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ABSTRACT

Given the extensive influence of social media networks in contemporary societies and
their dynamic and fluid nature, it is essential to study their functions, particularly their
role in the development of culture and art, in the era of globalization. This study adopts
a mixed descriptive-analytical approach and employs the AHP (Analytic Hierarchy
Process) mathematical technique to investigate this phenomenon. By reviewing
relevant literature, the research identifies key factors contributing to the development
of Islamic arts in Iran. Through pairwise comparisons, the importance of each factor
was determined via a field study. The findings reveal 45 significant components
grouped into eight critical categories: individual, economic, structural and physical,
cultural, socio-environmental, technological, security and legal, and governmental
support. Expert analysis highlights that individual, economic, and technological factors
are the most critical for advancing Islamic arts. Focusing on these factors can facilitate
and accelerate achieving cultural and artistic development goals through popular social
media platforms.

Research Objectives

1. To identify key factors influencing the development of Islamic art on
Instagram.

2. To prioritize these key factors using the AHP method.
Research Questions

1. What are the most critical factors influencing the development of Islamic art
on Instagram?

2. How are these key factors prioritized using the AHP method?
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Introduction

Although it has not been long since social media networks emerged on the internet,
numerous discussions have been ongoing about their functions and the impacts they can
have on users, culture, art, and more, especially since the mid-1990s when their use
became widespread. Due to their increasing popularity and quantitative and qualitative
growth, it seems impossible to ignore their extensive social, political, cultural, and
ultimately economic impacts (Rezaeian, Edrisi, 2018: 32).

Social media networks, products of Web 2.0, provide spaces that help users maintain
existing social relationships, make new friends, and share experiences. Therefore, users
participate in the evolution of these sites in a targeted manner (Massari, 2010: 101).
Social media networks are considered agents of significant transformations in the
modern era. Studying which key factors and characteristics of these networks influence
various cultural, artistic, economic, educational, and even security fields is crucial for
understanding their role in society. This is an important issue that warrants
investigation.

When the web entered human society, no one imagined the extent of change and
transformation it would bring, making life easier with web-based tools to the point
where it is hard to imagine life without the web (Amiri, Habibzadeh, 2015: 11). Today,
the internet and virtual space have completely altered the meaning of art production,
education, and development, which are major components of a country's culture. After
the emergence and widespread use of the internet, the artistic spaces of countries have
transformed. The internet and social media serve as tools for exchanging cultures and
arts among different ethnic groups. The rise of the internet in artistic and academic
spaces worldwide has led to users' familiarity with artistic events and has become a
means to introduce national and individual art on a global scale. Consequently, it has
created a significant transformation in contemporary, traditional, and Islamic arts
(Sandani, 2005: 26).

There is no doubt that the functionality of a phenomenon in a developing country like
Iran cannot guarantee its quality or development. The role of factors involved in cultural
and artistic development should also be examined. Since the social, cultural, and
economic functions of artistic activities are largely dependent on the emergence of the
cultural industry and its progress with technological advancements in the production
and distribution of artistic products, identifying factors that can influence the growth
and development of arts like Islamic art on platforms such as Instagram is crucial for
optimal use and effectiveness.
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Given the nature and characteristics of comprehensive social media platforms like
Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc., they enable two-way communication, the
formation of specialized and public groups, participation in topics, and are open to
everyone. Due to these important features, they provide an excellent opportunity to meet
the artistic needs of the current and future generations.

In particular, factors affecting the expansion of the art economy, such as focusing on
artistic productions, production costs, distribution methods, attracting private capital,
and government presence, have been identified (Haerizadeh, 2022: 333). Attarzadeh, in
a study on Islamic and traditional arts, suggests that Islamic art should not merely be a
name change for traditional arts; rather, Islamic art education should cover both
traditional and modern contemporary arts to achieve greater capacity and development
beyond traditional arts (Attarzadeh, 2022: 333). Qarachorlu and colleagues examined
factors affecting the development of the art economy in East Azerbaijan Province,
highlighting challenges in visual, performing, cinematic, and musical arts and
emphasizing the need for cultural awareness, proper management, and human capacity
enhancement through education, training, and skill-building (Qarachorlu et al., 2021
20).

Tavakolian analyzed the necessity of cultural and artistic development, pointing to
factors such as addressing the cultural demands of the new generation, creating
fundamental changes in the cultural sphere, recognizing emerging capacities in science
and innovation, and improving cultural spaces (Tavakolian, 2021: 66). Dinparast
discussed the concepts of art development and its differences from socio-economic
development, presenting theoretical aspects (Dinparast, 2009: 108). Najiboghlu
recommended that for creating and expanding Islamic art, artists should be skilled in
calligraphy, knowledgeable in geometry, well-versed in history, and familiar with the
works of philosophers, music, medicine, legal opinions, astronomy, and celestial theory
(Najiboghlu, 2000: 44). Mazloomi suggested that for Islamic art to be accepted, it must
satisfy divine and religious ideals, and the Muslim artist should incorporate religious
and divine ideas into their work, creating a visual representation that reflects divine
manifestations and conveys a school of thought (Mazloomi, 1987: 136).

In general, reviewing previous research shows that most studies have been theoretical
and have not specifically focused on various aspects of art development. Therefore, the
innovation of this research lies in its novelty, focus on fieldwork, and identification of
all key factors in the development of art, especially Islamic art, in new social media like
Instagram. It is essential to adopt thoughtful policies and measures to expand artistic
activities and programs to benefit large groups of people, ensuring the growth and
vitality of society. Maximizing the use of resources and leveraging new technologies
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and scientific achievements is crucial, requiring the initial identification and
determination of influential factors. This study aims to answer the fundamental question
of what factors are involved in the development of Islamic art on social media platforms
like Instagram and which are the most important.

Conclusion

The results of this study showed that a total of eight key factors—individual, economic,
structural and physical, cultural, socio-environmental, technological, security and legal,
and finally governmental support—can be identified and introduced through 45
important components for the development of Islamic arts using social media platforms.
The importance coefficients derived from expert opinions indicated that individual,
economic, and technological factors are the most critical key components for advancing
Islamic arts. Therefore, by considering the influential components on the development
and expansion of Islamic arts, undoubtedly, the boundaries of Islamic and traditional
arts will be transcended, forming a collection that supports all Islamic-Iranian artistic
disciplines, including modern ones. With these changes, the position of Islamic art will
surpass traditional arts and, in addition to the past, will encompass contemporary and
even future arts, creating a space where artistic works can be created in line with Islamic
teachings and regulations. By leveraging the capabilities of virtual space and managing
its challenges, we can witness better days for cultural and artistic development in the
country.
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