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ABSTRACT

Adib al-Mamalek Farahani, a poet, scholar, and journalist of the Constitutional
Era, was inclined toward traditional poetry. His works are particularly
noteworthy for their intellectual, cultural, and ideological depth, especially in
terms of religious and ethical themes. This article employs a descriptive,
analytical, and quantitative evaluation approach to explore the most significant
religious and ethical teachings in his Divan (collection of poems). Additionally,
it examines the reflection of these religious teachings in the structure and
decorations of the Tekyeh Dowlat building. The study begins by addressing the
poet's foundational beliefs and the influence of his religious worldview on his
thoughts, followed by an analysis of the primary virtues and vices in his poetry.
Adib al-Mamalek regarded religious beliefs and teachings as the best means to
enlighten the people and relentlessly combat tyranny and colonialism. Thus, he
sought to stimulate the religious sentiments of the people to pave the way for
societal progress. In the realm of virtues, themes such as patriotism and religious
faith are prominent, while in the realm of vices, insults to sacred values and the
oppression of rulers stand out. In terms of political teachings, issues like societal
backwardness and the importance of the judiciary are frequently addressed.
Overall, the poet believed that societal progress depended on adherence to the
traditions of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) and his successors, as well as the
observance of religious laws. Furthermore, the structure and decorations of the
Tekyeh Dowlat, a religious building from the Qajar era, prominently reflect
these ethical and religious principles.

Research Objectives:

1. To examine the ethical and religious foundations in the Divan of Adib
al-Mamalek Farahani.

2. To investigate the ethical and religious foundations in the structure and
decorations of the Tekyeh Dowlat.

Research Questions:

1. What is the significance of ethical and religious foundations in the Divan
of Adib al-Mamalek Farahani?

2. How are ethical and religious foundations reflected in the structure and
decorations of the Tekyeh Dowlat?
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Introduction

Abu Isa Muhammad Sadegh Parvaneh, known as Amir al-Shoara (Poet Laureate), Adib
al-Mamalek, and Hosseini (1914-1957), was born in a village near Sultanabad (now
Arak). He was the son of Hajj Mirza Hussein, the grandson of Mirza Ma'sum, who used
the pen name Mahit, and the daughter of Mirza Abolghasem Ghaem Magham, the
minister of Mohammad Shah Qajar (Qasemi, 1989: 9). At the age of 15, he lost his
father and, along with his older brother Mirza Mehdi, was forced to flee to Tehran on
foot due to the injustices of Naser al-Dowleh Abdulhamid Mirza, the ruler and
commander of Arak, regarding their inherited properties in 1874-1875 AH. In Tehran,
Adib al-Mamalek composed a gasideh lamenting his circumstances and dedicated it to
Tahmasb Mirza Moayed al-Dowleh, a poetry connoisseur and scholar, through the
perseverance of Hassan Ali Khan Garrusi Amir Nezam (1820-1899 AH). Moayed al-
Dowleh, astonished by the literary maturity and knowledge of this young poet,
recommended him to Amir Nezam, who included him among his attendants (Keyvani,
2008: 374).

Adib al-Mamalek's poetry style aligns with the poets of the Return Movement, while
his content and themes place him among the poets of the Constitutional Era (Aryanpour,
1993: 139). His poetry often reflects his extensive literary knowledge and mastery of
expression. He was a proponent of modern civilization and cultural reforms,
emphasizing these themes in various ways in his poetry. However, his work lacks the
necessary flexibility to convey such modern concepts due to its traditional and literary
nature (Jalali Pendar, 1988: 2).

Understanding the poet's belief system can justify his influence on social and literary
developments, given his life during the tumultuous Constitutional Era and his influence
by this movement. Literature, especially poetry, reflects the thoughts and sentiments of
its time. During the Constitutional Era, literature mirrored the era's ideas and ideals with
a fresh language. Current literary critiques and efforts focus on analyzing the impact of
social, philosophical, and cultural changes on literature and poetry. However, these
critiques often overlook the role of religion as a missing link in understanding the
sources of poets' perspectives.

Many articles have been published about Adib al-Mamalek's life and poetry in recent
decades, but there is a lack of substantial research on the topic at hand. Relevant studies
include Saadati's (2011) exploration of Adib al-Mamalek's poetry, highlighting the
frequency of the theme of knowledge over freedom, homeland, and law. Asadi and
Habibi (2010) discuss his patriotic thoughts and political-social themes. Jeddi and
Shahrokhi (2014) analyze the reflection of the Constitutional Revolution in his poetry,
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noting his role in awakening national sentiments and critiquing dictatorial governance.
Valizadeh and Taghilou (2016) examine his elegies, finding thematic similarities.
Jahanshahi Afshar (2016) demonstrates the prevalence of Quranic references in his
work.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical and quantitative approach, examining Adib
al-Mamalek's religious teachings through his poetry, as compiled in the complete divan
"Life and Poetry of Adib al-Mamalek Farahani" by Dr. Seyyed Ali Musavi Garmaroudi.

Conclusion

The examination of religious teachings in the divan of Adib al-Mamalek Farahani
reveals that religious and theological commitments play a significant role in shaping his
poetry. From the poet's perspective, virtues such as kindness, piety, honesty,
benevolence, and salvation, as well as avoiding moral vices and promoting societal
advancement, are all contingent upon following the Prophet and the principles of the
Sharia. He views all moral vices in individuals and society as resulting from a departure
from the laws of the Sharia and the separation of people from the Prophet's teachings
and those of his successors.

The analysis of moral virtues in the poet's works demonstrates that religiosity and
patriotism have the highest frequency, and he uses religious values to combat injustices.
During the Constitutional Era, he considered it his poetic duty to foster patriotism, resist
oppressive rule, defend the underprivileged, and fight against foreign domination.
Farahani, with a sense of responsibility towards the Sharia and society, attributed social
ills and anomalies to the abandonment of divine ideals and the diminishing role of
religion. He believed that realizing religious ideals and national pride could be achieved
by adhering to religious and theological traditions.

In terms of moral vices, the most frequent themes in his poetry are blasphemy and
conflict within society. He attributed these problems to a departure from Islamic laws
and deviation from religious principles. Through his poems, his worldview and deep
affection for Iran's prosperity under the banner of Islam and Shiaism are evident. He
saw corruption in judicial institutions as a result of a lack of religiosity, believing that
the judiciary should be composed of true men of God and the devout; otherwise, the
infiltration of individuals without religious backing would create unfavorable
conditions in the justice system and lead to societal crises.

For Adib al-Mamalek, the criteria for a righteous life and the happiness of individuals
and society are based on two pillars: adherence to the laws of the Sharia and the
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acquisition of knowledge and awareness. He valued religiosity accompanied by
awareness, seeing commitment and expertise as essential for individual and societal
well-being. However, from his perspective, the cause of stagnation in society was the
disconnection of people from Islamic teachings, and he believed that salvation and
overcoming current challenges could be achieved through people's adherence to the
laws of the Sharia. Even the emphasis on state structures from the Qajar era, such as
religious buildings, is presented as a moral construct with ethical foundations.
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