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Introduction

Didactic poetry holds an ancient background in Persian literature, and a significant
portion of the works of early poets was dedicated to this type of poetry. Although, from
the perspective of literary genres, religious poetry is considered a type of didactic
poetry, its presence is distinctly felt across all major poetic genres, from epic and
mystical literature to didactic poetry, even lyrical poetry. Consequently, in the blending
of literary genres, an aspect of this mixture is often linked with didactic literature. "The
primary intention and goal of this type of literature is to show the right path and warn
against the wrong path through effective expression™ (Rabeie et al., 1398: 162). Didactic
literature is one of the oldest literary genres, aiming to educate and guide humanity
(Karimian et al., 1398: 162). Its main purpose is to explain knowledge (both practical
and theoretical) to the reader or to present religious, moral, and philosophical issues in
a literary form blended with elements of rhetorical embellishment. In some of these
works, literary elements and motifs are prominent, while in others, they are less
pronounced (Eskandari and Mubarak, 1399: 2). Didactic literature has both general and
specific types. In its specific sense, the text in question teaches particular knowledge,
such as native grammar or vocabulary, etc. The general sense, which is more common
than the specific, deals with stating moral, mystical, religious, social, and other issues
(Mohseni Nia et al., 1399: 125). In didactic literature, education must be a priority, and
this education should in some way lead to self-knowledge and a worldview. Utilizing
these two categories enables a better recognition of truths and an understanding of the
strengths and weaknesses of many phenomena. Religious literature is part of our
religious literature and encompasses the majority of themes found in didactic literature.

Hamidreza Baraghi was born in Mordad 1362 (July/August 1983) in the holy city of
Qom. Having inherited his poetic talent from his grandfather, he composed his first
poems at the age of fifteen and benefited from the works of Qeysar Aminpour in this
path. In the holy city of Qom, a city of knowledge and jurisprudence, commensurate
with its cultural environment and religious context, the art of "Ta'zieh™ is given more
importance than in other cities. The national art of "Ta'zieh," with its Islamic themes,
has a completely Iranian root several thousand years old. Iranians, who used
Shahnameh-khani (recitation of the Book of Kings) and Naqqali (storytelling) to present
themes of epic pride, from the Buyid era onwards, performed Ta'zieh-khani, reenacting
the sorrowful narrative of the event of Karbala, an art that has continued to this day.
However, Baraghi, who grew up in this environment, is not merely a eulogist or elegy
reciter for the Ahl al-Bayt; rather, by employing familiar elements, he connects the
audience's mind to a specific event or incident.
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Baraghi, a contemporary Iranian poet, has praised the Imams with a different and
impactful expression. He conveys concepts indirectly through simple language and
pleasant expression, which is one of the merits of his poetry. Terms such as citation,
incorporation, and allusion are characteristics of Baraghi's poems; these formations are
evident in the fresh structure of his poetry. His poetry, due to its lyrical nature,
effectiveness, and transmission of emotions and feelings, encompasses a wide range of
audiences. The distinguished features of his poetry in terms of coherence and theme
creation, through the creation of enduring and valuable examples, form a rich treasure
expressed with an impassioned tone. Religious poetry itself is a type of didactic
literature, intertwined with religious content, propositions, and the religious beliefs of
the people. Its structure includes frameworks such as the Qet'eh, Tarkib-band, Tarji'-
band, and a small share of Ghazal. In Baraghi's religious poems, the description of the
character of Imam Reza (peace be upon him) is the focus of this poet's attention, directed
towards yearning, infatuation, and immersion in the majesty and grandeur of the Imam,
and he expresses his inner feelings and emotions through literary style (Mohammadi et
al., 1394: 59). One of the methods of proving the truthfulness of events and historical
incidents includes everything from the birth of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) to the
event of Ghadir Khumm (Nemat-i Qazvini and Abdi, 1397: 124).

Religious literature, with its extensive and diverse branches, can be classified into
genres such as didactic and wisdom literature, and in some cases, lyrical poetry. This
classification, however, ultimately falls within the domain of didactic poetry when
poetic works possess a didactic burden. A significant portion of didactic literature is
associated with religious literature, and fundamentally, religious literature in all the
world's literary heritages is, in a way, intertwined with religious content, propositions,
and beliefs. Therefore, to access the didactic values in religious poetry, addressing
religious themes and, ultimately, didactic poetry seems inevitable. The scope of
religious beliefs is very broad, and if we look at it from a literary perspective, one
general subject enjoys a special status above all: religious poetry. A brief glance at the
themes of religious poetry reveals that in this vast domain of taste and thought,
everything sacred, revered, sublime, and beautiful is praised, while all that is improper,
vicious, and leads to human moral decline is condemned and denounced.

