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Introduction

Since ancient times, death has always been a subject of contemplation. Consequently,
many philosophers and thinkers have theorized about death, and it must be
acknowledged that the differences in these theories stem from their respective
worldviews—that is, their perspectives on God, existence, and humanity, which shape
their divergent views (Akbarzadeh et al., 2014: 45). As soon as we question anything,
we implicitly seek to understand its essence. Thus, our inquiries into birth, death,
existence, nothingness, and art pave the way for our understanding of the world.
Existence is neither an attribute nor a predicate, and its perception differs from, say,
perceiving the existence of water in a glass. Heidegger’s Dasein lives in a
fundamentally different way—not merely as an entity occupying a place in the universe
like a glass, but as something fluid, engaged, interpretive, and traversing various
epistemic realms (Heidegger, 2019: 198).

Heidegger adopts the hermeneutic circle in the process of understanding, considering it
unavoidable. In Being and Time, he provides examples of this circle, arguing that to
understand what being is, we must examine the being of Dasein. But can we
comprehend Dasein’s being without a prior understanding of being itself? (Heidegger,
2019: 199). Similarly, in The Origin of the Work of Art, he discusses this circle in the
context of art and the artwork: How can we know what art is without examining
artworks? Yet, how can an artwork be called art if we do not know what art is?
Heidegger believes this circle enables the most fundamental form of knowledge.
Understanding art is tied to understanding the artwork, and vice versa—neither is
possible without the other. For Heidegger, the key is entering the hermeneutic circle,
not escaping it (Heidegger, 1999: 85).

From Heidegger’s perspective, art is the origin or leap into the artistic ether. Thus, the
origin of the artwork is also the origin of its creators and preservers—in other words,
the origin of a people’s historical presence in art (Heidegger, 2003: 57). This is the
"great art" Heidegger discusses in The Origin of the Work of Art and in Nietzsche (1991),
where he describes it as the medium through which the truth of being reveals itself
unconditionally and absolutely to the historical existence of humanity. Examples
include Greek temples and tragedies, which shaped the national spirit and historical
character of the Greeks. However, in the modern era, with the dominance of aesthetics,
the age of great art has ended (Mostafavi, 2022: 156).

Heidegger’s fundamental critique of the aesthetic approach to art is that it arises from
and reinforces subjectivity. "Subjectivity is the modern human endeavor to assert
unlimited power through calculation, planning, and molding" (Thompson, 2016: 39), as
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it seeks complete domination over every aspect of objective reality, treating everything
as a fixed energy source to be ordered at will.

However, it must be noted that Heidegger’s view of art contrasts with metaphysical
conceptions. He clarifies that engaging with an artwork fundamentally means
recognizing the truth disclosed in art—not merely deriving pleasure from the artistic
object. The essence of art is not representation but the invention of truth (Dastur, 2010:
138). Thus, in The Origin of the Work of Art, Heidegger critiques modern aesthetics to
reconnect art with truth, demonstrating that art is a realm where truth unfolds. An
artwork is not merely a source of pleasure; encountering it opens a new world,
transforming our own. Heidegger’s linking of art and truth shows that any interpretation
reducing art to the artist’s emotions, the audience’s response, the unconscious, social
conditions, or any other external factor obscures its essence. Therefore, art has its own
world, and understanding it requires entering that world (Safian, 2017: 160).

A hermeneutic thinker like Heidegger, who reinterpreted Husserlian phenomenology in
the realm of individual cognition, believed that literature, poetry, and art are sources for
the emergence of the world in which individuals live. They also provide direct,
empathetic, and unmediated insight into the artist’s experience (Heidegger, 2003: 122).
Similarly, Henry Corbin, in analyzing Islamic art, employed hermeneutics to interpret
Islamic works. He argued that due to the sacredness of scripture and its centrality in
religions, hermeneutics is necessary for reviving theology and uncovering truth—a truth
too transcendent to be grasped through historical understanding alone. Corbin saw
hermeneutics as essential for revealing the hidden, esoteric meanings behind religious
texts (Corbin, 2004: 23-24). He was among the first to apply a hermeneutic approach to
Islam, particularly Shiism, and considered Heidegger and Suhrawardi influential in this
regard. He used this method to understand Islamic architecture and art, viewing it as the
key to deciphering their sacred and spiritual elements (Corbin, 1998: 1-17).

Since beauty is an inherent feature of art in Islamic thought, some contemporary
thinkers have termed art "beauty-creating” (Motahhari, 1982: 53), while others define
it as an effort to create beauty and an ideal world (Tohidipour, 1964: 53). Given that, in
Heidegger’s thought, the shared feature of art and ancient technology is the "disclosure
of truth," the authors’ research indicates that while numerous studies have explored
death-awareness, art, and liberation from subjectivity in Heidegger’s philosophy, no
scholarly thesis or article has yet examined a new understanding of Islamic art through
the lens of death-awareness in Heidegger’s thought.

Among recent related studies is that of Poorali et al. (2022), which evaluates art and the
possibility of breaking free from subjectivity from Heidegger’s perspective. Relying on
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Heidegger’s interpretation of Holderlin’s poem "In lieblicher Blaue" in "What Are
Poets For?" and his descriptions of Paul Cézanne’s works, the researchers argue that
liberation from subjectivity is possible. They contend that by allowing absence to
emerge in art, the artist not only prepares the ground for the truth of being to unfold but
also resolves the duality between "being™ and "beings,” transforming it into a
mysterious unity.

