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ABSTRACT

Numerous verses in the Holy Quran are dedicated to the subject of family and its
significance. Among these, certain verses—framed with the conditional phrase "in
khiftum" (if you fear)—address the sanctity of the family and its vulnerabilities. This
research employs an analytical-descriptive method to examine the Quranic
precautionary approach toward the family in these verses. The findings indicate that
the linguistic structure of these verses, formulated as conditional clauses centered on
fear (khawf), underscores the profound care and caution with which the Wise God
regards familial matters and spousal relations. While Islamic jurisprudence generally
does not derive rulings from fear unless it pertains to harm (darar), in familial contexts,
the assumption of rational fear (khawf ‘aqli) has led to mandatory and non-mandatory
injunctions aimed at facilitating, strengthening, or—when necessary—dissolving the
family unit.

Furthermore, the study reveals that a close reading of the "in khifium" verse yields a
distinct model for familial relations, offering deeper insight into Islam’s perspective on
marriage. Adherence to these rulings enhances the stability of the Islamic family
structure, reduces high-risk marriages, ensures familial endurance, and minimizes the
repercussions of divorce and separation. Additionally, Islam’s precautionary approach
toward the family has influenced the architectural design of traditional homes through
principles such as: preserving privacy, safeguarding familial bonds, and promoting a
secure and tranquil environment for household members.

Research Objectives:

1. To analyze the precautionary approach of religion toward the family in the "in
khiftum" verses.

2. To investigate the impact of this approach on the architectural design of
traditional houses.

Research Questions:

1. How does the precautionary approach of religion toward the family manifest
in the "in khiftum" verses?

2. Has this approach influenced the architectural design of traditional houses?
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Introduction

Today, the family unit faces greater threats and vulnerabilities than ever before. Despite
the sacred emphasis Islam places on its formation and preservation, the responsibility
to protect the family from potential and actual harms lies with its members, the pillars
of society, and the Islamic governance system—all of which employ preventive and
remedial measures to avert outcomes divinely deemed reprehensible. The Quran, by
referring to marriage as a "solemn covenant" (mithagan ghaliz), reinforces the centrality
of this institution, while the conditional phrase "in khiftum" serves to prevent discord
(shigaq) and divorce (talag). Simultaneously, without creating impasses in human
relations, Islam permits divorce as a last resort.

Contemporary challenges to the family extend beyond divorce, including the
redefinition of marriage (e.g., same-sex unions). A deliberate engagement with these
verses clarifies how the presence of rational fear (khawf ‘aqli) in familial matters
imposes religious obligations (ahkam) on spouses, believers, and Islamic governance—
obligations that, when observed, elevate the family’s societal standing, reduce risky
marriages, ensure familial resilience, and mitigate the fallout of separation.

This study addresses critical questions: What Islamic framework exists for establishing
and sustaining families to minimize marital harms? How can familial tensions be
managed? How might the Quran and religious teachings guide governance in familial
matters? What are the imperatives of religious governance in resolving familial
disputes, and what preventive models exist? What policies should inform family-centric
development programs? Finally, how is the Quranic approach to family reflected in
traditional house architecture?

The Quran exclusively designates marriage as a "solemn covenant,” binding spouses to
fortify their union, remain faithful, and avoid actions leading to dissolution. Religious
teachings, alongside sociological and psychological insights, emphasize fostering
marital harmony and familial cohesion to minimize tensions and avert divorce—or, if
unavoidable, to mitigate its consequences. The stability of familial bonds hinges on
ethical conduct, with key religious recommendations including: mutual forbearance,
patience, anger management, conflict de-escalation, moderated expectations, rejection
of violence, reconciliation, and prohibitions against sowing discord (Haqshenas, Jafar,
2009: 47-52).

In Islamic jurisprudence (figh), fear (khawf) rarely grounds legal rulings except in cases
of tangible harm (darar), where primary obligations (e.g., ablution with water) may be
waived to avert danger (Yazdi, 1419 AH: 2/170; Khomeini, 2013: 1/25). Yet familial
matters—formation, continuity, and dissolution—are uniquely significant, with rational
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fear often triggering mandatory or advisory injunctions. The "in khiftum" verses
exemplify this, assigning duties to spouses, communities, or governance based on
apprehensions about familial harm.

Prior studies have examined these verses fragmentarily, lacking a comprehensive
analysis. This research innovates by synthesizing these verses holistically, deriving
actionable insights for family policy, development programs, and religious governance.

Conclusion

In Islamic thought, marriage and family formation are considered the most beloved
institution before God, referred to in the Quran as a "solemn covenant" (mithagan
ghaliz). The exclusive use of this term for the marriage contract signifies that through
matrimony, spouses commit to strengthening, sustaining, and remaining faithful to their
union, while avoiding anything that may lead to discord (inshiqaq), instability, or
separation. From the very inception of a couple's decision to marry, Islamic law (sharT'a)
establishes mutual rights and responsibilities aimed at protecting both parties' interests
within marriage.

Understanding these reciprocal familial rights, respecting them, and diligently fulfilling
one's obligations helps prevent conflicts and maintains a peaceful, healthy family
environment. While spouses are required to observe these mutual rights and duties,
Islam emphasizes that realizing the family's full potential and ensuring its vitality
ultimately depends on upholding ethical, humane, and emotional principles within the
household. Rigid legal frameworks alone cannot effectively regulate the moral and
affective bonds between family members.

The "in khiftum" verses can be categorized into three main themes:

1. Verses concerning marriage and family formation, such as Quran 4:3 which
establishes rulings based on precaution regarding marriage to orphaned girls and
maintaining justice in polygamys;

2. Verses addressing marital continuity, like Quran 4:35 which provides guidance

when fearing spousal discord;

3. Verses dealing with marital dissolution, exemplified by Quran 2:229 concerning
divorce and protecting wives' rights.

Careful examination of these "in khiftum" verses reveals Islam's distinctive model for
family relations, demonstrating how reasonable precaution in domestic matters
generates specific religious obligations (ahkam) for spouses, believers, and Islamic
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governance. Observing these principles elevates family welfare in Muslim societies,
reduces high-risk marriages, ensures family stability, and minimizes divorce
repercussions.

The study further examines how Islam's precautionary approach manifests in traditional
house architecture. Numerous Quranic verses and hadiths, particularly the "in khiftum"
verses, emphasize preserving privacy and fostering healthy family relationships -
principles clearly reflected in traditional home design through:

1. Clear separation between private and public spaces to maintain privacy and
prevent improper mixing;

2. Controlled access points regulating movement between spaces;

3. Privacy-conscious room layouts limiting visibility;

4. Shared spaces like courtyards encouraging family interaction.

While traditional architecture successfully embodies Islamic values of privacy
protection, family bonding, and creating secure environments, it faces certain
limitations including incompatibility with modern lifestyles, underutilization of new
technologies, and insufficient environmental considerations. Addressing these
challenges requires collaborative research among scholars of religion, architecture,
social sciences, and Islamic studies to develop innovative solutions that maintain
Islamic values while meeting contemporary needs.
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