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Introduction

Shiism, as one of the most important Islamic sects throughout history, has experienced
various ups and downs. While it faced suppression and strict measures in some
historical periods, in other eras - particularly during the rule of Shia governors and more
tolerant regimes like the llkhanids and Timurids - it enjoyed widespread growth and
expansion in society. During the llkhanid period, coinciding with the overthrow of the
Abbasid Caliphate and the decline of Sunni authority, a new era emerged for the cultural
flourishing of Shiism. This was manifested in the construction of Dar al-Siyadas (Shia
centers) for Sayyids throughout Iran, each endowed with dedicated waqf properties.
Figures like Allama al-Hilli and Khaje Nasir al-Din Tusi became leading proponents of
Shia cultural propagation among Iranians.

By the 8th century AH, Shia Islam had spread in Khorasan among the Sarbadars, with
Shia missionary activities expanding significantly. Politically, Shiism gained control
over Tabaristan, Gilan, and the entire Daylam region. During the llkhanid era, due to
the absence of a unified, comprehensive model, four distinct bases of legitimacy were
employed: Mongol, Sunni, Iranian, and Shia legitimacy. Initially, under the centralized
Ilkhanid rule in Iran and given the non-Muslim status of the new conquerors, Ilkhanid
legitimacy was rooted in Mongol traditions. However, gradually with the Mongols'
conversion to Islam and subsequent weakening of the llkhanids, other legitimacy
models emerged and were utilized by various power claimants.

Some states insisted on Sunni models, relying on theorists living under their rule to
justify their kingship religiously. Others like the Timurids simultaneously employed
both Mongol and Sunni models for legitimization. During this period, some groups also
sought legitimacy through Shia political jurisprudence. Additionally, those claimants
who managed to establish Iranian genealogies for themselves emphasized Iranian
kingship models alongside religious legitimacy bases. The security and economic
growth during the Timurid period led to cultural flourishing in Iran. Besides the
emergence of Shia-Sufi sects with Mahdavi doctrines, Timurid support for Shias created
favorable conditions for Shiism's expansion. Notably, the fusion of Shiism with Sufism
became a distinctive feature of the 9th-10th centuries AH, increasing Shiism's cultural
appeal to Iranians and leading to the growth of Sufi lodges (khangahs), ultimately
resulting in a new political system combining spiritual path (tarigat) and religious law
(sharia).

A significant observation is that Shia jurists cooperated more extensively with the
Ilkhanids than with the Timurids, which greatly contributed to Shiism's growth in terms
of Shia freedoms and the Shiism-Sufism union during the Ilkhanid period. The Mongol
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invasion and subsequent establishment of Ilkhanid rule along with local governments
substantially transformed legitimacy processes in Iran. What's evident in these two
periods is the clear absence of a comprehensive legitimacy model. This article aims to
examine the formation processes of these governments and their methods of
legitimization during the specified timeframe, while also analyzing the role of
architectural inscriptions in legitimizing Ilkhanid and Timurid rulers.

Existing research on the llkhanid and Timurid periods includes: Barsam (2014) in his
MA thesis "Shia Islam in Azerbaijan from the Ilkhanids to the Dawn of the Safavid
State" focused on Shiism in Azerbaijan. The researcher notes that Azerbaijan has played
a vital, pioneering role throughout Iranian history, actively participating in popular
movements. By playing two unparalleled roles in post-Islamic Iranian history - one
national and one religious - Azerbaijan established its unique position. However, this
study only addresses political aspects of Shiism in Azerbaijan, though its historical
period closely matches our focus. Biranvand (2014) in his MA thesis "Shiism and Shias
in Iran from the Fall of the Khwarazmians to the Establishment of the Ilkhanid Rule"
examines Shiism's importance for Iranians during this era. The author concludes that
the Abbasid caliph, by supporting the futuwwa movement which shared common
ground with Shiism, created opportunities for Twelver Shias in the Abbasid
administrative structure. This environment provided a relatively favorable basis for Shia
scholars to spread Shiism. While this research addresses Shiism's political importance,
it doesn't discuss its cultural appeal to Iranians during these periods.

Savory (1986) in his book "Religion in the Timurid and Safavid Periods" discusses
Shiism and its dissemination during the Timurid era, making it relevant to our study.
The book thoroughly examines religion from political, cultural and social perspectives
in Iran, highlighting how rulers of these periods aligned with and directed Iranian public
opinion and culture. Its most notable feature is the socio-cultural analysis of religion,
particularly emphasizing religion's role during the Timurid period, an approach we will
adopt in this study.

Conclusion

The goal of positive psychology is to accelerate a profound transformation in
psychology, shifting from a sole focus on treating the worst conditions of life to
optimizing the quality of life. In this regard, efforts are made to address previous
imbalances by emphasizing human strengths and utilizing these strengths to prevent
neuroses and enhance a spirit of vitality. The use, repetition, emphasis, and artistic and
literary enrichment of concepts such as well-being, satisfaction with the past,
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perseverance, happiness, satisfaction with the present, sensory pleasure, positive
thinking, trust, hope, and awareness in individuals' minds, as well as strengthening
positive personal traits such as courage, interpersonal communication skills, high talent,
aesthetic sensitivity, and wisdom at the individual level, and civic and social virtues at
the group level, provide opportunities for prevention, treatment, and the enhancement
of individuals' quality of life. The capacity of Persian literature, especially its rich poetic
resources and recurring spiritual values, serves as a suitable medium for transmitting
these concepts and fostering the growth of the mind, emotions, lifestyle, and attitudes
of individuals. Visual and auditory media, as well as cultural tools and institutions in
the fields of art, education, advertising, therapy, and more, play an effective and
efficient role, and the utilization of meaningful literature in these areas should not be
overlooked.
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