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Introduction

Literary works are products of their authors' historical and social circumstances. The
conditions of society compel writers and poets to reflect their era in their works. The
literature of Sacred Defense (Iran-lraq War literature) emerged from the early years of
the imposed war. This literary genre addresses themes related to the eight-year war and
appears in various forms including novels, poetry, memoirs, and more. Sacred Defense
literature serves as a comprehensive mirror reflecting the experiences and ideals of a
nation that resisted history's most criminal aggressors for eight years with grandeur,
faith, love, martyrdom-seeking, bravery, and loyalty to religious leadership.

The authors of Sacred Defense literature are either direct participants in the war or
individuals who, willingly or unwillingly, experienced the war while living in Iran
during that period. The Sacred Defense generation emerged from dynamic
circumstances where movement and creativity were defining characteristics. Being at
the heart of these developments, they engaged with transformations and sought to
present realities.

Claude Bremond proposes the logical possibility of every narrative to extract a general
and inclusive pattern for storytelling. He suggests distinguishing three stages in any
narrative: potentiality, actualization, and achievement. These terms generally refer to
stages that express the possibility of action, transition to action, and the outcome or
accomplishment of action. The first stage lacks action; the narrative sets the stage to
make action possible. For example, describing a completely empty landscape keeps us
waiting to see what will happen next, effectively keeping us in anticipation of action.

In the second stage, elements are either added to the narrative and set it in motion (+)
or not added (-). If option (-) is chosen in the second stage, the narrative essentially
stops progressing, though this remains a logically complete possibility. If the narrative
continues (choosing option +), two scenarios are conceivable for reaching the third
stage or achievement: the narrative may either continue or not, as the transition to action
may or may not achieve its goal. In both cases, the existing situation - especially if the
action fails - serves as a new starting point (Bertens, 2010: 83).

This creates new possibilities for continuing the narrative. When a new cycle begins,
the narrative may again choose between action (+) and inaction (-), and if action is
selected, there will again be a choice between achievement (+) and failure (-) (Bertens,
2005: 83). This distinctive feature of Bremond's binary approach, through the functions
of each narrative sequence, makes the theory applicable to the plot of any story. The
theory emphasizes three fundamental principles: First, any character entering the story's
arena is not obligated to take action and can act freely among available choices. Second,
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the story's outcome doesn't necessarily lead to the hero's victory - failure is possible.
Third, characters may transform from active to passive roles and vice versa.

This model proves more effective than Propp's model as it accommodates the hero's
potential failure. The narrative hero isn't always victorious; they may experience defeat
in some instances, an aspect overlooked in some structural narrative analysis models
(Akhut, 1992: 20).

Bremond identifies two types of narrative sequences: 1) Elementary or simple
sequences, and 2) Compound and complex sequences. Simple sequences transform into
complex ones through three methods: 1) Chained sequences - formed by consecutive
simple sequences; 2) Embedded sequences - these aren't linear but rather sequences
within other sequences; 3) Linked sequences - formed in connection with an opponent’s
function. In Bremond's theory, narrative characters are either active or passive. Those
who perform actions are agents, while those who receive actions are patients.

This study aims to analyze the novel "Farangis" based on Claude Bremond's theory.
"Farangis" tells the story of a young woman who witnesses enemy presence in her
border village. It portrays the story of Iran's courageous women who, in defending their
land, managed to capture an enemy soldier and repel hostile forces. The research
question is: Can this book be analyzed based on this theoretical framework?

The novel presents an opportunity to examine how Bremond's narrative structure
applies to war literature, particularly works featuring female protagonists in combat
roles. The three-stage model (potentiality-actualization-achievement) proves
particularly relevant for analyzing moments of decision-making in the narrative, where
Farangis faces critical choices between action and inaction, with each decision leading
to new narrative possibilities and consequences that shape the story's progression.

Conclusion

Claude Bremond is among the French narratologists who has presented an appropriate
model for the morphology of stories. In his model for story analysis, he utilizes narrative
sequences. According to him, a story consists of one or several narrative sequences. The
consideration of the hero's success or failure in Bremond's theory makes the defeat of
the story’s heroes justifiable in some sequences of this novel; however, in other models
like Propp's model, failure lacks narrative justification and the hero must necessarily
triumph. In examining the characters of this novel, it was concluded that with the change
in each character's action, their psychological attribute consequently changes as well.
For instance, when Farangis is in the patient role, she assumes a victimized and
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obligated state; whereas in the agent role, she develops a resistant, aggressive, bold, and
obliging personality. The real experience full of suffering and hardship of this novel's
protagonist reflects part of the events and occurrences during the eight years of Sacred
Defense. This is another noteworthy point in this novel. Thus, it can be concluded that
the novel "Farangis" can be examined and analyzed within Bremond's model - in other
words, this novel conforms to Bremond's model.
In Sacred Defense posters as well, the themes addressed in Farangis novel such as
courage, resistance culture, and promotion of heroism culture can be observed.
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