Mostafavi (2021) examines Heidegger’s engagement with modern artists like Rilke,
Cézanne, and Klee, revealing how this encounter shifted his view of modern art. The
study shows that this shift led Heidegger to acknowledge modern art’s capacity to fulfill
the role of "great art" in disclosing truth.

Naderi et al. (2021) compare Freud’s and Heidegger’s views on art, concluding that
Freud’s approach is limited by psychological factors. Freud overemphasized the
neurological aspects of artistic experience, and his analysis of artists largely served his
psychoanalytic theories. In contrast, Heidegger separates the origin of the artwork from
the artist’s personal life, linking art to truth and offering a new interpretation of art.

Salehi and Akbarzadeh (2015) compare Heidegger’s thought with Islamic perspectives,
noting that while surface similarities exist, they are merely linguistic. Though
Heidegger’s death-awareness leads to liberation from trivialities, his silence on the
afterlife, resurrection, and immortality introduces despair and nihilism into his
philosophy.

Mostafavi (2012) conducts a hermeneutic-phenomenological study of Heidegger’s view
of art, concluding that art is where truth happens. The study shows how Heidegger’s
method reveals the deep connection between art and truth, positioning the artwork as
the site where existence unveils itself.

Ramin (2012) examines Heidegger’s philosophy of art in relation to Islamic thought,
arguing that his ideas are not alien to the Islamic East. In both frameworks, beauty is
transformed into truth, and art is seen as the disclosure of being.

Thus, this study, through an analytical-descriptive method, explores whether death-
awareness and liberation from subjectivity in Heidegger’s thought can lead to a new or
shared understanding of Islamic art. This research employs an analytical-descriptive
approach, with data collected through documentary and library research. On one hand,
Heidegger’s works are examined, while on the other, secondary sources on his thought
and art are analyzed. The study first illuminates the concepts of death-awareness and
subjectivity in Heidegger’s philosophy, then explores art—particularly Islamic art—as
a potential means of breaking free from subjectivity.
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Conclusion

The findings of this study reveal that the concept of art, including Islamic art, holds an
ontological function in Heidegger’s thought. At the core of Heidegger’s philosophy is
the transcendence of subjectivity entrenched in Western history. For Heidegger, art is
not a subjective matter of taste or the product of artistic genius but carries a profoundly
ontological and existential meaning. In his view, "nothingness” (das Nichts) is nothing
other than the horizon against which beings come into presence.

An artist who, in times of destitution, follows the path of Dionysus—by allowing
nothingness to emerge in the artwork—not only prepares the stage for the event of truth
but also resolves the duality between "Being" (Sein) and "beings" (Seiende),
transforming it into a mysterious unity. Experiencing this event leads Dasein to a fearful
yet conscious confrontation with nothingness. Thus, Heidegger asserts that Dasein
"stands steadfastly in the surpassing of nothingness.” In this moment of encounter, the
human being does not appear as a subject but as Dasein within the world, thereby
experiencing liberation from subjectivity.

It is not far-fetched, then, to suggest that Heidegger’s perspective on art is not alien to
the Islamic East. Traces of this mode of thought can indeed be found in the works of
Islamic thinkers, who, in turn, compensate for some of the complexities and
shortcomings in Heidegger’s philosophy of art.

Heidegger hoped that artworks could open a path toward a renewed understanding of
the Being of beings—a comprehension that would allow for reflection on the essence
of technology, where beings are no longer seen as mere energy reserves to be exploited.
Such an understanding could pave the way for the sacred and the return of the gods to
the realm of humanity. Through hermeneutic phenomenology—describing what the
artwork discloses—Heidegger demonstrates that the artwork establishes a world in
which the relationship between Being and truth is revealed. In this way, art becomes
intrinsically linked with truth: the essence of art is "the setting-into-work of truth," and
the artwork is tasked with realizing this pivotal event.

This perspective aligns with the Islamic mystical concept of kashf (unveiling) and the
emphasis in Islamic art on spirituality and abstraction. Regarding beauty, Heidegger
defines it as "the appearance of Being," which resonates with the Islamic notion of jalal
(divine majesty) and the emphasis in Islamic art on harmony and order.

In phenomenology, two key themes—experience and language—are also prominent.
Heidegger stresses the importance of experience in understanding Being and truth, a
view that aligns with Islamic art’s emphasis on intuitive experience (shuhiid).
Furthermore, Heidegger regards language as "the house of Being" and believes art can
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rejuvenate language—a perspective that corresponds with Islamic art’s focus on
calligraphy and the use of sacred words and phrases.

Thus, given these connections, a new understanding emerges—one that deepens our
grasp of concepts such as Being, truth, beauty, art, and experience in Islamic art. Just
as Heidegger believed, Islamic art can bring the world out of concealment, rendering it
transparent to the earth—that is, revealing truth as unconcealment (alétheia) while also
being received and preserved. The guardians of this truth are not merely individuals but
an entire historical culture or people who embrace it—even as the artwork itself
safeguards that historical community.
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