There is not much research available on the poetry of Hamidreza Baraghi. Askari
Pirboluti (1400) in his thesis titled "Examining and Analyzing Defamiliarization in the
Poems of Seyyed Hamidreza Baraghi” believes that Baraghi, with his literary power
and unique initiative, has created combinations that have significantly impacted the
beauty of his works. The harmony of consonants and vowels and the abundance of
various types of repetition direct the reader's mind to the phonetic value of his poetry
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and impress the pleasant melody of the words' music upon the reader's ear and soul.
Heidari (1395) in his thesis titled "Examining Form and Meaning in the Poetry of
Seyyed Hamidreza Baraghi* concludes that Baraghi is a young religious poet who has
managed to attract a large audience, both general and specific, with his "language
understandable to the public yet appealing to the elite.” While using traditional forms
and themes, his novel perspective, imagery, and innovative thematic constructions give
a special attractiveness to religious poetry. Arj (1396) in his thesis titled "Analysis and
Comparison of Intellectual and Imagistic Aspects in the Poems of Saeed Biabanaki and
Hamidreza Baraghi" acknowledges that themes of Ashura, Fatemi, Alavi, Mahdavi, and
the Sacred Defense exist in the poetry of both poets; however, Biabanaki, in addition to
these subjects, has also written poetry in the areas of social criticism, satire, and
romantic themes. Another point is that Biabanaki's perspective on the event of Ashura
is different; he is more of a critic of the superficialization of Ashura thought and mere
satisfaction with the appearances of this event than a describer. Mohammadi et al.
(1394) in their article titled "A Comparative Study of the Image of Imam Reza (AS) in
the Poetry of Da'bal Khaza'i and Seyyed Hamidreza Baraghi” believe that many
common concepts such as expressing the status and position of the Imam (AS), hope,
grief and sorrow, seeking intercession, and generosity and forgiveness can be seen in
the poetry of both poets.

Regarding religious poetry, some items can be mentioned as research background; for
example, Khodamard (1398) in his thesis titled "Pathology of Contemporary Iranian
Religious Poetry" states that one of the weaknesses and damages inflicted upon
contemporary lranian religious poetry is weakness in thought, message, and content.
The spirit of religious art and literature lies in its message and content; and the religious
poet must pay special and particular attention to this important matter. A sublime
message also demands sublime content and language. Inappropriate and impractical
language leads to the degradation of the work's thought, concept, and message. Nourian
and Kherdmandpour (1393) in their article titled "Didactic Themes in Religious Poetry"
try to discuss the definition of religious poetry, the prominent characteristics of this type
of poetry, the themes of religious poetry from a didactic perspective, and didactic ideas
in various types of religious poetry. They aim to show the wide spectrum of the presence
of this type of poetry, which includes monotheistic poems, religious praise and eulogy,
and religious elegies in Persian literature, and to examine these kinds of poems through
the lens of didactic literature.
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Conclusion

Didactic literature represents a significant literary genre that conveys educational
matters through a delicate and emotional expression. This language is artistic and
creative, interacting with diverse tastes and temperaments, and encompasses a broad
spectrum of religious and devotional works. In religious poetry, alongside educational
and didactic themes, the poet navigates a fine line. Should they employ their imaginative
power in a way that alters or transforms the subject matter, they must answer to history,
historians, and a populace who have understood the event through a historical mindset
for centuries. Therefore, imagination must be blended with the truth of the event, such
that the core of the matter remains intact, yet the poet's perspective and imagination
should be capable of inviting the audience to view the event through their own lens.
Baraghi possesses this ability to narrate a pleasing and impactful story for his audience
through the flexibility of language, imagination, and emotion.

Persian-speaking poets have long held religious poetry in high regard. In the
contemporary era, especially after the Islamic Revolution, religious poetry experienced
an upward trajectory and underwent transformation in both form and content. Regarding
the expression of didactic themes in Baraghi's poetry, it can be said that Baraghi resorts
to allusions in his poems, a feature indicative of his study and mastery of religious
sources, including the Holy Quran and Hadiths, which adds value to his poetry. Baraghi
benefits from a literary style. In his poetry, the faculty of imagination claims a greater
share, bestowing a distinctive beauty upon his compositions.

In composing religious poems, Baraghi employs a novel approach, including: his
artistic references enhance the beauty of his poetry, and the poet's fresh perspective on
poetry, along with poetic digressions into historical events, makes the narratives
appealing to the audience. By utilizing didactic themes such as repentance, trust in God,
humility, and patience, alongside incorporating Quranic verses and Hadiths, Baraghi
has created poetry that is more accessible to the general public.
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