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Introduction

Philosophical reflections on beauty and art have permeated Western thought since
Plato's time. In ancient and medieval periods, beauty was considered an objective
(object) quality inherent in beautiful things, not dependent on the perceiving subject
(Plato, 1982: 35). Plato's ideas serve as the origin of aesthetics, containing elements that
later became fundamental to modern aesthetics. "However, rationalist philosophers like
Descartes could not, based on their epistemological foundations, find a place for the
cognition of beauty among other rational cognitions and primary or secondary qualities.
For Descartes, aesthetics cannot be a science because it cannot be rationally understood"
(Descartes, 1992: 62). Aesthetics is a relatively recent phenomenon that emerged with
Enlightenment philosophy, based on Baumgarten's research bridging the rational and
sensory sciences. The term "aesthetics," translating the word "aesthetic" meaning
sensory perception, reflects this. Baumgarten was a Cartesian philosopher - inheriting
Descartes' thought. Although Descartes himself wrote little about aesthetics beyond
brief remarks in a short treatise on music, the worldview he established in the modern
era ultimately led to the foundation of aesthetics as a discipline (Bowie, 2006: 120).

What is this perspective? The most important aspect is subjectivity or self-founded
thinking. Without Cartesian subjectivism, that transformation in the understanding of
existence and the world would not have occurred, and modern art and beauty as we
know it would not have emerged. Descartes' thought first established the foundation of
modern philosophy. Before modern thought, aesthetics essentially had no independent
status. In the modern period, with the emergence of aesthetic components and the
transformation of human essence into subject, art became an object of sensory
experience, and consequently, thought about art became focused on the relationship
between human states and art. In Kant's philosophy, aesthetics became a philosophical
system. Kant, truly a follower of Descartes regarding subjectivism, based his aesthetic
views on this principle and systematically examined will and taste as aspects of human
consciousness in his philosophy. It can be said that Kant granted aesthetics and art the
highest degree of independence and freedom. However, this new thought that had
permeated all aspects of modern human thinking was shaken by Nietzsche. "For Kant,
beauty is what creates pleasure - free from utility, without concept, universal, and
purposeless. Therefore, art as the producer of beauty and aesthetic pleasure can no
longer possess necessity in human life. This is precisely what Hegel identifies as the
'end of art.' But in the late 19th century, specific efforts by Wagner and Nietzsche sought
to restore art's necessity" (Rahmanian, 2012: 38). This article first examines the
influence of Descartes' philosophy because his theories significantly impacted
subsequent philosophers, particularly Kant and Nietzsche. It then explores Kant's
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philosophy and his aesthetic theories, concluding with an examination of Nietzsche's
views on art.

The research method is deductive, as by examining Kant's and Nietzsche's views in
detail, it seeks to investigate the transformation of subjectivity in their aesthetics. In
writing this research, the researcher brings together previous dimensions, assumptions,
frameworks, and propositions and, through logical reasoning about these facts, arrives
at new conclusions. This article also uses documentary methods for data collection,
referring to published books, articles, and theses. The research method is descriptive in
purpose because this study primarily seeks to identify and describe Kant's and
Nietzsche's aesthetic views, with the secondary goal of examining the transformation
of subjectivity in aesthetics.

Numerous significant books, articles, and theses exist regarding Kant's and Nietzsche's
philosophical views, some of which relate to this article's subject. These include:
Khairabadi (2020), who in his thesis titled "Resolving the Claim of Universal Validity
in Kant's Third Critique" concluded that Kant sees two completely different methods
for achieving universal validity in judgments of taste. One method demands agreement
from others, while the second leads to a form of individual and ultimately collective
freedom. Sobhanian (2013), in his thesis "Nietzsche's Critique of Kant Focusing on the
Critique of Pure Reason," attempted to examine Kant's critical philosophy, particularly
the doctrines in the Critique of Pure Reason, from Nietzsche's critical perspective.
Ahmadi (2007), in his article "Truth and Beauty: Lessons in Philosophy of Art,"
explained general concepts of beauty and judgments of taste. Zamiran (2004), in his
article "Kant and Modern Aesthetics," states that: An aesthetic judgment or judgment
of taste consists of calling something beautiful due to a quality through which the object
aligns itself with the subject's perception. However, the present article combines
elements and features present in qualitative approaches (such as using perspectives, data
collection, etc.) to achieve deeper and broader understanding and verification. This
research uses comparative analysis, meaning that aesthetic propositions and the
transformation of subjectivity in Kant's and Nietzsche's aesthetics are studied and
compared.

Conclusion

The foundation of modern aesthetics lies in Descartes' philosophy of subjectivism. In
Cartesian philosophy, human beings gain primacy precisely as subjects - the subject
becomes the reference point for existence, and consequently, beauty becomes
subordinate to human feeling and perception. Kant established the fundamental
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principles of subjective judgment in aesthetic appreciation and taste. Within this
intellectual framework, beauty becomes confined to art and artistic works; the discourse
of beauty transforms into a discourse about the beauty of artworks. Although this is not
strictly the case in all of Kant's views (as he also speaks of natural beauty), for Kant
beauty depends on pleasure and sensory perception rather than conceptualization or
scientific cognition. That which is beautiful creates pleasure - disinterested,
purposeless, non-conceptual and universal. Kant explains that judgments of beauty are
judgments of taste, belonging to the mind (the subjective element), distinct from logical,
conceptual or rational judgments, being rather products of sensory perception. Through
these formulations, Kant granted aesthetics and art autonomy and freedom. During this
period, with the emergence of new aesthetic components, human essence transformed
into subject and art into object of sensation, redirecting artistic thought toward the
relationship between human states and art.

Nietzsche believed the Platonic ideal had exhausted itself and must give way to a new
principle - the will to power. This concept does not view will as mere desire, nor does
it position power as an aim replacing pleasure. Nietzsche presents art, alongside
knowledge, nature, the individual and society, as a manifestation of will to power.

Cartesian subjectivism in Nietzsche's philosophy led to the emergence of the
"Ubermensch" and "genius artist" who confront nihilism. For Nietzsche, art must be
pursued as a counter-movement to nihilism - a role assigned precisely because the
artistic phenomenon remains most clearly illuminated. Nietzsche rejects Kant's
definition of disinterested aesthetics devoid of utility. Under Kant's definition, art as
producer of beauty and aesthetic pleasure could no longer claim necessity in
transforming human life. Therefore, to restore art's necessity, Nietzsche critiques Kant's
aesthetic judgment while partially refuting his views. Nietzsche considered art not
merely one form of will to power but its highest manifestation, revealing life's terrifying
visage without concealment. The artistic genius expresses life itself, opposing nihilism.
Thus Nietzsche rejects Kant's definition of disinterested art as empty and meaningless.
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