importance of God's work. He is a God who, at the time of creating the universe, never
followed a previous model, and His work must be considered original and innovative.
Nothing in the structure of divine creation has been created identical, and every creature
has been brought into existence for a purpose.

From the author of Al-Luma' fi al-Tasawwuf's perspective, the servant's closeness to
God and enjoying the blessings and bounties of the Almighty are among the examples
of the Creator's compassion (al/-Ra'uf) towards the creature. He is a God who keeps His
servants away from affliction and becomes their protector and guardian to heal their
pains. Although the aspect of God's overpowering majesty (al-Qahhar) is emphasized,
this aspect of the attributes of the Truth must be stressed so that sparks of hope appear
in humans. Al-Sarraj also introduced God as a/-Samad (the Eternal, Absolute) and
believes that fully comprehending the meaning of al-Samad is not possible because
human knowledge and science are incomplete and cannot understand and analyze the
various dimensions of this concept and, of course, other divine concepts.

The author of Al-Luma' fi al-Tasawwuf states that God is al-Wali (the Protecting
Friend) and al-Qadir (the Omnipotent) and can do anything. The Almighty can make
love flow in the human heart and manifest His remembrance in hearts. He is the best
companion and has dominion over all things. Al-Sarraj has also attributed many other
attributes to God, including: al-Qadir and al-Mugqtadir and al-Qadeer (the All-
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Powerful), al-Wakil (the Trustee), al-Karim (the Generous), al-Ahad and al-
Wahid (the One and Unique), al-Munazzah (the Transcendent), incomprehensible, and
SO on.

Following the book A/-Luma’, al-Hujwiri's Kashf al-Mahjub is considered one of the
most authoritative mystical works, which, compared to A/-Luma’, refers to more
attributes of the Lord. Al-Hujwiri believes that every human can find awareness of God
through one of the Names but is incapable of attaining the perfection of knowledge of
Him. Regarding how the Names and Attributes affect the spiritual wayfarer, al-Hujwiri
has presented his views concerning the Names of God's Majesty and the awe and fear
that arise from them. With the background of the beliefs of the Khorasan Sufis, at the
beginning of each topic, he presents the opinions of mystics and masters, quotes them,
and then expresses his own opinion with a moderate stance towards others' beliefs,
while confronting pseudo-Sufis, aiming to purify and clear the realm of Sufism from
suspicions and the impurities of hypocrisy and deviation.

In summarizing the belief of one group of mystics who consider awe (haybah) the rank
of the gnostics and see the gnostic as perpetually in a state of being overwhelmed by
the effects of the Names of Majesty, permitting intimacy (uns) only with the Names of
Beauty, and another group who, conversely, consider awe and the manifestation of
God's Names of Majesty associated with punishment, retribution, and distance,
preferring intimacy and being affected by the Names of Beauty and God's grace and
mercy, and who consider the lovers of the Lord preserved from awe—he deems both
groups correct and right but assigns a separate rank to each.
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