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ABSTRACT

Lyric and epic literature represent two significant genres of Persian poetry. Nizami and
Ferdowsi, as the preeminent lyric and epic poets respectively, accord elevated status to
love and ethics in their works, particularly in their romantic verses. While moral virtues
abound in these romantic narratives, scholarly attention has seldom focused on the
ethical vices exhibited by lovers and beloveds. This research identifies the most
prominent moral failings in these characters, examines their underlying causes, and
determines which lovers/beloveds most frequently display such traits. Vices like
cruelty, ingratitude, lustfulness, betrayal, selfishness, and arrogance manifest in both
lovers and beloveds. These ethical dimensions are visually articulated in illustrated
Khamseh and Qajar-era Shahnameh manuscripts.

Research Objectives:

1. Examining moral vices of lovers/beloveds in Nizami's Khamseh and
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh through illustrated manuscripts at Malek Museum

2. Analyzing differences in love expression between upper-class men/women
versus other social strata

Research Questions:

1. What moral vices characterize lovers/beloveds in Nizami's "Khosrow o Shirin"
and Ferdowsi's Shahnameh?

2. How does love expression differ between upper-class men/women and other
social groups?

2676-7759/ © 2020 Islamic Art Press. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
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Introduction

The greater part of Persian narrative poetry consists of romantic mathnawis - poetic
compositions in which the poet recounts love stories. Many are epic mathnawis
narrating heroic tales, while others are ethical and didactic mathnawis where the poet
offers moral instruction through storytelling. Some are mystical mathnawis, and so
forth. In Persian literature, the mathnawi form, within limited metrical patterns, is
typically employed for these subjects, though occasionally other forms like the qasida
or get'a are used. Nearly all narrative poems composed until the late 19th century follow
the mathnawi form (Mir-Sadeqi, 1994:257).

Nizami's "Khosrow o Shirin" and "Layli o Majnun" represent innovative romantic
mathnawis that demonstrate his profound thought and wisdom. Ferdowsi's Shahnameh,
the most treasured epic of Persian national literature, was composed over a thousand
years ago by the sage of Tus, who endured great hardships to versify the ancient history
of Iran for future generations. Although the Shahnameh primarily recounts the battles
between Iran and Turan, it is not solely about war and bloodshed. Throughout its
mythological, heroic, and historical sections, pure love stories dominate - chaste
romances like Zal and Rudabeh, Rostam and Tahmineh, Bizhan and Manizheh.
Ferdowsi's depictions of love represent the most virtuous expressions of passion
(Rezaei, 2005:39). Romantic narratives hold special significance in Ferdowsi's epic
because, from his perspective, love is pure and sublime, resulting in heroes
demonstrating patience, chastity, forgiveness, and self-sacrifice in these love stories.

This study examines the moral vices of lovers and beloveds in the romantic narratives
of Nizami and Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, focusing on illustrated Khamseh and Qajar-era
Shahnameh manuscripts preserved at the Malek Museum.

While numerous studies have been conducted on Nizami's works and the Shahnameh,
none have specifically addressed this topic. Although considerable research in Persian
literature, particularly romantic literature, has focused on these renowned poets, no
studies were found specifically about romantic narratives in Nizami and Ferdowsi's
works. Existing research primarily concerns the beloved, feminine imagery, and
Nizami's poetic artistry. However, some theses were found regarding lovers'
characteristics in other poets' works: Rad (2011) in a thesis titled "Psychological
Analysis of the Lover's Personality in Sa'eb's Ghazals" examined the ethics of lovers in
Sa'eb's poetry. Regarding love in the Shahnameh, various studies exist: Shahkarami
(2018) in an article titled "Women's Love for National Heroes in the Shahnameh"
investigated the nature of women's love in the epic. Tamimi Tavandashti and Soleimani
Borujerdi (2017) in "Love and Affection in Ferdowsi's Epic Shahnameh" explored the
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concept of love in the Shahnameh. Kazemi (2016) in "Comparison of Love Stories in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh with Jamali Dehlavi's Mathnawi of Love and Moon" conducted
a comparative study on love themes. However, no research has addressed the moral
vices of lovers and beloveds in the Shahnameh and Khamseh until now.

Conclusion

Lyric and epic literature, two significant forms of literary expression, are each distinctly
characterized by their own unique features. The forms of love depicted among the
characters of the Shahnameh are earthly and realistic, leading to union and marked by
little anguish or suffering. The inclusion of such love stories plays a substantial role in
softening the narrative atmosphere and distancing the Shahnameh from its prevailing
epic and historical tone. The course and nature of love in the Shahnameh differ
according to the social class of men and women; women of higher social standing
consider the beauty, physical strength, heroism, courage, and social status of men. The
loves portrayed in the Shahnameh are pure, sincere, and mutual, with the exception of
Sudabeh’s lustful love for Siyavash and Shiroyeh’s illicit love for Shirin after the death
of Khosrow Parviz. A poet such as Nezami also strives to depict the mysteries of love
in the form of earthly romantic tales, analyzing the moral conduct and characteristics of
his characters’ love.

The moral qualities of lovers and beloveds in the poetry of Nezami and Ferdowsi are
varied. In both works, lovers and beloveds possess both virtues and vices. Among the
moral vices of lovers and beloveds in the poetry of these two poets are arrogance and
narcissism, slandering the beloved, ingratitude, murder, lust and betrayal, selfishness,
and oppression. The moral vices of the beloved in the works of these poets include
arrogance, narcissism, and selfishness, which are considered virtues for the beloved but
moral flaws for the lover. Ethical traits such as oppression, ingratitude, lust, betrayal,
selfishness, and arrogance are seen as vices for both lover and beloved. Khosrow, a
passionate prince, is portrayed as lustful, unfaithful in love, desirous of variety, proud
and arrogant, a drinker, pleasure-seeking, fond of luxury, and oppressive; yet he also
possesses positive qualities such as a thirst for knowledge and generosity. Bijan exacts
retribution before the crime is committed and accuses most women, including
Manizheh, of gossip. For her love of Khosrow, Shirin poisons Maryam, Khosrow’s
wife, and Khosrow causes Farhad’s death. In the Shahnameh, illicit love is mentioned
only in two cases: Sudabeh’s love for her stepson Siyavash and Shiroyeh’s love for his
stepmother Shirin, which are nothing more than desires. Indeed, these desires aim to
usurp the place of true love and are destined for destruction. These events are also
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depicted in the illustrated manuscripts of the Khamsa and the Qajar-era Shahnameh
housed in the Malek Museum.
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